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I welcome your positive ideas for advancing vibrational spectros-
copy innovation and enthusiasm in 2018!

Wishing you satisfaction in your vibrational spectroscopic endeavors,

Brandye Smith-Goettler
President of the Coblentz Society

COBLENTZ MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Katherine Cilwa, Membership Committee Chair

Greetings Coblentz Members! Our paid membership (at the time 
of this writing in Jan. 2018) stands at 376 scientists. I am happy to 
announce a new option for membership renewal through the Co-
blentz Website. Beginning this year, you may now select “Recurring” 
when processing your renewal. This option will automatically renew 
membership on a yearly basis. Net result: one less thing for you to 
do and a few less automated emails to your inbox! Of course, you 
can still pay your dues through the Society for Applied Spectroscopy 
(SAS). Renewals through SAS will not show up immediately in your 
Coblentz account, however we are now updating our membership 
registry on a monthly basis through kind coordination with SAS 
home office. Anyone wishing to join the Society as a new mem-
ber may do so by submitting an application at the Coblentz web 
site (www.coblentz.org/Membership), selecting the Coblentz Soci-
ety when completing your SAS application, or by contacting myself 
(katherine.cilwa@coblentz.org). We welcome suggestions for hon-
orary memberships in the Society from all members. 

TREASURER’S REPORT

Ian R. Lewis

The Society’s budgets have been balanced over the past several 
years. Accordingly, the financial health of the Society is robust. Our 
investment fund balance remains strong at $717,567.03 (as of end 
of year 2017). While the final accounting for 2017 is not quite 
complete, income and expenditures were in line with the budgeted 
amounts as shown in an abbreviated format below. Every year since 
2011, a disbursement from the investment fund has been budgeted 
to cover award expenses. However, the Society has been able to 
cover all award expenses from its operating fund. Thus, the allocat-
ed disbursement funds, earmarked for withdrawal, are being rolled 
over to a future time when needed for operating expenses. The to-
tal of these earmarked funds now stands at approximately $39,000.

EDITORS’ COMMENTS

The Society’s Newsletter is returning after a two-year hiatus. The past 
two years have seen several leadership changes in the Society. We 
thank Mark Druy for his 2.5 years of service as president and wel-
come Brandye Smith-Goettler as our new leader. Following the 2017 
election, Ian Lewis was elected to the role of Treasurer from Mary 
Carrabba, who has now been contracted to be the Society’s virtual of-
fice manager. Francis Esmonde-White, Christina Young, John Kauffman, 
and Ellen Miseo have rolled off the Board of Directors after complet-
ing their four years of serving the Society. They have been replaced by 
new Board members Xiaoyun (Shawn) Chen, Rohith Reddy, Zachary 
Schultz, and Fred Haibach who can represent members with an indus-
trial, consulting, and academic background. To better meet the needs 
of our members, the Society’s annual membership meeting, tradition-
ally held at Pittcon, has been moved to SciX.

As announced in our last issue, the newsletter is in need of a new 
editor or editors. As Karen Esmonde-White is diligently serving as the 
Program Chair for SciX 2018, we thank her for her years of service 
as our Newsletter Co-Editor from 2011–2017. If you have an interest 
in writing about Society events, or cajoling others into service, please 
contact the Society’s office. It is a great way to help the Society and 
add some writing credits to your CV. In addition to seeking volunteers 
for our Newsletter, we ask anyone with interest in supporting the So-
ciety through volunteer work please contact Mark Druy (mark.druy@
coblentz.org). You can help with our website management, serve on 
award committees, organize a local Society event, or make your own 
suggestion. Happy sciencing!

Mary Carrabba and Katherine Cilwa

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

On behalf of the Society, I would like to say thank you for your 
membership and, most importantly, your scientific contributions to 
the field of vibrational spectroscopy. As you are aware, the Society 
is a non-profit organization of persons interested in fostering the 
understanding and application of vibrational spectroscopy within the 
fields of chemistry, physics, and biology. Awards, conference session 
organization, networking opportunities, and resources are some of 
the manners in which we serve YOU, our members. By encourag-
ing the visibility and recognition of quality science, we hope to 
highlight new barriers, new solutions, new opportunities, and con-
sequently help chart new courses in vibrational spectroscopy. To all 
of you, being pioneers in vibrational spectroscopy, I strive to enable 
that your work is shared and accordingly awarded. I am humbled 
to serve such a great group of vibrational spectroscopists and to 
follow all the great Society officers and board members before me. 
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The membership should be aware of two changes in 2017 that are 
likely to have a material financial impact on future budgets; these are 
under the categories of the FACSS/SciX Allocation Fund and General 
Operating. The Society has almost completed the funds available to it 
from the FACSS/SciX Allocation fund. This was anticipated, but the im-
pact is that this Income will not be available in future years. The second 
category impacted is the General Operating expenses. In 2017, Mark 
Druy, as president, sought Board approval to create a paid Office Man-
ager role for the Society. This function would support the Society’s vol-
unteers and conduct day-to-day operations for the Society, as well as 
provide logistical support. Mary Carrabba has been contracted to fulfill 
this role and has been on-board for several months in 2017. This posi-
tion ensures the Society moves forward but comes at some expense.

Due to these two changes, the proposed budget for fiscal year 
2018 is likely to utilize some of the allocated disbursement funds not-
ed above. The 2018 budget proposed by the Finance Committee was 
accepted at the SciX Fall Board meeting (and is shown in the Table). 

A detailed accounting for 2018 and the finalized 2019 budget 
will be available at the general membership meeting at SciX 2018 
in Atlanta, Georgia, in October. As always, a complete financial 

statement may be requested from the Treasurer by any Society 
member at any time.

In closing let me, on behalf of the Society, thank those members 
and organizations that have chosen to make donations to the Society 
(and thus its purpose) in the last calendar year. I ask each of you to 
consider donating to the Society in 2018 to allow us to continue 
provide high quality scientific opportunities in the future.

2017 SCIX ACTIVITIES

Ian R. Lewis and Jim Rydzak

Student Awards

For many years, the Society has encouraged young scientists to 
pursue studies in spectroscopy by seeking nominations of out-
standing students for the Coblentz Student Awards. The awardees 
receive a Desk Book, a certificate, and a year’s membership in the 
Society. In 2017, the Society was pleased to recognize four students 
as part of the annual Coblentz student awards. Two of the four stu-

dents attended SciX and were recognized 
during the Sunday night poster session and 
conference opener supported by SAS and 
FACSS; two were unable to attend. 

James Brooks is a graduate student in 
Professor Renee Frontiera’s research group 
in the Department of Chemistry at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota. He received a B.A. in 
Chemistry and a Minor in Management from 
Gustavus Adolphus College. His current 
research investigates plasmon-driven pho-
tochemical reactions via ultrafast surface-
enhanced Raman spectroscopy (SERS). 

Christian Graefe is also a gradu-
ate student in Professor Renee Frontiera’s 
research group. He received his B.A. in 
Chemistry with a concentration in envi-
ronmental studies from St. Olaf College 
in Northfield, MN. Following the comple-
tion of his undergraduate degree, Christian 
worked as a contract lab analyst before his 
Ph.D. in Chemistry. In Professor Frontiera’s 
group, he has contributed to the develop-
ment of a new label-free sub-diffraction 
chemical imaging technique that com-
bines stimulated Raman spectroscopy with 
ideas from stimulated emission depletion 
(STED) microscopy. 

Ewelina Mistek is a graduate student 
in Professor Igor Lednev’s group in the De-
partment of Chemistry at the University of 
Albany. She left her home country of Poland 
to obtain an Academy Profession Degree in 
Chemical and Biotechnical Science from the 
University of Applied Sciences in Denmark. 
During the program, she pursued a one-
year internship in forensic science with the 
Lednev Research Group. Her work involved 
the application of vibrational spectroscopy 
and statistical data analysis for the develop-
ment of new forensic methods with a focus 
on the identification and characterization of 
body fluid traces. Following the completion 
of her B.S. in Forensic and Analytical Science 
(with Distinction) at the Robert Gordon 

2017 Finances

 Expenses 2017 
Budget

2017 
Actual

2018 
Budget

(in dollars) (in dollars) (in dollars)
 Booth expenses (Pittcon, International 
Symposium on Molecular Spectroscopy, 
FACSS/SciX, Eastern Analytical 
Symposium)

500 92 500 

Awards 12,845 10,478 11,375 

Pittcon 1,700 232 950 

ISMS (including reception) 950 500 950 

SciX (including membership breakfast) 7,900 1,165 4,200 

EAS (including reception) 3,650 2,403 2,650 

ICTRVS, IR Courses, Spring SciX 4,250 4,250 6,250 

New booth merchandise (shirts, etc.) 300 0 300 

Educational Committee activities 400 0 400 

General operating expenses (taxes, 
legal fees, insurance, office management, 
registrations, shipping, etc.)

12,650 6,949 17,150 

Total expenses 45,145 26,069 44,725 

Income (in dollars) (in dollars) (in dollars)
Member dues 7,000 6,995 7,000 

Book sales and IR collection revenue 5,200 5,000 5,200 

Sponsors and donations 5,700 3,385 200 

Merchandise sales 600 563 600 

FACSS/SciX Dispersal Fund 4,907 4,494 0 

Conference support (Pittcon and EAS) 5,000 5,000 5,000 

Anticipated endowment disbursement 8,170 6,802 8,920 

Misc. 100 36 100 

Total Income 34,457* 30,203* 27,020 

Budget Total (10,688) 4,134 (17,705)

*  Income is adjusted down by $2,120 to account for FACSS dispersal funds being used to 
cover Craver Award expenses that are also included in the anticipated investment fund 
disbursement.
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University, Aberdeen in Scotland, Ms. Mistek returned to the Univer-
sity at Albany to pursue her Ph.D.

Ian Lewis (left) presents a 2017 Coblentz Student Award to Ewelina 
Mistek (right).

In addition to receiving a Coblentz Student Award, David A. Bryce 
was recognized as this year’s recipient of the William G. Fateley award. 
David received a B.S. in Chemistry from Central Washington University in 
2012; he worked as a post bachelor’s research assistant at Pacific North-
west National Lab, developing infrared spectroscopic methodology for in 
situ study of the partitioning of contaminants between water and super-
critical CO2. He is currently enrolled in the Department of Chemistry 
at the University of Utah pursuing a Ph.D. in Analytical Chemistry in the 
laboratory of Professor Joel Harris. David’s research focused on develop-
ing and utilizing confocal Raman microscopy methods for detection and 
analysis within individual chromatographic particles. His current research 
provides both quantitative and structural information about molecular in-
teractions with phospholipid membranes. David is presently the National 
Student Representative to the Executive Committee of SAS.

David A. Bryce (left) receives the 2017 William G. Fateley Award 
from Ian Lewis.

Speed Mentoring Event at SciX17!

Again, the Coblentz Society, in partnership with SAS, held our annual 
Speed Mentoring session – one of our most popular member services. 
It is a fun, fast-paced session that enables a structured interaction with 

spectroscopists from various industries, academia, and government labs 
that enable early career members to get an understanding of what it is 
like to work in those areas. These interactions can be the basis of an 
ongoing mentoring relationship if that is of interest and is a wonderful 
networking opportunity for job hunting or just getting a better under-
standing of life as a spectroscopist. It is also a great opportunity for 
mentors to share his or her work experiences with the next generation 
of spectroscopists. The session has settled in to a Monday lunchtime 
slot and will continue again at SciX 2018. RSVPing ahead is required 
by either checking the signup box on the upcoming SciX registration 
form or register on-line at the Coblentz website (members.coblentz.
org\events). We look forward to seeing you at the 2018 Speed 
Mentoring Event and come hungry as lunch is provided!

2017 SciX Speed Mentoring Event

Craver Award

In 2006, the Society created an award to recognize the efforts of young 
professional spectroscopists that have made significant contributions in 
applied analytical vibrational spectroscopy. The Society named this award 
for Clara D. Craver in recognition of her pioneering efforts in promoting 
the practice of infrared vibrational spectroscopy and her many years of 
service to the Society. Clara Craver was the editor of the Coblentz Desk 
reference and other subsequent libraries that later became databases of 
infrared spectra that are the foundation for the application of modern 
vibrational spectroscopy. Her efforts resulted in the creation of the invest-
ment fund that supports the Society and many of the awards that it gives 
out annually. Further, the Craver Award is the Society’s complement of 
its prestigious Coblentz Award that recognizes young spectroscopists for 
efforts in fundamental aspects of vibrational spectroscopy. 

Martin Zanni, of the University of Wisconsin–Madison, was pre-
sented with the 2017 Craver Award at last fall’s SciX meeting. Martin 
T. Zanni received his Ph.D. from the University of California – Berkeley 
and was a Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of Pennsylvania. He is 
currently the Meloche–Bascom Professor of Chemistry at the University 
of Wisconsin – Madison. He is one of the earliest innovators in 2D IR 
spectroscopy and has made many technological innovations in 2D IR, 2D 
visible, and 2D SFG spectroscopy. He utilizes these new spectroscopies 
to study topics in biophysics, chemical physics, photovoltaics, and surface 
science. He has received many national and international accolades for 
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his research. He founded PhaseTech Spectroscopy, Inc., which is the first 
company to commercialize 2D IR and 2D visible spectroscopies.

Professor Zanni is a prior recipient of the Society’s Coblentz 
Award. He is the first recipient of both the Coblentz and the Craver 
awards – which is extraordinary as the Board of Managers considered 
these two awards covered new and different fields. Ian Lewis stated 
that through this award the Society recognized that Professor Zanni 
had bridged the “fundamental” to “applied” divide. 

Ian Lewis (left) presents the 2017 Craver Award to Martin Zanni of 
the University of Wisconsin–Madison

Annual Membership Meeting breakfast

The AMM was held on Thursday morning at SciX. A dedicated few mem-
bers attended this event where a review of the Society’s business and 
standing were held. Mark Druy, president, formally stepped down at the 
conclusion of the meeting and received a gift (a relatively rare bottle of 
Scottish Whiskey) that (being a whiskey man) we hope he enjoys from 
the Society in recognition of his 2.5 years as Society President. 

The Society solicits ideas from the membership for an alternative 
time/event to serve as the AMM at SciX 2018. Ideas can be sent to 
the Society officers or the Society Office Manager (listed at the end 
of the Newsletter). 

EASTERN ANALYTICAL SYMPOSIUM 2017 
REVIEW
Brandye Smith-Goettler

An exciting year for EAS with multiple changes, 2017 saw most signifi-
cantly a change in venue. EAS serves scientists in the analytical and al-
lied sciences via an annual meeting consisting of technical papers, short 
courses, workshops, an exposition, and other activities. EAS is able to 
accomplish this with a dedicated team of volunteers, exhibitors, gen-
erous corporate sponsors, and committed sponsoring organizations. 
The support of the Coblentz Society contributes to EAS by having sci-
entifically relevant vibrational spectroscopy focused sessions and net-
working opportunities. The 2017 theme was “Building Our Analytical 
Future”. This reflects innovative, forward-thinking analytical solutions as 
well as EAS moving to the Crowne Plaza Princeton–Conference Center 
in Plainsboro, New Jersey. This facility is well suited to the size of the 
symposium and expo and allowed all activities to occur under one roof. 
Under this “one roof”, the Society organized three sessions. One ses-
sion was titled “Spectroscopy for Counterfeit Detection” and featured 
an enthusiastic Dr. Sayo Fakayode, Professor of Chemistry/Department 
Head of Physical Sciences at the University of Arkansas–Fort Smith, 
Dr. Jason Rodriguez of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), 

Dr. Kristen Frano of B&W Tek, and Dr. Ishan Barman of John Hopkins 
University. Each presented on spectroscopic applications for counterfeit 
determination of cooking oils, pharmaceuticals, precious gemstones, and 
biotherapeutics, respectively. Our second session was titled “Monitoring 
Pollution and Climate Change” where we had three remarkable scien-
tists present followed by a panel discussion. Dr. Frank Vogt from the 
University of Tennessee, Dr. Andres Campiglia from the University of 
Central Florida, and Dr. Vasanthi Sivaprakasam from the Optical Scienc-
es Division of Naval Research Laboratory; all led fascinating presenta-
tions both scientific and heroic. Thirdly, we organized an exciting session 
titled “Spectroscopic Applications of PAT in the Biopharmaceutical and 
Chemical Industries” with Dr. Bhumit Patel from Merck and Co., Inc., 
Dr. Karen Esmonde-White from Kaiser Optical Systems, Inc., Dr. John 
Bobiak from Bristol-Myers Squibb, and Dr. Xiaoyun (Shawn) Chen from 
The Dow Chemical Company. All three sessions were well attended and 
received. Thanks to all of our fantastic speakers for your exceptional 
work that benefits us all. Additionally, the Society maintains a booth 
within the EAS exhibition to answer member questions/concerns and 
to attract new members. We are very grateful to EAS, our booth volun-
teers, and to Horiba Jobin Yvon for maintaining our booth. Lastly, and as 
tradition, we hosted a lovely reception Monday evening (thanks to our 
FANTASTIC corporate sponsor Renishaw) with good food and drink 
and great innovative conversations amongst our exceptional members.

THE IRDG CHRISTMAS MEETING

Richard Crocombe

The Infrared and Raman Discussion Group (IRDG) (http://www.irdg.
org) in the UK, is in many respects a sister organization to the Co-
blentz Society. It was founded in 1950 to “concern itself with matters 
related to infra-red spectroscopy”, and membership would be “open 
to firms, organisations and individuals concerned with or interested in 
infra-red spectroscopy”. There were initially 28 members. IRDG is a 
FACSS member society and regularly organizes sessions at FACSS SciX. 
In addition, many IRDG members are closely involved in setting up the 
Spring SciX meeting, scheduled for April 2018 in Glasgow, Scotland. 
The current IRDG chair is Karen Faulds (University of Strathclyde). 
Like the Coblentz Society, IRDG sponsors several awards:

•   The Norman Sheppard Award for Vibrational Spectroscopy, 
awarded for distinguished and sustained contribution to 
vibrational spectroscopy

•   The Chalmers and Dent Student Travel Award
•   The Francis Dunstan Travel Award
•   The Martin and Willis Prize, awarded for the best 

presentation by a young spectroscopist at the IRDG Martin 
and Willis Prize Meeting

•   IRDG traditionally has an all-day Christmas meeting, 
attracting a large attendance. For many years this was held 
at King’s College London, and then moved to University 
College, London (UCL). 

This year the program was:

•   Handheld Vibrational Spectroscopy: The Present and the Future 
(Richard Crocombe, Crocombe Spectroscopic Consulting)

•   The Lost Art of Infrared Interpretation Within Industry (Curt 
Marcott, Light Light Solutions)

•   Shining Light on Medieval Manuscripts (Andy Beeby, Durham 
University)

•   “You Ought to be in Pictures”: the Emergence of Infrared 
Spectral Imaging (Neil Lewis, Mettler Toledo Autochem)

•   130 Years of the IRDG and the Coblentz Society: What Can 
We Learn from People, History and Books (Michael George, 
University of Nottingham)

•   Watching Chemical Reactions with Ultrafast Infrared 
Spectroscopy (Andrew Orr-Ewing, University of Bristol)
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2:50 – 3:25  Fourier Transform Spectroscopy is Alive and Well, 
Henry Buijs, ABB, Inc.

3:25 – 3:40  Recess

3:40 – 4:15  Infrared Spectrometers and Analyzers, Arno Simon, 
Bruker Optik GmbH, Roland Harig

4:15 – 4:50  A High-Throughput Developability and Comparability 
Assessment (HT-DCA) Platform Providing a 
Transformative Solution for the Study of Proteins, 
Belinda Pastrana, Protein Dynamic Solutions, LLC

2018 COBLENTZ AWARD

The Society will present the 2018 Coblentz Award to Professor Hans 
Jakob Wörner at the International Symposium on Molecular Spec-
troscopy (ISMS) in June 2018. 

Professor Hans Jakob Wörner studied Chemistry at ETH Zürich, 
where he also completed his Ph.D. in high-resolution molecular spec-
troscopy in 2007. He then moved to Laboratoire Aimé-Cotton in Or-
say, where he completed a short postdoctoral period in theoretical 
molecular spectroscopy. Professor Wörner then spent three years as 
a research associate in the Attosecond Science group at the National 
Research Council of Canada. In 2010, he was appointed as Asst. Pro-
fessor in Physical Chemistry at ETH Zürich and was promoted to 
Associate Professor in 2013.

The research of Professor Wörner is dedicated to attosecond 
time-resolved spectroscopy of molecules. His research group has 
developed several new techniques for measuring the electronic dy-
namics of molecules on sub-femtosecond and attosecond time scales. 
In particular, his group has reported the first measurements of at-
tosecond charge migration in molecules, attosecond photoionization 
delays in molecules and femtosecond soft X-ray transient absorption 
spectroscopy. The group of Professor Wörner has further realized the 
first attosecond time-resolved measurements in the liquid phase by 
coupling an attosecond light source to a liquid microjet.

Professor Wörner’s contributions to science have been recognized 
by many prizes, including the Coblentz Award (2018), an ERC Con-
solidator Grant (2017), the Carus medal (2016), the Klung–Wilhelmy 
Science Award (2014), the Broida Prize (2013), the Nernst–Haber–
Bodenstein Prize (2013), an ERC Starting Grant (2012), the Grammati-
cakis–Neumann Prize (2012), the Göttingen Academy Prize (2012) and 
the Ruzicka Prize (2012). Professor Wörner is an elected member of 
the German Young of Sciences and Humanities (Die Junge Akademie).

Professor Hans Jakob Wörner, winner of the 2018 Coblentz Award 
to be presented at ISMS in June 2018

The talks were held in a classical, steeply raked lecture theatre, 
just steps away from Jeremy Bentham, one of early supporters of 
UCL. Check out Bentham’s Wikipedia entry for the somewhat bi-
zarre story. The meeting included a poster session and a very nice 
traditional lunch. Over lunch, Neil Lewis described Professor Bill 
George’s contributions to spectroscopy, and Bill was presented with 
the Norman Sheppard Award. If any Society members are in London 
around mid-December 2018, then going to this meeting is highly 
recommended!

Michael George of the University of Nottingham gives a presen-
tation on the combined 130-year history of the IRDG and the 
Coblentz Society 

PITTCON 2018 PREVIEW

Wednesday afternoon in Room 205A, The Coblentz Society will 
present the 2018 Williams–Wright Award for Industrial Spectrosco-
py to Charles (Chuck) R. Anderson of Spectral Systems in recognition 
of his long career and significant accomplishments in Fourier trans-
form infrared spectroscopy. He built his first FT-IR spectrometer in 
1969, prior to commercially available FT-IR systems being readily avail-
able, which led to the development of improved FT-IR systems sold 
by General Dynamics Corp. using the Fabri-Tek (Nicolet) computer 
systems. He then led the engineering effort at Nicolet Instrument 
Corporation in commercializing FT-IR spectrometers for the general 
analytical laboratory market, including the creation of the Nicolet 
7199, 6000, 8000 vacuum system, MX-1, 60SX, 5DX, 20SX FT-IR spec-
trometers. In 1994, Chuck became the President of Spectral Systems, 
a manufacturer of infrared optics for FT-IR, who he continues to work 
for today. At Spectral Systems he was able to bring his vast knowledge 
of FT-IR to make Spectral Systems the world leader in infrared optics 
and beamsplitters for optical spectroscopy.

There is a technical session planned in conjunction with the award 
presentation:

1:30 – 1:35  Introductory Remarks – Richard Crocombe

1:35 – 1:40  Presentation of the 2018 Coblentz Society’s  
Williams–Wright Award to Charles R. Anderson, 
Spectral Systems, LLC, by Richard Crocombe, 
Crocombe Spectroscopic Consulting, LLC

1:40 – 2:15  New Directions in FT-IR, Charles R. Anderson,  
Spectral Systems, LLC, Scott Little

2:15 – 2:50  The Challenge of Coping with Multiple FTIR 
Accessories and Multiple Pharmacopoeial Guidelines, 
Steve Lowry, Thermo Fisher Scientific
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students to attend conferences, meet and interact with their col-
leagues, and contribute to the field of spectroscopy, has produced 
a whole new generation of spectroscopists. These actions have en-
riched the groups and societies that Bill championed so strongly 
and this is the legacy that we hope to continue with the establish-
ment of this award.

For those who were not fortunate enough to have known Bill 
personally, a tribute published in the front matter of the November 
1993 issue of Applied Spectroscopy sheds some light on his larger-than-
life character as does an online remembrance written by his good 
friend, Bruce Chase (http://www.spectroscopyonline.com/bill-fateley-
and-ellis-lippincott-remembering-men-behind-awards).

The William G. Fateley Student Award is administered by the 
Coblentz Society and is at approximately two-thirds what is need-
ed in order for it to become self-sustaining. Due to his worldwide 
impact on the field of spectroscopy, tax-deductible donations to 
the award fund are encouraged from all of “Wild” Bill’s friends, 
colleagues, and professional societies. Please consider contributing 
to this award and continuing the positive impact Bill Fateley had on 
the spectroscopic community. Donations may be made at http://
members.coblentz.org/Donations or sent to the Office Manager of 
the Coblentz Society.

MEMBER BUSINESS SUGGESTIONS  
AND REQUESTS
The Society’s Board of Managers hosts Board meetings at Pittcon 
and SciX. Please consult the Coblentz LinkedIn site or the mem-
bers.coblentz.org website for further information. Any article 
of business that you want the Board to consider must be sent 
to Brandye Smith-Goettler, Coblentz Society President, prior to 
meetings.

COBLENTZ SOCIETY OFFICERS
President 
Brandye Smith-Goettler 
(brandyemichelle_smithgoettler@merck.com)

Secretary 
Luisa Profeta (lprofeta@fieldforensics.com)

Treasurer 
Ian R. Lewis (Ian.Lewis@kosi.endress.com)

Newsletter Editor 
Katherine Cilwa and Mary Carrabba and accepting nominations

Office Manager 
Mary W. Carrabba (mary.carrabba@coblentz.org)

COBLENTZ SOCIETY BOARD
Term expires October 2018 
Richard Crocombe and Mary M.J. Tecklenburg 
(racrocombe@gmail.com; mary.tecklenburg@cmich.edu)

Term expires October 2019 
Katherine Cilwa and David Tuschel 
(kcilwa@gmail.com; dtuschel@comcast.net)

Term expires October 2020 
Xiaoyun (Shawn) Chen and Rohith Reddy 
(XChen4@dow.com; rkreddy@central.uh.edu)

Term expires October 2021 
Fred Haibach and Zachary Schultz 
(fhaibach@confluentscience.com; schultz.133@osu.edu)

COBLENTZ LINKEDIN GROUP

If you have not already joined, the Society encourages you to join 
us in the Coblentz LinkedIn group! It is a lively, useful tool where 
members can share professional news and articles of interest, ask 
questions, or post jobs. We currently have 594 members and grow-
ing! We ask that all LinkedIn group members maintain active mem-
bership in the Society, so if you are in the group and have lapsed 
please renew! We hope to see you online at: http://www.linkedin.
com/groups?gid=1831157.

CALL FOR AWARD NOMINATIONS

The Williams–Wright Award is presented to an industrial 
spectroscopist who has made significant contributions to vibra-
tional spectroscopy while working in industry. Government labs 
are not considered industry in this definition. The Awardee must 
still be working at the time the award is presented. Nominations 
will be accepted until May 1, 2018.

The Coblentz Award is presented annually to an outstanding 
young molecular spectroscopist under the age of 40 (as of January 1 
the year of the award). Nominations will be accepted January 3–July 15.

The Craver Award recognizes young spectroscopists for ef-
forts in applied analytical vibrational spectroscopy. Candidates must 
be under the age of 45 on January 1st of the year of the award. 
Nominations will be accepted until October 30. 

The Lippincott Award honors Dr. Ellis R. Lippincott’s memo-
ry by the recognition of significant contributions and notable achieve-
ments in the field of vibrational spectroscopy. The medal is sponsored 
jointly by the Coblentz Society, the Optical Society of America, and 
SAS. Nominations will be accepted until October 1.

Coblentz and William G. Fateley Student Awards are 
awarded to graduate or undergraduate students who have shown 
excellence in vibrational spectroscopy research and/or coursework. 
The three leading graduate students selected by the award committee 
will also qualify for consideration for the William G. Fateley Student 
Award. Nominations will be accepted November 1– February 15.

Honorary Membership. The Coblentz Society awards hon-
orary memberships to those who have made outstanding contribu-
tions to the field of vibrational spectroscopy or any other field related 
to the purposes of the Society. Nominations close on February 1.

Additional information regarding nomination eligibility, require-
ments, procedures, and past awardees can be found at http://www.
coblentz.org/awards.

WILLIAM G. FATELEY STUDENT AWARD: 
CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS
In 2010, the family and former group members of William G. Fate-
ley, in conjunction with the Coblentz Society and SAS, created a 
fund supporting a graduate student award in Bill’s honor. A lasting 
component of Bill’s legacy was his encouragement for students to 
attend professional conferences and meet their peers. He made 
it a goal to introduce young scientists to the “people” in the field 
and to get them personally involved. Fostering this interaction was 
important to Bill; perhaps as much as it was for the science. His 
efforts included sending his students to many international con-
ferences. If need be, he even went so far as to bring the social 
interaction center (disguised as a 40-foot mobile spectroscopy 
lab) directly to the conference. Bill’s commitment to encouraging 

333-338_apls_72_03_Coblentz.indd   338 2/13/18   10:22 AM




