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Welcome to the Coblentz Society’s October newsletter! This newsletter is heavily focused on the recently-
held SciX 2021 in-person conference which took place 26 Sep - 1 Oct 2021 in Providence, Rhode Island,
USA. Although | was unable to attend the conference, | heard positive opinions from attendees, especially
from folks who were happy to meet up after nearly 2 years. As was already mentioned in past newsletters,
the Society is undergoing a rebranding to cater to the fast-changing landscape of this world and, in parallel,
increasing visibility. There is a collective impetus from the Society’s Board to increase the number of
members while looking for newer ways to better serve our current members.

The Society recently had a change in president. | would like to take @ moment to recognize and appreciate
the efforts from Ellen on spearheading several initiatives during her tenure, a few of which she has mentioned
in her message below. Though she's stepping down from the president’s role she will continue to work closely
with the Society which many of us are glad about. Thank you, Ellen!

| would like to welcome Zac Schultz as our new president and wish him luck on this new challenge!

Please read what Ellen and Zac have to say below and continue further to catch up on all the happenings
from SciX 2021.

~ Savitha Panikar, Newsletter Editor

Immediate Past-President’s Message
Contributed by Ellen Miseo

As | have finished up my term as president, | can look back and view my accomplishments. Before | start in
on those though, | need to mention that the biggest one, the rebranding of the Society, would not have
happened without Mary Carrabba’s significant efforts.

The major accomplishment, as | see it, is rebranding the Society for the 21 century and providing the
foundation to make the Coblentz Society THE VIBRATIONAL SPECTROSCOPY Society. We have tried to
gather resources to help those new to the field as well as provide a curated list of resources for anyone who
practices vibrational spectroscopy.

The rebranding has gone beyond the look and a new booth for conferences. Growing the Society’s
membership is a major part of the rebranding, and we are trying to reach new people who have never heard
of us and can benefit from the Society.

Another accomplishment is to be able to provide the Coblentz libraries in electronic form for both members
and non-members. There has always been hesitance to do this in case the Society lost control of the



intellectual property, but Society member John Lien, who runs Operant LLC, developed a search program
which provides access to the libraries in a protected format (the same way he protects his software). This
allows us to provide educational information in a way that is useful. | had planned to have a “flyer” to describe
the new software, but | ran out of time. Next month, expect to see a better description with screen captures,
etc. Forthose of you who are using John's eFTIR or PEAKS software, the Ul looks very familiar and useful. And
don't forget that John is graciously giving Society members a 50% discount on the software (which can be
used on any file be it spectra or chromatograms in any range).

At SciX we had our annual member breakfast, and it was very well attended. We had some members who
brought their entire research group and some members we have not seen in a while. It was wonderful to
catch up with those that we have not seen in almost 2 years.

Since we did not have a Speed Mentoring event at SciX, we will be planning a virtual one sometime in
December or early January. If you can help organize it, please get in contact with Mary Carrabba and/or Jim
Rydzak.

As some of you know | am also the education coordinator for SAS; education was and will continue to be a
major focus of the Coblentz Society. | would like to personally thank all the Coblentz members who have
provided content in live classes, virtual classes, and webinars. Over 80% of all the content in these efforts
has been provided by Coblentz members, and | see this as proof that our members care about the mission of
the Society. | am currently investigating a platform that is designed to do live virtual teaching. If you are
interested in creating a short course, get in contact with me. We particularly need some more Raman content.

Something that you may not have seen is my continuous lobbying and promoting the Coblentz Society as
the vibrational technical section/affiliate of SAS. We are the LARGEST section of that Society and although
we have not done a point-by-point comparison, our membership number is half of the entire SAS
membership. In order not to lose our visibility and ability to make an impact we need to continue to provide
support and technical input.

Although starting with this newsletter, Zac gets to write the President’s message, | am not going anywhere. |
will continue working on both marketing the Society and the education effort. By providing curated
information that the community needs we can raise the profile of the Society and make us the place to go for
good vibrational spectroscopy information.

President’s Message
Contributed by Zachary Schultz

As | assume responsibilities as President of the Coblentz Society, | want to start by acknowledging the prior
work that has our Society in excellent shape for the future. As the past President, Ellen did an excellent job
promoting the Society during her term, fostering new educational activities, and overseeing the rebranding
of the Society. Financially, our Society is strong and positioned to invest and build resources that promote
vibrational spectroscopy in the community.

We find our Society in an interesting position. As Ellen has noted, the membership of the Society is a top
priority. Taking a historical perspective, our current membership is about half what the Society was when it
was founded. In my term as president, | hope to figure out if this decreased membership corresponds to lost
members, decreased recruitment and retention, or the need to reach out to a broader cohort of the



vibrational spectroscopy community. As has been discussed by the Board over the past year, finding ways to
serve our members across their careers is important. | hope to help continue and grow the education,
mentoring, and recognition of our members in ways that increase the value of membership in the Society.

As we continue to navigate and (hopefully) exit the pandemic, | think there have been lessons learned. At
SciX last month, | think many of us recognized how important in-person events are for our community (check
out some of the student impressions later in the newsletter), and how much we have missed seeing each other
in person over the past 2 years. At the same time, we have also found new ways to disseminate content and
reach our geographically dispersed membership. Incorporating these lessons to fulfill the mission of the
Society will be an important part of the Society’s future.

| am excited to take over the leadership of the Coblentz Society and look forward to working with all the
dedicated members of the Governing Board and membership to advance the goals of the Society.

2021 Craver Award

Our new president Zac Schutz was also the recipient of the 2021 Craver Award, presented at a Plenary
session during SciX. The presentation provided an overview of Zac's work and was engaging and, considering
the small number of conference attendees, very well attended. Congratulations, Zac!

Spectroscopy's Emerging Leader in Molecular Spectroscopy Award 2021

Our very own Society member, Bhavya Sharma, received this distinguished award which was presented to
her during SciX. An oral symposium was held wherein she presented her work along with other presenters.
Congrats Bhavya!

SciX 2021 Travel Grant Award Recipients — In Their Own Words

“| am very happy and thankful to the Coblentz Society for awarding me a childcare grant to attend SciX2021
conference at Providence, Rhode Island. It was great to attend SciX 2021 in person and network with the
great minds in the spectroscopy community. Managing a work-life balance is always challenging, especially
for the new moms. Dependent care grants from the Coblentz Society encourage women in early careers to
pursue their dream of science while maintaining work-life balance.”

~ Rupali Mankar (Postdoctoral Fellow)

"It is my first time attending the SciX conference in person, which was made possible because of the grant
provided by the Coblentz Society. The conference gave me great exposure to ideas and people outside my
area of research, and I'm grateful to those who planned this incredible conference. | am looking forward to
next year's conference."

~ Chalapathi C Gajjela (Graduate Student Member)

“SciX 2021 was a great opportunity to network in-person with fellow scientists in my field! It was fascinating
to hear about all the research happening in the spectroscopy community and to have conversations with
leaders in that community. The talks, poster sessions, and social hours were all excellent experiences - with
many ideas shared and many connections made. | am very grateful to the Coblentz Society for helping to
fund my trip to this conference, and | hope to return in the upcoming years!”



~ Taylor Payne (Graduate Student Member)
Coblentz Society Members’ Annual Breakfast

Nearly 30 early risers joined us for our annual membership meeting Monday morning at SciX. Over a
delicious hot breakfast, our past-president, Ellen Miseo, summarized her accomplishments during her two
years in office. Our new president, Zac Shultz, then presented Ellen with a gavel plaque and Kate Spade
computer bag in recognition and thanks for her two years of service. As a member of the finance committee,
Zac also informed the attendees about the strong financial status of the Society and programing plans to use
these resources to further the mission of the Society.

Impressions from SciX 2021:

“The SciX conference was back this year for the first time in the Covid era. It was wonderful to see colleagues
and friends again in-person and connect. As expected, the attendance was lighter than pre-covid. That said,
there was an excellent representation from the vendors, academia, and industry to begin our return to a
vibrant, active, and in-person experience. | enjoyed attending various symposia, poster sessions and the
various vendors. The new Coblentz Society booth looked great! Its placement next to tables and seating
(along with the free session of professional head shots) really helped facilitate members to spend more time
at the booth discussing Coblentz Society matters.

| did notice that both SERS and photothermal microscopy contributions continue to expand their application
areas as impact technologies.”

~ Peter Larkin {Coblentz board member)

“I think most attendees would agree, “SciX was successful”, but it was not the usual meeting. Due to the
pandemic and related travel restrictions, the conference was accomplished in a hybrid format this year, which
encouraged in-person attendance, but provided a means to present your work via recording if you could not
be there in person. The symposia were often a mix of in person presentations and recordings, but it worked.

| chaired two sessions, both of which alternated between live and recorded presentations. Because all the
sessions were running this way, people stayed for the recordings and often had a polite discussion about the
presented work. With the recorded authors absent, questions were often unresolved, but the discussion
between the audience members was thoughtful and is a part of conferences that is difficult to capture in a
fully virtual format. A few sessions consisted of entirely recorded content, and the attendance in these venues
was less.

Interweaving the posters within the exhibition kept the exhibition feeling livelier. It also helped draw an
audience for the poster presenters. The networking and feedback provided to students is a big reason | send
my students to conferences, and | felt they got this experience that has been missing with virtual only
conferences.”

~ Zachary Schultz (Coblentz President)

“SciX 2021 was a fantastic experience for me as a graduate student. It gave me the opportunity to present
my research and listen to talks about current research within the spectroscopy community. It was great to
not only listen to talks but to also meet the people behind the research. Although it was smaller than usual, |



was still able to network with many people within my field. SciX allowed me to gain new ideas that | can apply
to my research, and | look forward to attending in the future.”

~ Courtney Morder (Graduate Student Member)

“In addition to having a chance to share my own research, SciX 2021 presented me with many opportunities
to learn about the field of spectroscopy in both academic and industrial settings. As | approach getting closer
to finishing my graduate degree, | will need to decide what | want to do next and SciX allowed me to learn
about research ongoing currently in all settings from attending various talks. As a bonus, | learned new ways
of approaching problems in these sessions that can be applied to my own research. Additionally, | was able
to discuss opportunities available in both academia and industry through networking events to provide insight
into the next steps of my career.”

~ Chelsea Zoltowski (Graduate Student Member)

"SciX 2021 was a fantastic experience for me! As a third-year graduate student, the ability to network, listen
to talks from leaders in my field, and present my research is incredibly important to growing as a researcher
and student, and this conference provided me with those opportunities. | was even awarded a FACSS Student
Poster Award, which was a huge honor. Although the conference was smaller than normal, it was well run,
informative, and very fun. I'm looking forward to attending next year!”

~ Hannah Schorr (Graduate Student Member)

“SciX was a great opportunity to meet and share ideas with fellow researchers. Formal presentations and
informal discussions of research at the conference were both engaging and informative.”

~ Brian Scarpitti (Graduate Student Member)

First, | want to thank the members of SAS that voted and gave me a new opportunity to serve the spectroscopy
community and the profession that has so enriched my professional career. Under the guidance and advice
of present and past SAS presidents | have been attending as many of the SAS meetings (EC, governing, etc..)
to get a big picture of the current leadership activities, priorities and needs. While at SciX | had several
meetings with the president elect (AW), president (KB) and past president (RC) to get their perspectives on
critical initiatives and issues presently front and center for SAS. | very much appreciate the opportunity to talk
and learn from all of them. | look forward to helping to contribute to the excellent SAS leadership team in
the near future.

~ Peter Larkin (who, if you didn't already know, has a new feather on his cap as President-
Elect for SAS starting January 2022)

Welcome to our new members!

Lifetime:
Rebecca Airmet (Airmet Editing)
Rina Dukor (BioTools)
Regular:
Donna Andrauskas (Andrauskas Consulting)
Tavis Ezell (City University of New York|



Alexander Govyadinov (Attocube Systems AG)
Elena Hagemann (Metrohm USA)
Henry Lin (ABB)
Jim Maslar (National Institute of Standards & Technology)
Chris Palmer (University of Montana)
Deborah Peru (DP Spectroscopy and Training, LLC)
Steven Ray (SUNY Buffalo)
Luis Rodriguez-Saona (The Ohio State University)
Phillip Wilcox (US Army DEVCOM CBC)
Student:
Vanessa Cupil-Garcia (Duke University)
Chalapathi Gajjela (University of Houston)
Evan Kelly (University of Hawaii Manoa)
Alexis Weber (SupreMEtric LLC)
Hong Wei (University of California, Irvine)

New Booth at SciX

SciX saw the roll-out of our newly rebranded Coblentz Society booth and T-shirts - both were well
received. The daily Coblentz Trivia Challenge brought high traffic to the booth as attendees vied to win free
T-shirts by correctly answering three questions to qualify for the drawings. Our t-shirt winners were Chelsea
Zoltowski (graduate student, The Ohio State University), Dave Schiering (RedWave Technology), and Taylor
Payne (graduate student, The Ohio State University]. Congratulations to alll If you didn’t win, but would still
like a shirt, just visit our online store. Headshots, offered free to members on Tuesday, were also a large draw
with nearly 40 members taking advantage of the opportunity to update their profile pictures.

T-Shirts!!!

The Society’s rebranded t-shirts were a hit at SciX. New look, same slogan! If you missed getting yours at
SciX, pick one up at our online store. We are now selling our old merchandise at a discount, so if you're still
a fan of the old prism logo, be certain to order your shirts before they're sold out. As always, shipping is free
for members.

Bulletin Board

e One of our members is selling a house in Titusville, FL. If you want more information, please email
Jay Powell at jay@jipowellfamily.com.

e Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute has instituted a new program called “the Arch” where students have
an “away” semester. In chemistry, this could be conducting research or working as an intern at some
company. Unfortunately, thanks to Covid, the opportunities are not as widespread ad one would
hope. The Chemistry faculty is working with students to place them for Spring 2022. If you know of
an opportunity or would be interested in hosting a student, please get in touch with Professor Jake
Shelly at shellj@rpi.edu.

e We need help manning the Coblentz Booth at EAS. If you can help, please email Mary Carrabba or
Jim Rydzak.
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e If you are interested in virtually attending the MIT Spectroscopy Laboratory monthly seminar, look
out for the forwarded invitation from the office. The list of remaining speakers is below although
titles are not yet available.

o 11/9 - Paul French (Imperial College London, UK)
o 11/16 - Harold Linnartz {University of Leiden, Netherlands)
o 11/30 - Ben Schuler (University of Zurich, Switzerland)

e The Society office has three Pelican-style shipping cases to rehome. Contact Ellen Miseo or Mary
Carrabba for details.

e TeakOrigin did not receive the next round of funding and Ellen Miseo is in the process of liquidating
a lot of equipment. In addition to wet chemistry equipment, there is a lot of spectroscopic
equipment. If interested, please email Ellen at ellen.miseo@gmail.com.

Late Breaking!!

Nominations Now OPEN For The 2022 GOLD MEDAL AWARD!!
The SOCIETY for APPLIED SPECTROSCOPY - NEW YORK/NEW JERSEY Section

Nominations are being sought for the 2022 Gold Medal Award of the New York/New Jersey Section of the
Society for Applied Spectroscopy. This coveted award was established in 1952 to recognize outstanding
contributions to the field of Applied Spectroscopy. The Gold Medal is presented at a special award
symposium, arranged in honor of the awardee, at the 2022 Eastern Analytical Symposium. A nominating
letter describing the nominee’s specific accomplishments should be submitted along with a biographical
sketch and list of publications by January 10th, 2022. More details about this award can be found at:
www.nysas.org => Awards

Please email all materials to Dana Garcia [dana.garcia99@gmail.com).

In closing......

Please consider the Society’s Newsletter and website to publicize your events and news items. Join our
LinkedIn group to get our latest news bytes or follow us on Twitter @CoblentzSociety to show your support
for the Coblentz Society. We're always looking forward to hearing of all the fun applications with
spectroscopy in school, work, and elsewhere.

~ Savitha Panikar, Newsletter Editor
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