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Welcome to the March 2025 Newsletter!

For this month, | would like to highlight an innovative approach to making advanced optical instruments more
accessible and affordable. More importantly, this approach provides users with hands-on experience to learn
about instrument configurations and teach them the basics while allowing the freedom to try new approaches
and setups.

One company enabling this approach is openUC2 (https://openuc2.com/), an open-source, modular

optical toolbox designed to make advanced optical experiments more accessible and affordable. Inspired by
LEGO®, it consists of 3D-printed cube-based modules that can be easily assembled and reconfigured to

build various optical setups, from basic imaging systems to complex microscopy and spectroscopy


https://openuc2.com/

instruments. Another inferesting website focusing on Raman spectroscopy is OpenRAMAN

(https://www.open-raman.org/), which provides technical information on the necessary tools and

software to build your own Raman spectrometer.

As my interest in the idea of integrated devices grows, | am increasingly convinced that such approaches are
essential for developing innovative and efficient solutions that require device designs to be tailored to specific

application needs. Plus, it is a lot of fun!

Enjoy reading the rest of this newsletter and have an innovative month ahead!

~Lamyaa Almehmadi, Ph.D., Newsletter Science Editor

President’s Message
Submitted by Luisa Profeta, Society President

Time flies when you're having fun or perhaps catching up on work after a conference! First and foremost,
please join me in welcoming our two newest Board of Manager members, Karl Booksh and David Heaps!
Both Karl and David are long-time Coblentz members, so | am looking forward to working with them as |

finish out my term as president this year and during my tenure as immediate past president next.

It was a pleasure to see many colleagues during Pittcon a few weeks ago. Thank you to everyone who stopped
by the Coblentz Society booth, gave Coblentz-member short courses, and attended (and gave talks at) the
Coblentz-sponsored technical sessions, Williams-Wright Award symposium and the Coblentz No-Host
Networking event on Monday evening. Coblentz officers had productive meetings with partner
organizations for working on new education efforts that we anticipate we'll be able to announce before the
end of the year. The Coblentz member presence at Pittcon was obvious to many and we've received a lot of
positive feedback from the Pittcon staff and organizers. Keep your eye on the newsletter as we're working to
organize sessions for Pittcon 2026 (in San Antonio, TX) soon and would love to expand our technical

presence even further than 2025!

In less than a month, SPIE.DCS will be commencingin Orlando, FL between 13-17 April. Fellow Coblentz

Society member Steve Barnett and | have a great line-up of talks for the Next-Generation Spectroscopy

Technology ~ XVII  conference  (https://spie.org/DCS25/conferencedetails/next-generation-

spectroscopic-technologies) running all day Monday and Tuesday. Tuesday is our third collaboration with
the CBRNE conference highlighting spectroscopy applications in the defense sector. We've told the SPIE
organizers to try and find a bigger room this year since the last two years have been standing room

only! Registration (https://spie.org/conferences-and-exhibitions/defense-and-commercial-

sensing/attend /registration) and hotel arrangements are available now on the SPIE website.



https://www.open-raman.org/
https://spie.org/DCS25/conferencedetails/next-generation-spectroscopic-technologies
https://spie.org/DCS25/conferencedetails/next-generation-spectroscopic-technologies
https://spie.org/conferences-and-exhibitions/defense-and-commercial-sensing/attend/registration
https://spie.org/conferences-and-exhibitions/defense-and-commercial-sensing/attend/registration

June 23-27, 2025, will bring the 78th ISMS meeting at UIUC, and Coblentz plans to be there as sponsors
once again this year. We're working to finalize some other efforts that we hope we can announce soon in the

newsletter.

As always, | appreciate hearing from our membership about ideas that the Society can use to work towards

helping to support the promotion of vibrational spectroscopy.

Welcome to our new members!

Regular:
Sean Auth (Midac)
Karen Barnes (University of Western Florida)
Russell Branch (Pavco, Inc.)
Keith Carron (SKM Instruments)
Erik Gustafson (Nirrin Technologies)
Jamie Hodges (Process Insights)
Mario Paredes (DialAct Corporation)
Anthony Parker (A. A. Parker Consulting)
Jorge Perez (CIC Photonics)

Student:
Lauren Aheran (University of Vermont)
Emily Bonura (Millsaps College)
Darius Bora (University of Western Florida)
R] Chadha (Caltech)
Somaiyeh Dadashi (Temple University)
Bianca Dawson (University of Western Florida)
Avriel Dayan (Universidade de Sao Paulo)
Danielle Diono (University of Vermont)
Elizabeth Donshue (Brown University)
Grace Helton (Carlisle Construction Materials)
Jarod Hoffman (University of Western Florida)
Slater Payne (University of Cincinnati
Hannah Roscom (University of Western Florida)
Orion Schulte (University of Western Florida)
Emma Smith (Brown University)
Charlotte Wible (University of Western Florida)
Kilea Yetter (University of Western Florida)

Welcome back - we're glad you’ve returned!



Edward Grant (University of British Columbia)

2025 Craver Awardee

Dr. Prashant K. Jain

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

The Coblentz Society is pleased to announce that Dr. Prashant Jain of the University of lllinois Urbana-
Champaign (UIUC] is the 2025 Craver Awardee. The Award will be presented in October at the 2025 SciX

Conference in Covington, Kentucky.

Prashant K. Jain earned his PhD in physical chemistry working with M. A. El-Sayed at Georgia Tech, following
which he was a postdoctoral fellow at Harvard University. After a Miller Fellowship at UC Berkeley, he joined
the faculty of the University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign, where he is the G. L. Clark Professor of Physical
Chemistry, a Professor in the Department of Chemistry, and a Professor in the Materials Research Laboratory.
He is also a University Scholar and an Affiliate Faculty Member of Physics and the lllinois Quantum

Information Science and Technology (IQUIST).

Prof Jain’s lab studies nanoscale light-matter interactions and energy conversion. His noteworthy
contributions are discoveries of plasmon resonances in quantum dots and plasmonic redox catalysis. His
collective work has been published in over 120 papers and cited over 34,000 times. He has been listed

among Highly Cited Researchers by Clarivate Analytics and Elsevier Scopus.

Prashant is a Fellow of the American Physical Society, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry, a Fellow of
the American Association for the Advancement of Science [AAAS), and a Kavli Fellow of the National
Academy of Sciences. He serves on the editorial advisory boards of the Journal of the American Chemical
Society and the Journal of Chemical Physics and has previously been an advisory board member of the Journal

of Physical Chemistry and a8 member of Defense Science Study group (DSSG).

His work has been recognized, among other awards, by a Presidential Early Career Award in Science and
Engineering, 8 Guggenheim Fellowship, the Leo Hendrik Baekeland award, the ACS Kavli Emerging Leader
in Chemistry award, the ACS Akron Award, the ACS Unilever Award the Beilby medal, a Sloan Fellowship, an
NSF CAREER award, and selection as MIT TR35 inventor and a Beckman Young Investigator.



2025 Lippincott Awardee

Dr. Yukihiro Ozaki

Kwansei Gakuin University, Japan

Optica, the Society for Applied Spectroscopy, and the Coblentz Society are pleased to announce that long-
time Coblentz Society member Dr. Yukihiro Ozaki, Kwansei Gakuin University, Japan, has been selected as
the 2025 recipient of the Ellis R. Lippincott Award. The Award will be presented in October at the 2025

SciX Conference in Covington, Kentucky.

Ozakiis honored for a lifetime of research accomplishments and breakthroughs across broad areas of Raman,
resonance Raman, near-infrared, surface-enhanced, vacuum ultraviolet, 2-dimensional correlation (2D-COS)

spectroscopies and chemometrics.

Ozaki obtained his PhD from Osaka University, Japan. After spending two years at the National Research
Council, Canads, he joined the Jikei University School of Medicine in Tokyo. He retired from Kwansei Gakuin
University where he was a professor in the Department of Chemistry. He is currently a professor emeritus and

university fellow, a guest professor at Kobe University, and a guest principal researcher at RIKEN.

Ozaki has long been involved in the studies of vibrational spectroscopy, including Raman, infrared, and near-
infrared (NIR) spectroscopy. He has been very active in Raman spectroscopy, particularly for surface-
enhanced Raman scattering (SERS). He has explored the mechanism of SERS and semiconductor-enhanced
Raman scattering and developed their applications to nanomaterials and biological samples. Long interested
in the various applications of vibrational spectroscopy, he was one of the pioneers of applications of Raman
spectroscopy to medical diagnoses. Ozaki has also been very active in NIR spectroscopy studies, from basic
studies of overtones and combinations to the development of instruments, spectra analysis, and applications.
He applied quantum chemical calculations and two-dimensional correlation spectroscopy to various

spectroscopy from FUV to far-infrared/terahertz and Raman spectroscopy.

He has over 1,120 research publications and is a co-author or co-editor of 19 books. Ozaki has received many
awards, including the Bomem-Michelson Award, the Medal with Purple Ribbon from the Japanese Emperor,
the Pittsburgh Spectroscopy Award, the Charles Mann Award for Applied Raman Spectroscopy, the Karl

Norris Award, and the Medal of loannes Marcus Marci.

Professor Ozakiwas recently interviewed by Society Board Member Jerry Workman-"A_Life of

Spectroscopic Exploration” posted in Spectroscopy Online.



https://www.optica.org/get_involved/awards_and_honors/awards/award_descriptions/ellislippincott/
https://www.spectroscopyonline.com/view/a-life-of-spectroscopic-exploration-an-interview-with-professor-yukihiro-ozaki-recipient-of-the-2025-ellis-r-lippincott-award
https://www.spectroscopyonline.com/view/a-life-of-spectroscopic-exploration-an-interview-with-professor-yukihiro-ozaki-recipient-of-the-2025-ellis-r-lippincott-award

Call for Nominations!
2026 Williams-Wright Award

Nominations are being accepted for the 2026 Williams-Wright Award. The deadline is May 1st! This award
is given annually to an industrial spectroscopist who has made significant contributions to vibrational
spectroscopy while working in industry. May Tst will be here before you know it, so start thinking about worthy

candidates and submit your nominations to the Society’s Nominations Committee: office@coblentz.org.

Additional details can be found on the Society’s website awards page.

2026 Pittcon Awards

Pittcon 2026 is now accepting nominations for their 2026 awards. These include the Pittsburgh Analytical
Chemistry Award, the Pittsburgh Spectroscopy Award, the Pittcon Achievement Award, and the Ralph N.
Adams Award in Bioanalytical Chemistry. The nomination deadline for all awards is May 1!l Let’s nominate

our Society members for these awards. For more information, click here.

Your Comments Needed for Updating SAS Spectroscopic Nomenclature
Submitted by Jerry Workman, Society Board Member

Clear and consistent terminology is essential for advancing spectroscopy. The Society for Applied
Spectroscopy (SAS) has maintained a standard nomenclature document, previously published in Applied

Spectroscopy and now available online: Spectroscopic Nomenclature (2016). However, its visibility and

adoption remain challenges.

Kristen MacDonald and Ellen Miseo recently reignited discussion on updating this document. Peter Griffiths,
a longtime advocate for refining the nomenclature, emphasizes the need to incorporate missing terms—
especially in chemometrics—and ensure instrumental definitions remain precise. He has proposed
transitioning responsibility for updates to the SAS Editorial Advisory Board (EAB) and community contributors.
We invite spectroscopy professionals to provide feedback or suggest revisions to help maintain the

document’s relevance. Your expertise ensures accurate and standardized communication in the field.

Share your input in the LinkedIn comments page or via email at: [Workman@M]Hlifesciences.com

References:

[1] Peter R. Griffiths, Society for Applied Spectroscopy, SpecNomenclature_2016.pdf

[2] Society for Applied Spectroscopy, www.s-a-s.org
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Upcoming Conferences!

International Symposium on Molecular Spectroscopy (ISMS), 23-27
June 2025, Champaign, Illinois

Registration is now open for ISMS 2025. Join us this June as our president Luisa Profeta presents the Coblentz
Award to Dr. Lu Wei of Caltech. Historically known as “The Ohio State Meeting”, the Coblentz Society has
long presented the Coblentz Award at this conference. For more details about the conference and program,

click here. Take advantage of discounted registration and housing rates until May 15,
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Start making plans to join us at SciX in Covington, Kentucky, October 5-10, 2025! This is the Society’s annual
meeting, and we will have the usual members’ breakfast, speed mentoring, networking event at The Gruff,
and more. The call for abstracts opens April Tst.
Deadlines to keep in mind:

May 9: Deadline for oral abstracts

June 30: Deadline for poster abstracts

August 15: Early-bird registration deadline (your Coblentz membership gets you a reduced ratel)

September 12: Last day to book hotel!

We had over 300 Coblentz members attend the 2024 conference! Don't miss out on the opportunity to be
part of the 2025 meeting. For more information on all the above items, visit the SciX website.


https://isms.illinois.edu/
https://scixconference.org/

November 17-19, 2025

EASTERN ANALYTICAL SYMPOSIUM & EXPOSITION
Across The Analytical Spectrum:

Diversity of Scientific |deas

Crown Plaza Princeton - Conference Center, Plainsboro, NJ

4 DAYS OF SHOAT COUnsSEs S DAYS OF TEOMNICA AMMING 1 DAYS OF DXPOSITION * NETWORING OPPORTUMITIES

The EAS March Retortis now availablel Check out the list of Award & Invited sessions, short courses,

exhibitors and other programs being planned for this November. The 2025 Call for Papers is also now open
through May 1% for Oral abstract submission. Posters may be submitted through September 1. Visit the EAS

website for more information. The 2025 Gold Medal Award will also be presented (see below).

NY/NJ Society for Applied Spectroscopy
2025 Gold Medal Award Honoree

Dr. Geraldine Richmond
University of Oregon

New York/New Jersey Society for Applied Spectroscopy (SAS) Announces 2025 Gold
Medal Award Honoree Dr. Geraldine Richmond
Submitted by Deborah A. Peru, NY/NJ SAS Secretary and Gabrielle Davis, NY/NJ SAS Chair Elect

The Cold Medal Award was established in 1952 to recognize outstanding spectroscopists who have
contributed to the advancement of Applied Spectroscopy and who have had an inspiring influence on the

careers of others.

This year, the NY/NJ Section of SAS is pleased to announce that the 2025 Gold Medal recipient is Dr.
Geraldine Richmond, University of Oregon (http://richmondscience.uoregon.edu).

Geraldine L. Richmond currently serves as the Presidential Chair in Science and Professor of Chemistry at the
University of Oregon. Bridging the fields of chemistry and physics, Richmond's research focuses on
understanding the molecular characteristics of water surfaces, studies relevant to environmental issues such
as oil remediation, atmospheric chemistry, and alternative energy sources. Her teaching and extensive

outreach efforts have focused on science communication and building a strong, inclusive workforce. She is


https://eas.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2025-EAS-March-Retort.pdf
https://eas.org/
https://eas.org/
http://richmondscience.uoregon.edu/

the Founding Director of COACHh, a grass-roots organization that has helped over 25,000 women scientists

and engineers in career advancement in the U.S. and over two dozen developing countries.

Richmond has received numerous honors and awards for her research and outreach efforts, including the
National Medal of Science from President Obama (2016), the Presidential Award for Excellence in Science,
Mathematics, and Engineering Mentoring from President Clinton (1997), and the Presidential Young
Investigator Award from President Reagan (1985). She has also given over 100 distinguished lectureships and
addresses since 2000.

The 2025 Gold Medal Award symposium will be held at the Eastern Analytical Symposium, Nov. 17 -19, at
the Crown Plaza Conference Center in Plainsboro, NJ. We invite you to attend and congratulate Dr.

Richmond on receiving this prestigious award.

In Memoriam:

Former Society Board Member Richard Alan Palmer passed away on February 20, 2025, at the age of 89.
Part of his obituary reads “...one of the most consistent and significant contributors to the renaissance of
Fourier transform infrared photo acoustic spectroscopy (FTIR PAS) science from the 1970s well into the
2000s..." Richard Crocombe noted that Richard “was a major figure in the development of step-scan FT-IR
and its analytical applications. He was a prime mover in the 'AIRS' conferences in the 1990s, which later
merged with ICOFTS to become ICAVS. He published extensively in Applied Spectroscopy.” His complete
obituary may be found HERE.

We also note the recent passing of long-time Society member John Reffner on March 20™, 2025. More

information will be provided when it becomes available.

Member News!

The 2025 Pittcon Heritage Award was presented to Honorary Society Member Jeanette Grasselli
Brown, formerly from Standard Oil of Ohio (BP America). As one of the 20th century’s foremost contributors
to infrared and Raman spectrometry, Jeanette Grasselli Brown's influence in the field is unparalleled. Grasselli
Brown was recognized for her tireless research into new industrial applications until her retirement as the
highest-ranking female executive at Standard Oil. She spent her 35-plus-year career and beyond advocating
for women in STEM. In addition to receiving the Pittcon Heritage Award, Grasselli Brown will also be added
to the Pittcon Hall of Fame, joining other pioneers such as Bill Hewlett, David Packard, Arnold Beckman,

Richard Perkin, Charles Elmer, James Waters, and Sigurd and Russell Varian.

The Pittcon Heritage Award recognizes outstanding individuals in the instrumentation and laboratory supply

industries who, through their entrepreneurship and innovations, have provided scientists and technologists


https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/newsobserver/name/richard-palmer-obituary?id=57656849

with the tools needed for discovery. The award is jointly presented by the Pittsburgh Conference on Analytical
Chemistry and Applied Spectroscopy (Pittcon) and the Science History Institute (formerly the Chemical
Heritage Foundation). The award has been presented annually at a special ceremony during Pittcon since
2002.

Society member Pavel Matousek was recently interviewed by The Analytical Scientist. Check out his
discussion of “SORS and the Power of Light in Pharma: Understanding the role of spatially offset Raman

spectroscopy in identifying raw materials, counterfeit medicines, and more” HERE.

Sergei Kazarian was the winner of the Norman Sheppard Award 2024 by the IRDG (Infrared and Raman

Discussion Group) Committee. This Award for Vibrational Spectroscopy is awarded annually for

distinguished and sustained contribution to vibrational spectroscopy. Congratulations Sergei!

Christian Huck (Universitdt Innsbruck) and his team'’s publication "Raman spectroscopy for postmortem
interval estimation of human skeletal remains: A scoping review" has been recognized as one of the Top 10
Most-cited Papers of 2023 by the Journal of Biophotonics! Congratulations to all authors: C.
Woess, Christian W. Huck, ). Badzokas, C. Kappacher, R. Arora, R. A. Lindtner, Philipp Zelger, M. Schirmer,
W. Rabl, Johannes Pallua. The paper was funded via the Wiley-KEMO agreement with Medizinische
Universitat Innsbruck.

Congratulations to Konnor Jones, Society for Applied Spectroscopy Newsletter Editor, on successfully
defending his dissertation, “Anionic:Cationic Surfactant Mixtures at the Qil-Water Interface,” at the University
of Oregon under the guidance of Dr. Geraldine Richmond. He will officially receive his Ph.D. at the end of

the winter term in March. Congratulations Dr. Jones!

Upcoming Special Events

Coblentz Society—Society for Applied Spectroscopy Three-Minute Thesis Talks
Submitted by Debbie Peru, Coblentz Society Secretary

Dear SAS Members & Friends,

We invite you to our next NY/NJ SAS Monthly Online Meeting on THURSDAY March 27th at 12 PM.

(online meeting via Microsoft Teams)
Thursday, March 27, 2025
11:50 AM - 1:30 PM (EST)

Meeting link: NY/NJ SAS STUDENT SLAM - 3-minute Elevator Talks | Microsoft Teams | Meetup-Join

TOPIC: NY/NJ SAS/Coblentz STUDENT SLAM - 3-minute Elevator Talks


https://theanalyticalscientist.com/fields-applications/sors-and-the-power-of-light-in-pharma?mkt_tok=ODI0LVhPRy0wNTQAAAGZD7hSDY3xDUP8hG8AwoWIfEaIF2YNIlc6hEicdNScMLlpCGn4pIX7ozTD77bd8KYFZ57d_O0T5YvoKx_VLCkOGIz8gNyJ3HXGPhy4QQUpno5GaCJw
https://www.irdg.org/awards/norman-sheppard-award
https://teams.live.com/meet/936562783200?p=pjbHbwtQ2eHJ5vKYhf

Speakers: Various students from STEM high schools, Colleges, and Universities (undergraduates, graduates,

and postdocs)
Date/Time: March 27, 2025, 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Abstract: The student slam event is designed specifically for students involved in science and technology to
showcase their research to other scientists and professionals working in their fields. The students give a brief
summary of their work, attract employers' attention regarding their plans, and pave the way for future
collaborations and job searches. The societies (SAS and Coblentz) are involved with advertising and
sponsoring this event. Travel support and conference registration for university students who want to attend

SciX and present their research (poster or oral talk) may also be available following this event.

REGISTER HERE

«an opportunity to showcase your research {983
«practice giving a brief summary of your research Toswvers by

attract attention to your future plans SPECTROSCOPY
«pave the way for future collaborations/job search |Coblentz
Zf‘_/ e

«presentations are limited to 3 minutes... ‘Elevator Talk’ Style
registration is required (see SAS website and Coblenz newsletters for details)
+include talk title, abstract, University, and graduation status

+include your future goals and areas of interest
open to all student/Post Doc members of the FACSS/SciX Family

MARCH 27, 2025

EAS Virtual Student Symposium



The EAS Virtual Student Symposium [VSS) will be held on Tuesday, April 29™. The call for papers and
registration is now open! This event offers an opportunity for students to showcase their research and gain
presentation skills. This year, for the first time, there is also a competition component! Click here for more

information on how you can win a free registration for EAS 2025.

EASTERN ANALYTICAL SYMPOSIUM & EXPOSITION
Across The Analytical Spectrum:
Diversity of Scientific |deas

V [RTU A[L e Student-centered virtual

symposium

(undergraduate & graduate)
STU ENT e Present your research

over a virtual format.

SYM P@SUM . ?Uvr?éz the need for travel

N
< e Networking opportunity/°
TueSdOU Ap”' 29th e Resume buildingrevent g

Virtual format e 15 min talks + 5 min Q&A J
10:00 am - 5:00 pm EDT

(end time tentative) Free to present, free to attend =

Best talk gets a free >
registration to EAS 2025 dand
an invited Speed Talk

Submit an abstract at
www.eas.org/asubmit
Opening: March 1st, 2025
Deadline: April 10th, 2025
Everyone is invited!

Questions:
Fernanda Delgado (EAS Student
Rep, fernanda.delgado@eas.org),
Lasangi Dhanapala (EAS SM VP,
lasangi.dhanapala@uconn.edu)



https://eas.org/eas-virtual-student-symposium-may-2024/

News from the Society Office

It was wonderful to see so many Coblentz members at Pittcon earlier this month. A huge shout-out to lifetime
member Heather Juzwa, Pittcon President, and her team for facilitating the co-location of SAS, Coblentz,
and FACSS/SciX on the exhibit floor! Booth traffic was the best I've ever seen for us at Pittcon. Of course,
the ridiculously cold weather may have played a part in keeping conferees inside and on the exhibit floor, but
I'll give Heather credit for that as well. I'd also like to acknowledge Rogue Spectroscopy, LLC (ska Team
Carrabba) for sponsoring new student memberships at Pittcon and invite other members to help the Society
“pay it forward” at upcoming conferences. Just email the office for details! Finally, I've run out of time and
space for Pittcon pictures in this edition of the newsletter; look for them in the April edition. In the meantime,
if you haven't sent your pictures to me, please take a few minutes to email them and I'll be sure to include

them next month.

~ Mary Carrabba, Society Office Manager



