July 2024

| hope this newsletter finds you well and enjoying the beautiful summer days. This month, we've got a lot of
exciting content lined up for you, including the newly launched open-access repository of microbiological
Raman spectral data (MicrobioRaman), which aims to facilitate the sharing and reuse of microbiological
Raman spectral data within the scientific community!

MicrobioRaman is an open-access web-based repository dedicated to microbiological Raman spectral dats,
as featured in Nature Microbiology. The repository, accessible at MicrobioRaman, aims to facilitate the
sharing and reuse of data within the scientific community. It establishes data reporting standards to ensure
reproducibility and is promoting collaborative research and the adoption of Raman spectroscopy in
microbiology.

Enjoy reading and have a fantastic month ahead!
~Lamyaa Almehmadi, Ph.D., Newsletter Science Editor

President’s message
Submitted by Luisa Profeta, Society President

As | wrap up writing this president’s message, it is hard to believe that the summer is already about half over,
and that students will be starting to pour into universities and secondary schools around the country in a
matter of weeks. Some important things to point out to our readership is that the poster abstract deadline for
SciX 2024 is closing in, so please do not forget to submit those! Just a friendly reminder to our student


https://www.ebi.ac.uk/biostudies/MicrobioRaman/studies

members, if you present your poster at the Sunday evening reception, we post a Coblentz logo with it to draw
aftention to those walking by of your Coblentz membership. On Sunday evening, we also will be honoring
our Coblentz student award winners and the Fateley Student award winner. That is in addition to other FACSS
and SAS awards traditionally given at this reception as well.

Along the same vein, if you are interested in a childcare grant or an early career travel grant, the deadline for
those applications (email Mary Carrabba for the forms) to be returned for consideration for SciX or EAS 2024
is August 15, 2024. Registration for our ever popular Speed Mentoring at SciX 2024 is open and awaiting
both mentors and mentees to register (https://members.coblentz.org/Events). While Speed Mentoring is
free to attend, we do ask mentees and mentors to pre-register so we can plan accordingly for the number of
seats needed and for lunch count. Our third annual members networking event is in the process of being
finalized by the board, so be on the lookout for some details in the August newsletter.

Ellen Miseo is looking for help with two educational projects that the Society is working on; if you have interest
in helping with helping out with those efforts, please let Ellen, Mary, or myself know.

The Board of Managers will be looking for two new members this fall as Peter Harrington and Michael George
will be rolling off the Board (thank you both for your time and energies to the Society). If you are interested
in being a more active volunteer for Coblentz, nomination to the Board of Managers is a great start! Please
let myself or Mary know if you are interested in volunteering in this manner.

While Mary will be also writing on this topic in this newsletter, | wanted to bring aftention to the 2024 ISMS
Conference that she and | participated in last month at the University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign. While
I've known about this conference for years, it was truly a treat to attend a new-to-me meeting as | don't get
those opportunities much anymore in my career. There’s a large draw of graduate students that attend this
meeting and a number of the faculty present have been coming for many years. This year was the 77th
anniversary of ISMS with several of the internal conference awards named on behalf of several of the
originating organizers of the meeting, who kept it going for many years with fairly little staff. This minimal staff
and the low cost overhead (for example, Mary and | shared a dormitory suite which I've not done in over 20
years) has kept this conference affordable for many years running.

In total, there were 442 attendees and 420 talks given. That's not a typo, there are no posters at this particular
conference, which, for those of us who are regular attenders of SciX or Pittcon, might find shocking. However,
the meeting is structured such that all of the presenters, including students, are given due time to present
their work as clearly, and as concisely as possible. There are dedicated planetary sessions throughout the
conference, which runs from Monday morning through Friday afternoon. Similar to SciX, there are dedicated
networking events throughout the week, including a women’s dinner, LGBTQIA+ reception, student
networking event, and the all-inclusive ISMS picnic. As we have done for many years, the Coblentz Society
sponsored the first hour of beer at the picnic, with no lack of visibility with the beer cups! Outside of formal
networking events, there are plenty of opportunities to connect with colleagues and new acquaintances
during the breaks available and of course by the coffee and donut areas that are supplied each day, all day
of the conference. | don't think |'ve ever seen as many donuts available at a technical meeting as at ISMS!

The Coblentz Award, the Society's original technical award, which is celebrating its 60th anniversary this year
was given to Dr. David Long from NIST (an uncanny similarity to William Coblentz tool). Dr. Long's talk on
electro-optical frequency combs was definitely groundbreaking work and worthy of the award. For those
readers curious if this is a meeting worth attending, if your area of expertise is in fundamental spectroscopy



theory and application, ultrafast, spectroscopy, instrumentation, and application, this meeting definitely
would be worth your while! As president of the Coblentz Society, I'm looking forward to promoting our
continued involvement and support for ISMS in years to come and helping to expand the cross pollination of
this meeting with budding spectroscopists and knowledgeable experts throughout the scientific community.

In closing, while there are still several months to go before 2025, | am looking forward to the efforts the
Society is progressing with advancing vibrational society in the circles we're used to running in, but also in
reaching out and touching more remote avenues we've not been a part of in the past.



Welcome to our new members!

Regular:
Arun Sharma (National Institute of Food Technology Entrepreneurship and Management, Haryans,
India)
Deepti Sharma (Kurukshetra University, Haryana, India)
Hyung Won (Soundwith Ltd.)

Student:
Brianna Hopper (University of Colorado Boulder)
Rebecca Martens (University of Victoria)
Erin Nicholas (University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign)
Kathy Nickson (University of Wisconsin Madison)
Kate Sherlock (Ohio State University)

The Coblentz Society’s Williams-Wright Award is presented annually to an industrial spectroscopist who has
made significant contributions to vibrational spectroscopy while working in industry. The award consists of a
prism, an honorarium, and an award symposium at Pittcon. The 2025 award will be presented to Dr. David
W. Schiering, Fellow at 908 Devices, Inc., at Pittcon next February in Boston, Massachusetts.

Dr. Schiering has spent his entire, nearly 40-year career developing vibrational spectroscopy instruments and
methods at industry-leading companies and start-ups. Dave received a B.S. in chemistry from Georgetown
College [KY) and a Ph.D. in analytical chemistry from Miami University (OH). While at Miami, he aided in the
establishment of the Molecular Microspectroscopy Laboratory (MML] in the Department of Chemistry,
founded to further research, education, and industrial collaboration in the emerging field of vibrational
microspectroscopy.

Upon leaving the university in 1986, Dave joined the technical staff in the Infrared Product Department at the
Perkin-Elmer Corporation. His first project was taking part in the development of the Model 1600 FT-IR
spectrometer, a highly successful, market-changing product that brought FT-IR spectroscopy to many
laboratories unable to afford FT-IR technology.

In 1994, Dave joined the Spectra-Tech Division of Thermo Instruments (now Thermo Fisher Scientific) in a
technical leadership role, leading the development of optical accessories and microscopes for FT-IR
spectroscopy.



Dave joined SensIR Technologies, LLC in 2000, a start-up focused on development of portable FT-IR
spectrometers for in-field spectroscopic measurements. While at SensIR, he led the scientific and application
development of the first truly field-hardened, portable FT-IR spectrometers, products that had a tremendous
impact on field-forensics operations and started the growth of the portable and handheld spectrometer
market.

In 2004, SensIR was bought by Smiths Detection, a large multi-national company focused on solutions for
chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear and explosives [CBRNE) detection. Dave assumed senior
leadership roles at Smiths in product and technology development where he stayed until 2015. While at
Smiths, Dave was responsible for delivering numerous vibrational spectroscopy products, mostly portables
and handhelds, including both IR and Raman spectrometers tailored for chemical identification out of the
laboratory.

In 2015, Dave left Smiths to start 8 new company, with partners, ultimately branded as RedWave Technology.
RedWave initially focused on the development of optical devices for IR spectroscopy, including a low-cost
IR microspectroscopy system targeted at practitioners and problem solvers. In parallel, portable and
handheld FT-IR spectrometers were developed at RedWave, including the first handheld, FT-IR-based, in-
field vapor identifier.

In 2024, RedWave was bought by 908 Devices, Inc., where Dave is now a 908 Fellow.

Dave has co-authored many publications on various aspects of vibrational spectroscopy. From 2014 to 2024
Dave was an adjunct Assistant Professor of Chemistry at Miami University. He has served the Coblentz
Society as a member of the Board of Managers (1991-1993) and as Secretary from 199110 2010. He presently
serves the Society for Applied Spectroscopy as Secretary of the PAT technical section. In 2011, Dave received
an Honorary Membership award from the Coblentz Society and, in 2018, received a Society for Applied
Spectroscopy Fellows award.

Upcoming Conferences!

XXVIII ICORS 28 July - 2 August 2024, Rome, Italy

The Coblentz Society is pleased to be sponsoring two poster awards at the upcoming 28™ International
Conference on Raman Spectroscopy (ICORS) meeting in Rome. Our immediate past president, Zac Schultz

will be in attendance. Be certain to track him down and say hello if you're there as well.

2024 GRC/GRS in Vibrational Spectroscopy

The Coblentz Society is pleased to support the Gordon Research Conference (GRC) and corresponding
Gordon Research Seminar (GRS) in Vibrational Spectroscopy to be held from 4-9 August 2024 at Bryant
University in Smithfield, Rhode Island. The GRS, a unique forum tailored to graduate students and post-
doctoral researchers, is currently accepting abstracts for speakers. All accepted applicants can present a
poster at the GRS. The application for the GRS can be found here.


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cewDpExZ7pfdY4SoNV-SZjE1Jieupm2ALTTFP9vitpXBzEeqmu8toBTRQTiKVwBhzI4_WEvnTCYKlyt5dVw0LkV9QZhLDN2PJOeBProN2Le5FscPo0Y1vjy4wSAKIBdICQkz9OT8wmQHzd7kQgXMO_6hMtXOgFyD1mH4r6SVP10vWvTePvjbUr4be5tHTOBZ-0sreCXxL6I=&c=b0jUG2PoQHUiJm1B_Zb0htxzgd4qurobwJnp3rEL8Q_xa4tZPP4gwA==&ch=q8o49ejtENjX3a_xE_IWGXCENG8MMb1gA6VPFcVK2FB_VcAp8H90CQ==

THE GREAT SCIENTIFIC EXCHANGE

OCTOBER 20-25, 2024
S @ ‘ 2 024 Raleigh Convention Center
Raleigh, North Carolina

The premier meeting for Analytical Chemistry and Allied Sciences

SciX 2024

Start making plans to join us af SciX in Raleigh, North Carolina, October 20-25, 2024! This is the Society’s
annual meeting, and we will have the usual members’ breakfast, speed mentoring, networking event, and
more. There’s still time to submit a poster abstract!

Our society's past, past president, Ellen Miseo has put together an extensive catalog of Short Courses
scheduled in conjunction with the conference - too many in fact for your poor editor to fit into the
Newsletter! Please click here to view the list in its entirety.

Deadlines to keep in mind:
August 12: Deadline for poster abstracts

September 22: Early-bird registration deadline (don't forget that your Coblentz membership gets
you a reduced registration ratel)

September 30: Last day to book hotel!

We had over 250 Coblentz members attend the 2023 conference! Don't miss out on the opportunity to be
part of the 2024 meeting! For more information on all of the above items, visit the SciX website.

Eastern Analytical Symposium (EAS), 18-20 November 2024, Plainsboro, NJ

EAS 2024 will be here before you know it! Check out the preliminary list of invited sessions, exhibitors and
other programs being planned for this November in the EAS Retort. While the oral abstract submission
deadline has passed, the deadline for electronic posters isnt until September 4th. Click here for more
details. Be sure to plan to attend the special Award Session honoring EAS's awardees. The Coblentz Society
is pleased to be sponsoring the EAS Award for Outstanding Achievements in Vibrational Spectroscopy to our
very own Professor Igor Lednev!

Member News!

Not a member, but our namesake, William W. Coblentz, appeared in a recent article titled “Why William W.
Coblentz Won the Frederic Ives Medal: Celebrating Excellence in Optical Science”. Check it out here and
brush up on your knowledge of the scientist after whom our society was named.


https://scix2024.eventscribe.net/SearchByBucket.asp?f=CourseName&bm=Short%20Course&pfp=BrowsebyBucket
https://scixconference.org/
https://eas.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/EAS-2024-February-Retort.pdf
https://eas.org/2014-call-papers-submission-details/
https://www.ico-optics.org/why-william-w-coblentz-won-the-frederic-ives-medal/

Special Events

Spectroscopy technology is getting smaller and more compact and is more frequently being used outside of
the laboratory. Scientists from industry, academia, and government laboratories are increasingly using
compact molecular spectroscopy instruments for non-invasive analysis of pharmaceuticals, illicit drugs, food,
art, counterfeit consumer products, and more. Join Spectroscopy, the Coblentz Society, and the Society for
Applied Spectroscopy at this two-day virtual symposium on July 24-25, 2024, where attendees will hear from
experts on how they are using tools in Raman, Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FT-IR), near infrared
spectroscopy (NIR], and more to advance research and monitoring in a variety of fields.

Reqister Here

News from the Society Office

Thank you to our Board of Managers for deciding to send me to ISMS this summer. It was wonderful to
attend a new-to-me conference and meet the people I've been corresponding with for years, particularly
long-time Society member Terry Miller. Our table was close to the coffee station, so there was lots of booth
traffic during the week. Luisa and | enjoyed sharing information about the Society with all the people who
stopped by. Although the Society has sponsored beer at the conference picnic for as long as | can remember,
this year for the first time the attendees were reminded of that fact as Luisa and | put Coblentz stickers on
392 beer cups (we ran out of stickers!]. We also ran out of t-shirts and several had to be shipped out after the
conference.

The Coblentz Award presentation was held in beautiful Lincoln Hall where griffins guarded the award plaque,
prism, and honorarium until it was time for the presentation. There were no conflicting sessions during the
award plenary, so attendance was great. David Long of NIST (where Coblentz spent most of his career) gave
an excellent presentation on electro-optic frequency combs and the strides in that field being made at


https://globalmeet.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1676599&tp_key=a36c717a06&sti=coblentz

NIST. Other than the heat and humidity, it was a wonderful conference — hopefully, | will be attending again
with our president next year.

~ Mary Carrabba, Newsletter Managing Editor and Office Manager



