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December 2022

Hello all and welcome to the last newsletter for the year 2022! As many of us start our holiday season and
reminisce about this year as it unfolded, we have much to be grateful for. The Coblentz Society editorial
team is very blessed to have so many members and readers (numbers for each grew exponentially this
year!) as part of our spectroscopy community.

~Savitha Panikar, Newsletter Editor

President’s message
Submitted by Zac Schultz, Society President

I want to start off my message by wishing everyone a happy holiday season and best wishes for the coming
year.  I am really excited about things the Coblentz Society accomplished this past year and look forward to
continuing to grow the Society in 2023. 

Recently, I had the pleasure of representing the Coblentz Society at the 2022 IRDG Christmas meeting at
University College London.  The original plan was to have me present as the Craver Award winner in 2021,
and the IRDG kindly renewed the invitation to me after COVID disrupted the meeting last year.  The IRDG
Christmas meeting has a substantial history and I want to thank Mike George for helping arrange our
participation and introducing our societies’ common history prior to my talk.  Combined, Coblentz and the
IRDG have 140 years of promoting vibrational spectroscopy.  We hope to continue collaborations with
joint sessions at SciX this fall and for Coblentz to continue sponsoring a speaker at future IRDG Christmas
meetings.  Having experienced the meeting for the first time, it is a special event and one that I am thankful
to have participated in.  The following pictures capture some of the goings on from the IRDG meeting:
coats were appreciated, a motley crew of Coblentz members attended, and the tenor of the talks shifted
substantially before and after lunch. 
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One of the other activities that began this year was the online student research exchanges.  We had two
great online sessions and an outstanding in-person session at SciX.  The European winners were able to
attend the IRDG meeting and providing forums to encourage early career researchers is something I hope
we continue in the future. 

At the last board of managers meeting (Dec. 9), we passed our budget for 2023.  I am excited to see the
Society continue many of the successful initiatives from 2022 and look to grow the impact of the Society
for all our members. 

I want to update everyone on recent additions to the Society leadership. Luisa Profeta was selected by the
Board of Managers as President-elect of the Coblentz Society and will succeed me as the Society President
following SciX this coming October.  Luisa has been a dedicated member of the Society and I trust she will
continue to lead us forward in the future. 

Also, thank you to everyone who voted in our recent elections. We had a very competitive election. I am
happy to announce that Jerry Workman and Ken Knappenberger will be joining the board of managers,
and Debra Peru will become the Society’s next secretary.  I appreciate all the candidates’ willingness to
stand for election and hope to continue working with all the candidates to further the goals of the Society in
the future.

Again, I hope everyone is able to enjoy the holiday season and I look forward to continuing work with our
outstanding membership to advance vibrational spectroscopy in the coming year. 

Zac Schultz, President

Welcome to our new members!

Regular:

Alexander Samokhvalov (Morgan State University)

Student:

Riley Alpuché (SUNY Albany)

Seeking Nominations - Student Awards

2023 Nomination Deadline: February 28, 2023

The Coblentz Society is currently accepting nominations for the 2023 Student Awards. It’s time to start
thinking about your outstanding students and getting their student award nomination packages together for
next year’s awards.  For details, go to the Society website.

Spectroscopy Conference Grants – January 15th Deadline!

The Coblentz Society offers two grants designed to assist students and early-career professionals who wish
to attend conferences where the Society is an active participant. These include PittCon, ISMS, SciX, EAS,
and ICAVS. The first grant helps defray the cost of travel and the second grant aids with childcare costs
either provided through a conference or provided at the applicant’s home to allow parents to attend one of
the designated conferences. Applications for these grants can be obtained from the Society by contacting
office@coblentz.org. January 15th is the application deadline for spring and summer conferences.  See the
Society website for more information.

Society Election Results!

The Coblentz Society recently solicited votes for selecting key members of the board. The elections closed

https://www.coblentz.org/awards/
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/MWC%20Documents/Clients/Coblentz/Newsletters/2022/2022%2012%20December%20Newsletter/office@coblentz.org
https://www.coblentz.org/awards/grantsandscholarships/
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The Coblentz Society recently solicited votes for selecting key members of the board. The elections closed
on December 15th and the results have been tallied. We are happy to announce that our new Board of
Managers members are Jerry Workman and Ken Knappenberger.  Luisa Profeta was selected by the
Board as our President-elect to succeed Zac Schultz as President next fall.  Debra Peru was elected as our
new Secretary and, in case you missed it, the Board has named Nancy Jestel as our new Treasurer.  Nancy
takes over for Ian Lewis, who recently stepped down from the position which he held for six years.

Analytically Speaking” - the new podcast from LCGC and Spectroscopy!

Submitted by Laura Bush, Editorial Director of LCGC & Spectroscopy

LCGC and Spectroscopy have a joint podcast, called “Analytically Speaking”. The podcast addresses
important issues in separation science and analytical spectroscopy. Topics include new analytical
techniques, methods, and approaches; the latest trends; advances in instrument and software technology;
practical solutions for specific applications; recent papers in the scientific literature and their applicability;
challenges and solutions for data analysis and interpretation; analytical chemistry theory and fundamentals
(from advanced research to tutorials and troubleshooting); and more. Our regular hosts are Dwight Stoll,
PhD, a professor of chemistry at Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, Minnesota, and Jerry Workman,
PhD, a spectroscopist, noted author, current Senior Technical Editor of Spectroscopy and LCGC, and
newest Coblentz Society board member. Dwight covers separation science and Jerry addresses
spectroscopy related topics. I encourage you all to listen – and to subscribe or follow.

Please also share the podcast with your students, colleagues, bosses, friends, neighbors, and even complete
strangers you meet on the train!

Here are links to the podcast on various platforms, where you can see all the episodes:

Spectroscopy website
LCGC website
Apple podcasts
Google podcasts
SoundCloud

So far, we have six episodes. A new episode “drops” on the first of every month.

 
Call for an Attorney

The Society is looking for an attorney to assist with occasional legal matters. Our counsel, who was with us
for many years, has retired. If you know anyone well-versed in non-profit matters who is willing to offer
their services, please reach out to the Society office.

Conference News - Peter Griffiths' 80th Birthday

At SciX 2022, a session was held on Thursday afternoon honoring the vibrational spectroscopy legend,
Peter Griffiths, in recognition of his 80th birthday. All the speakers were former students of the
octogenarian, who paid tribute to the contributions made by Peter in the field of spectroscopy and
environmental chemistry.  Peter is a former editor of Applied Spectroscopy, an honorary member of the
Coblentz Society, and an Emeritus Professor of Chemistry at the University of Idaho. Peter has received
numerous awards and honors over the decades, including the Coblentz Award in Molecular Spectroscopy. 
He continues to teach short courses and attend conferences and is currently the owner of Griffith’s
Consulting.

Conference News –IRDG 2022 …… in pictures!

https://www.spectroscopyonline.com/analytically-speaking-podcast
https://www.chromatographyonline.com/analytically-speaking-podcast
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/analytically-speaking/id1617294496
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5zb3VuZGNsb3VkLmNvbS91c2Vycy9zb3VuZGNsb3VkOnVzZXJzOjEwOTU4NjAyNDUvc291bmRzLnJzcw
https://soundcloud.com/analytically-speaking
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News from the Society Office

First of all, let me apologize publicly to Rohit Bhargava for misspelling his name in last month's
newsletter.  Rohit has already graciously forgiven me. 

Secondly, as many of you may already know, 2023 is the 50th anniversary of FACSS/SciX.  A historical
display celebrating the milestone is planned for the exhibit.  Our Society has formed an ad hoc committee
to prepare a Coblentz contribution for this display at SciX; if you’d like to volunteer, please contact the
office.

Lastly, in the spirit of giving, this holiday season, we ask for you to consider donating to the Society too.
Donations in the form of money, mentorship, time (volunteering) are highly encouraged.  As a reminder,
your monetary donations help the Society retain its non-profit status.  A heartfelt thank you to those of you
who have already donated!

That’s all for this year – Happy Holidays and we hope to see many of you at Pittcon next year!

~ Mary Carrabba and Savitha Panikar

Visit our website at www.coblentz.org
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