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Welcome to the April edition of the Society’s Newsletter. It's hard to believe that the month is already halfway
overl Keep reading for news about upcoming deadlines, conferences, and special events being sponsored

by the Society. One news item, Spectroscopy magazine’s “lcon of Spectroscopy Laureate Series”, got me
thinking about a conversation Ellen Miseo and | had a few months ago. We've probably all made a KBr pellet
or two (or hundreds) during our spectroscopy careers, but have you ever stopped to wonder who conceived
the idea and made the first one¢ Ellen ferreted out that it was Sister Miriam Michael Stimson, O.P. who first
presented the technique before the Division of Biological Chemistry at the Chicago Meeting of the American
Chemical Society in September of 1950! The work was published in 1952 (Stimson, M. M. and O’Donnell, M.
J.. . Am. Chem. Soc., 74, 1850 (1952)). Hop online to read more about this remarkable woman, who in
additional to inventing one of our fundamental sample preparation methods, also contributed to
the elucidation of the structure of DNA and the invention of Preparation H!

~Mary Carrabba, Interim Newsletter Editor

President’s message
Submitted by Luisa Profeta, Society President

It's hard to believe it's already mid-April, as it seems that 2024 just started last week! SPIE.DCS is next week,
and | highly encourage members attending the meeting to hit up “Next Generation Spectroscopic
Technologies”, which is of relevance to the vibrational spectroscopy community. Upcoming in mid-June is



the ISMS meeting at the University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign, which focuses on foundational molecular
spectroscopy, where the Society will be awarding David Long the prestigious Coblentz Award. If you're
making plans to attend this meeting, feel free to reach out to Mary or myself to let us know you'll be there.
On a similar vein, now is the time to submit abstracts for SciX 2024 in Raleigh, NC. For those young career
folks (academic, industry or otherwise!), please remember that financial help is available, and you can get the
forms from the Coblentz office.

For our membership, we are planning some new items but need your help! If you have a desire to help
Coblentz, but have limited time to help, we have some projects we're developing that we need some minimal
efforts on. Please reach out to Ellen Miseo if you're interested.

Welcome to our new members!

Regular:
Rich Flynn (Specac)

Student:
Kudirat abidemi Obisesan (Ohio University)

Call for Nominations!
2025 Williams-Wright Award

Nominations are being accepted for the 2025 Williams-Wright Award. The deadline is May 1°'l This award
is given annually to an industrial spectroscopist who has made significant contributions to vibrational
spectroscopy while working in industry. May 15" will be here before you know it, so start thinking about worthy
candidates and submit your nominations to the Society’s Nominations Committee: office@coblentz.org.

Additional details can be found on the Society’s website awards page.
Pittcon 2025 Call for Nominations

Pittcon 2025 is now accepting nominations for their 2025 awards. These include the Pittsburgh Analytical
Chemistry Award, the Pittsburgh Spectroscopy Award, the Pittcon Achievement Award, and the Ralph N.
Adams Award in Bioanalytical Chemistry. The nomination deadline for all awards is May 1! Let’s nominate
our Society members for these awards. For more information, click here.

Upcoming Conferences!

SPIE Defense + Commercial Sensing 2024, 21-25 April 2024, National Harbor,
Maryland, USA

The program and registration are now available! The event encompasses technical conferences, courses, and
a 250-company exhibition for learning about sensing technologies being rapidly acquired and deployed
within industrial, security, and government sectors. Register now! One technical conference which may be
of particular interest to our members is “Next-generation Spectroscopic Technologies XVI” which is being
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chaired by three Society members, Luisa Profeta, Richard Crocombe, and Steve Barnett. The program for
this conference may be found here.

77" International Symposium on Molecular Spectroscopy, 17-21 June 2024,
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Join us at ISMS this June as our president Luisa Profeta presents the Coblentz Award to David A. Long of
NIST. Historically known as “The Ohio State Meeting”, the Coblentz Society has long presented the
Coblentz Award at this conference. For more details about the conference and program, click here.

2024 GRC/GRS in Vibrational Spectroscopy

The Coblentz Society is pleased to support the Gordon Research Conference (GRC) and corresponding
Gordon Research Seminar (GRS) in Vibrational Spectroscopy to be held from 4-9 August 2024 at Bryant
University in Smithfield, Rhode Island. The GRS, a unique forum tailored to graduate students and post-
doctoral researchers, is currently accepting abstracts for speakers. All accepted applicants can present a
poster at the GRS. The application for the GRS can be found here.

THE GREAT SCIENTIFIC EXCHANGE

OCTOBER 20-25, 2024
S @ ‘ 2 024 Raleigh Convention Center
Raleigh, North Carolina

The premier meeting for Analytical Chemistry and Allied Sciences

SciX 2024

Start making plans to join us at SciX in Raleigh, North Carolina, October 20-25, 2024! This is the Society’s
annual meeting, and we will have the usual members’ breakfast, speed mentoring, networking event, and
more. The call for papers site is now open.

Deadlines to keep in mind:
May 13: Deadline for oral abstracts
August 12: Deadline for poster abstracts

September 22: Early-bird registration deadline (don't forget that your Coblentz membership gets
you a reduced registration ratel)

September 30: Last day to book hotel!
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We had 256 Coblentz members attend the 2023 conference!l Don't miss out on the opportunity to be part
of the 2024 meeting. For more information on all of the above items, visit the SciX website.

Eastern Analytical Symposium (EAS), 18-20 November 2024, Plainsboro, NJ

EAS 2024 will be here before you know it! Check out the preliminary list of invited sessions, exhibitors and
other programs being planned for this November in the EAS Retort. The conference is now accepting oral

and poster abstracts for the in-person symposium in November as well as the Virtual Student symposium in
May.

Oral abstracts are due by May 1st and the deadline for posters is September 4th. Click here for more
details. The free EAS Virtual Student Symposium (VSS) is also back and will be held May 20, 2024! If you're
a graduate or undergraduate student doing research, we'd like you to submit an abstract and present your
work. Posters and slides, accompanied by oral presentations, are accepted. Abstract submission is now open!
Deadline is May 10th. Visit the EAS website for more details and to register.

Member News!

In case you've missed it, Spectroscopy magazine has been publishing an “lcon of Spectroscopy Laureate
Series” this year. Two of the first three notable spectroscopists profiled, Clara Craver and Peter Griffiths,
are also icons of the Coblentz Society. Please take the time to click on their names and read more about their
fascinating careers! If there is a notable spectroscopist you feel should be profiled for this series, email your

suggestion to Jerry Workman.

In Memoria:

Sadly, we report the passing of former Society Board member, Ronald O. Kagel. Ron served on the Board of
Managers from 1973 to 1977. A full obituary may be read here.

Special Events
Symposium in Honor of Professor Hatsuo Ishida

Mark your calendars for a remarkable event! Case Western Reserve University (CWRU Cleveland Ohio USA)

is hosting an international technical symposium to honor the outstanding scientific contributions of Professor
Hatsuo Ishida on Friday, April 19, 2024.

Dr. Hatfsuo Ishida, Distinguished Professor of Macromolecular Science and Engineering, has made an
indelible mark on the world of polymer science. The international symposium with invited speakers is a
recognition of his expertise, dedication, and invaluable contributions to the field.

Attend the Symposium and gain insights into cutting-edge advancements in polymer science. Whether you're
a researcher, student, or enthusiast, this event promises to inform and inspire!

Register now at

https://casealumni.orqg/professor-hatsuo-ishida-symposium/2frame-nonce=21d4599ffa
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and secure your spot.
Coblentz Society Panel Mentoring Event
Submitted by Jim Rydzak

The Coblentz Society is hosting a virfual mentoring panel discussion of what it's like to work in

different industrial, academic, and government areas. The event will take place via Zoom at noon EST on
Thursday, April 25t

Panel members will offer views on what it is like to work in their field and answer questions from the
audience. The panelists” bios will be provided to participants prior to the event, so participants may review
their backgrounds and formulate questions. Questions may be submitted prior to the event, during the
registration process, or via live chat during the Zoom discussion. The event will begin with panel introductions
and then proceed to the pre-submitted and live chat questions.

We have confirmed panelists from Proctor & Gamble, Dow Chemical, Merck or GSK, RedWave Technology,
and Savannah River and Lawrence Livermore National Labs, as well as several consultants and two university
professors. Reviews of our live mentoring events are always very positive, but we reach a limited audience at
conferences. Take advantage of this virtual event! Register now at https://members.coblentz.org/event-

5619416. Registered attendees will be able to submit questions to the panel prior to the event.

Questions¢ Contact Jim Rydzak (jim.rydzak@specereconsult.com) or the Coblentz Society office
(office@coblentz.org).

1st-3rd Coblentz Society and NE & NY SAS Student 3-Minute Thesis Talks
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Graduate Student Slam Presentations Three-Minute Thesis (Elevator) Talks on
23 May 2024
Submitted by Debbie Peru, Coblentz Society Secretary

We are pleased to announce the fourth Graduate Student Slam Presentation event will be held on Thursday
23 May at 12:00 PM (EDT). These are 3- minute elevator talks by our student members (and future members)
on their thesis research.

The presentations are aimed to showcase talent in spectroscopy and science to potential future post-doctoral
advisors and future employers who will be attending this exciting event.

This opportunity was initisted by the New England and New York Sections of SAS and the Coblentz Society
and is supported by other societies. This event is virtual and open to everyone.

Please submit abstracts here by 30 April.
IR & Raman Courses Announces their 2024 Course Offerings

IR & Raman Courses, Inc. has announced their course offerings for 2024:

e Interpretation of Infrared and Raman Spectra
o 1-5July, Glasgow, Scotland; Tuition $2,900

o Interpretation of Infrared and Raman Spectra
o 9-13 September, Cambridge, Massachusetts; Tuition $2,900

e Practical Vibrational Spectroscopy: Sampling, Data Collection & Analysis
o 15-16 September, Cambridge, Massachusetts; Tuition $1,200

For more information, please visit their website at https://ircourses.org/.

Scholarships for IR & Raman Courses

The Coblentz Society is pleased to offer scholarships to help defray part of the tuition costs for these courses.
These courses are Coblentz-affilisted activities and have been presented annually for over 50 years,
historically at MIT and Bowdoin College. The aim of the courses is to provide a rigorous foundation for
interpretation of vibrational spectra.

The application deadline is May 15" - click here for more information.
News from the Society Office

The office has just received six (!) boxes of Clara Craver’s personal work product, notes, etc. from her son
Steve Smith. | understand Steve’s wife was happy to get them out of their house. &) Stay tuned for what we
find in them....

~ Mary Carrabba
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