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EDITOR’S COMMENTS

In this issue, we reflect upon a busy year in the Society and a

vibrant fall conference season. Both the FACSS conference (now

called SCIX—a change that was passionately discussed by members

on LinkedIn, though we can no longer find that discussion) and the

Eastern Analytical Symposium (EAS) continued in their tradition of

providing a well-rounded analytical conference, with high-quality

sessions in vibrational spectroscopy. The Coblentz society sponsored

molecular spectroscopy sessions at both FACSS and EAS. At FACSS,

the society presented the Craver, Fateley, and Lippincott awards, the

Coblentz student awards, and inducted eight honorary members. We

have summaries and highlights from the awards sessions and technical

sessions. Equally important, we share reports from the Coblentz booth.

Archives of the newsletter, dating from May 1955, are now

available on the Coblentz website (www.coblentz.org). Ian Lewis

spearheaded this effort by providing paper copies of the archives and

Francis Esmonde-White digitized the paper archives and uploaded

them to the Coblentz website. Copies of the newsletter archives can

also be requested on CD. The full text of the newsletters is fully

searchable, and high-resolution images of the original documents are

available. Reading the archives is enlightening and educational, with

unexpected delights! For example, find Peter Griffiths predicting the

impact of computerized spectrometers (Issue 66, September 1975), or

Norman Wright encouraging members to attend the inaugural Ohio

State University Symposium on Molecular Structure and Spectroscopy

(Issue 1, May 1955)! Don’t miss coverage of the ‘‘spectroscopists vs.

chemists’’ debate of 1967 (Issue 38, April 1968)! We encourage you to

visit the archives to learn more about the history of the Coblentz

Society, find some gems in the history of vibrational spectroscopy, and

perhaps have a hearty chuckle. From a more serious perspective, the

newsletter has documented the ever-changing nature of the society and

vibrational spectroscopy as a field. While technology and scientific

progress has changed dramatically, the same challenges rise time and

again. We hope that the newsletter archives can provide valuable

insight into past solutions.

From the editor’s chair, reading the archives has imparted a deeper

sense of responsibility that Francis and I continue in the newsletter’s

tradition of keeping members updated on groundbreaking technology

and deepening social ties. The newsletter has constantly striven to

fulfill members’ needs by providing a Q&A, highlights of new

technology, member news, and conference summaries. New initia-

tives, such as ‘‘Good Vibrations’’ for member news and ‘‘Lab Tips and

Tricks’’ to share new methodology or helpful experimental informa-

tion, can only be successful with robust member participation. So, we

encourage all members to put on their journalist hat and contribute to

the newsletter!

Finally, we thank the many contributors to this newsletter for

providing photos and short summaries from technical sessions or

awards sessions at FACSS and EAS. We hope to see many more

member contributions in the future! Contributions can be emailed

directly to the editors, sent via message in LinkedIn, or submitted

through the website (www.coblentz.org/newsletter/newsletter-

submissions).

Francis and Karen Esmonde-White

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Fellow members, it has been an eventful year for the Society as my

first year as President comes to a close. Presidents in the Society only

get 2-year terms, and even from this distance I can already see much

that will be left incomplete when my term of office expires in 2013.

But don’t get me wrong: I’m not complaining. A few months ago I

reviewed my activities in the Society and counted 1100 Society emails

received in my first 6 months, plus 1200 that I had sent on Society

business of one sort or another. I haven’t checked lately, but the pace

has substantially slowed since then. The thing that keeps me going and

enthusiastic about our Society is the sense that there are many things

that need doing, many things that can be done, and people willing to

help. A President’s message should always include a nod to the many

people who volunteer their time and effort on your behalf and at the

President’s request. That includes Ian Lewis, who continues to

contribute his time and effort to the Society despite many other

callings. It includes the members of the Board of Managers, Rohit,

Gloria, Brandye, Linda, Christian, Luisa, Heather and Karl: they make

decisions for the Society, serve on committees and manage many of

the Society’s activities. I shouldn’t forget the Officers, Andy and

Richard, without whose diligent efforts the Society’s activities would

be unrecorded and unpaid for! There are also many who hold no

elected position with the Society but are vital to its work: Mark Druy,

who contributes as membership coordinator and chief contract

negotiator; Francis Esmonde-White, who makes the newsletter and

website go; Ryan Priore, who is serving as the first chair of the

Merchandising Committee; and many, many others: Jim Rydzak,

Peter Griffiths, Martin Zanni, Karen Esmonde-White, Bruce Chase,

Curt Marcott, John Reffner, Mary Carrabba, Mike Carrabba, Brian

Marquardt, Rebecca Airmet, Norman Wright, Steve Barnett, Christina

Young, Mike Donahue, Cindi Lilly, Sharon Deram, Jeff White, Dave
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Schiering, Amelie Pelletier, the many members of the Award

Committees, the many who have volunteered time at the Coblentz

booth and many others whom I have not cited by name here. Because

Coblentz is a volunteer organization, the Society is what we, as

members, make of it. I encourage everyone who wants to be involved

to contact me! If the Society is not doing something that you think it

should be doing, consider becoming a more active member so that we

will have the benefit of your contribution. Contact me and I will help

you find a way to be more involved.

Over the past year, the Board has begun a number of new and

exciting initiatives. It funded a new booth designed by Ian Lewis; it

created a Booth Committee to make sure the booth gets where it is

supposed to be on time and on budget, has people to occupy it, and

those people have all the necessary training and materials to engage

visitors. The Board created and funded a Merchandise Committee that

produced stickers for members and ribbons for the officers and Board

members at conferences, as well as introduced a new polo shirt with

the Coblentz logo. Look for more from them in the future.

The Board created a Nominations Committee that substantively

improved our process of calling for nominations for awards. Thanks to

the Nominations Committee, the Coblentz Award is returning after a

year’s hiatus in which there were insufficient nominations to make an

award. This year there were a large number of nominations of high

quality, and the selection of a winner was very difficult. The Board

also created a Historical Instrumentation Committee, initially chaired

by Andy Sommer, so the Society could have a voice in identifying and

conserving instrumentation of historical significance. This led the

Society to also approve a Publications Coordinator position for the

Society to preserve the stories of the pioneers of vibrational

spectroscopy, as well as an Education Committee to use the resources

of the Society to develop educational materials in vibrational

spectroscopy. The Board also created a Database Study Group

composed of eminent scientists to make recommendations on major

projects that the Society could undertake that would promote the use

and knowledge of vibrational spectroscopy. After laboring for nearly a

year, that Study Group will hopefully deliver its recommendations in

time for a discussion at Pittcon.

The Board also initiated the first Member Study during the summer

of 2011, which solicited ideas and criticisms from members. The

report from the Study, assembled by Luisa Profeta, helped the Board

understand better how the Society can and should serve its members.

As a result of a comment made by a respondent in that survey, the

Board created a Certification Study Group to investigate the potential

of the Society to create and operate certification programs that would

recognize the skill and knowledge of vibrational spectroscopy gained

by working scientists and engineers beyond their terminal degrees.

As a result of these new developments and potential activities, a

revision to the Bylaws of the Society was drafted last summer that

introduced protections for the Officers, Board Members and assignees

of the Society when they are acting for the Society and provided the

Society with authorization to obtain insurance to protect it in the event

of litigation. This was put before the Membership for a vote ahead of

FACSS 2011 and was approved. The Finance Committee and

Treasurer worked diligently to craft a budget that funded insurance

and still left a surplus.

Finances of the Society are mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter,

but the general theme is: the Society is as strong financially as it has

ever been, perhaps more so. We managed to add new items to our

budget last year by conserving elsewhere in the approved budget, and

in the current year our approved budget has a surplus. I wish I could

take some credit for this delightful state of affairs, but the reality is that

it is largely the doing of a small group of people of which I am not

one: Ian Lewis and Mark Druy for developing the current model under

which the Society licenses its database; Linda Kidder and Luisa

Profeta who are largely responsible for putting realistic numbers into

the budget for this year; Bruce Chase, who invested the Society’s

money wisely a decade ago; and Andy Sommer who tended to society

finances for many years as Treasurer. An act of the Board during Ian’s

Presidency permits the use of those investments on a limited basis as

an endowment to fund awards.

Another act of the Board recently has created authorization for a

Manual of Policies and Procedures of the Society. In the past, motions

and resolutions of the Board have appeared in the minutes of the

Society and, if significant enough, in this Newsletter. But there has

never been a compilation of the motions and resolutions of the Society

that would be useful going forward. Now it is up to the President and

Secretary to begin reviewing past minutes to identify decisions of this

and previous Boards that we should all be aware of and begin building

them into a single document.

During the recent revision of the Bylaws, the old Article VIII, titled

‘‘Seal,’’ was read seriously for the first time by this President. As a

result of that reading, and the record of the purchase of the official seal

for the society in a 1959 Newsletter, we were able to track down the

official seal of the Society whose whereabouts were unknown to many

for a number of years. It now resides with the Secretary.

This Newsletter will appear in the issue of Applied Spectroscopy
that is published near the time of Pittcon 2012 in Orlando, FL. The

timing of the spring newsletter’s publication coincides with the

Society’s Annual Members Meeting (AMM) held at Pittcon each year.

I encourage everyone who attends Pittcon or who lives nearby and is a

member of the Society to attend the AMM! The AMM will be held

between the hours of 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. on Wednesday, March 14th,

in Room 221C at the Orange County Convention Center. A banquet-

style lunch will be provided to help dull the pain of listening to the

President’s Annual Report.

In addition to the business that gets conducted, the AMM

synchronizes the exchange of members on Boards and committees

across the Society, with very few exceptions. New committee

members take their positions, committee chairs rotate off their

committees, chairs-elect become chairs, and the results of the past

fall’s elections take effect. This year, James Rydzak takes the office of

President-Elect after the AMM. Mary Carrabba takes office for a four-

year term as Treasurer. Christina Young and Francis Esmonde-White

take new positions on the Board of Managers. As these welcome

changes occur, we reflect with gratitude on the service of Andy

Sommer, Rohit Bhargava, and Gloria Story. Andy Sommer steps

down after many successful years as Society Treasurer. Rohit

Bhargava and Gloria Story depart the Board of Managers after four

years of laboring for the Society and its members. These three will be

missed greatly in the roles they have played in the past, and we look

forward to engaging them in new roles. Thanks for their service so far,

and thanks to the new Officers and Board Members for stepping

forward. To those who ran for election this year and have not yet been

selected for new service in that way, I thank you for answering the call

to duty that I gave you. It is not easy for many of us to put our names

into competition, but it is a mark of character when you can leave your

comfort zone to offer yourself up for duty in the spirit I saw in all of

you. I salute each of you.

Now that I’ve told you a few of the things the Society is doing for

its members, I would like to take a moment to ask members to help the

Society in two very important endeavors. The first thing I ask is that

you volunteer your time. If you don’t currently volunteer with the

Society, we appreciate a willingness to contribute. You can help us

tremendously, even in a small way. This could mean: holding down
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the fort at the Coblentz Booth at one of the four major meetings we

attend each year (Pittcon, FACSS, EAS, OSU), writing something for

the website or Newsletter, or getting involved with committees and

activities. Some of these activities would require you to attend one or

more meetings in the year; others can be done in the comfort of your

own home. I promise you that if you contact me with a willingness to

help, I will do all within my power to help you find a way to

contribute. We strive to make volunteer work both professionally

rewarding and fun! If you already contribute in some way, I ask that

you seriously consider running for election to the Board of Managers.

The Society is always in desperate need of people who will serve the

Society in leadership roles with ideas and earnest effort. Normally the

President has to work to secure the candidates for election – but

there’s nothing stopping you from contacting the President!

The second thing I want to ask is your help to support the William

G. Fateley Student Award endowment with donations. The friends,

family and students of Bill Fateley pledge to support this award.

Coblentz, SAS, the Society of Analytical Chemists of Pittsburgh and

the Spectroscopy Society of Pittsburgh have all pledged to support this

award. I have personally pledged support to this award. But I believe

we still need another $15,000 to $20,000 before the Fateley

endowment reaches a self-sustaining level. Here is my challenge to

everyone in the 40þ crowd. Bill Fateley served as the Editor of

Applied Spectroscopy for 20 years. Many of us published papers with

his editorial assistance. If you were the author of a manuscript

published during his time as Editor, please recognize his contribution

to your work and career by making a small donation in his name. A

donation of $20 for each author is not a great deal of money, but

because he did so much for so long for so many, it would complete the

endowment handily. Please see the Newsletter item below or visit the

Coblentz Society website (www.coblentz.org) for details on how to

make your contribution.

Best regards to all of you,

Micky

COBLENTZ SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP REPORT

The membership report is current as of September 23, 2011. The

membership database now stands at 1194, this reflects additions to the

database via the NY Art Conservation Society at EAS, the student

memberships from Witec at FACSS, and the recent update from the

SAS office.

The following table reflects the number of active members based on

the date when their dues were last paid. As is clear from the data

below, many members are not current with their dues. If you are

unsure of your current status, please contact me to renew your

membership! My contact information is listed in the Society

Announcements section below.

Dues Paid Thru Total: 3/2011 Total: 9/2011
2011 or greater 267 378

2010 286 260

2009 167 156

2008 124 117

Our active membership stands at 638, which is up 101 from the

spring of 2011, and down 21 from December 2010. ‘‘Active’’ is

defined as dues paying members for the past 2 years; however, our

current dues-paying membership for 2011 is down from 450 this time

last year. This report doesn’t include any IR course memberships from

this past year’s IR course. As of September 2011, 267 have paid

through SAS, up slightly from previous years.

We have instituted a ‘‘Google Check-Out’’ online payment system

on the Coblentz website. This will make it easier for our international

members to renew their commitment and streamline our work in

collecting member dues.

Mark A. Druy, Membership Chair

SUMMARY OF THE MID-2011 MEMBER STUDY

In early 2011, the Governing Board of the Coblentz Society voted

in favor of conducting a member study, such that Coblentz members

(or non-members) would study its purpose and its history, as well as a

description of its current activities. Subsequently, they would share

their concerns, interests, thoughts, ideas, etc. The Board plans to take

these suggestions and concerns to develop new programs to serve

members. An additional objective was to engage Coblentz members

who are not specifically in academia, as many of these members find it

difficult to justify membership with respect to their employers and

their specific career objectives.

In total, 28 participants contributed to the survey. Twenty-two of

these were current Coblentz Society members, and six were not. The

results of the study were presented at the Governing Board meeting at

FACSS 2011. Ideas submitted by members are currently under

consideration by the board, but any and all additional suggestions

would be welcomed prior to the Pittcon 2012 meeting. Please direct

any suggestions to Luisa Profeta via email (lprofeta@mriglobal.org)

or via LinkedIn.

Luisa Profeta, Board of Managers

2011 COBLENTZ SOCIETY BOARD OF
MANAGERS AND TREASURER ELECTION
RESULTS

Elections for the two vacant Board of Management positions and

for the Treasurer were held from Friday December 2nd through

December 20th 2011 via the Constant Contact online service.

This marks the first time that the Treasurer position has been an

elected position, as a result of a change in the bylaws approved by the

membership in Spring 2011. Two candidates ran for the 4-year

treasurer position, Dr. Mary Carrabba and Dr. Andre Sommer. With

111 ballots cast, the membership elected Dr. Mary Carrabba to the

Treasurer position.

Five candidates ran for the two Board of Managers positions: Dr.

Michael Donahue, Dr. Ali Eftekhari-Bafrooei, Dr. Francis Esmonde-

White, Dr. Michael Hargreaves, and Dr. Christina Young. The Board

of Managers positions each consist of 4-year terms. From the 108

ballots cast, the membership elected Dr. Francis Esmonde-White and

Dr. Christina Young.

Mary, Francis and Christina will begin their 4-year terms (spanning

2012–2016) at the Annual Member Meeting held at Pittcon 2012 in

Orlando, Florida.

SOCIETY FINANCES

The Coblentz budget for fiscal year 2012 has been approved by the

Board of Managers; an abbreviated version of the projected budget is

presented here. A more detailed version of the budget can be requested

from the Secretary by any member.

Expenses (in dollars)
Booth expenses (Pittcon, Ohio State

University International Symposium

on Molecular Spectroscopy meeting,

FACSS/SCIX, Eastern Analytical Society) 1,650

Awards and Endowments Costs 6,685
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Expenses at Pittcon (including reception) 4,650

Expenses at OSU meeting (including

reception) 750

Expenses at FACSS/SCIX 1,550

Expenses at EAS (including reception) 3,650

Costs for new booth merchandise

(Shirts, etc)

1,800

General operating expenses (taxes,

legal fees, insurance, registrations,

shipping, etc)

6,825

Total Expenses 27,560

Income (in dollars)
Member Dues 4,380

Book Sales and IR Collection Revenue 5,100

Sponsors and Donations 7,700

T-Shirts and Polo Shirt Sales 600

Pittcon 3,500

FACSS/SCIX 4,000

Anticipated Endowment Disbursement 6,000

Total Income 31,280

Budget Total (Surplus) 3,720

COBLENTZ AWARD ANNOUNCEMENT

The Coblentz Society is happy to announce that Assistant Professor

Greg Engel from the University of Chicago, Department of Chemistry

is the recipient of the 2012 Coblentz Award. The Coblentz Award is

presented annually to an outstanding young molecular spectroscopist

under the age of 40. The prize consists of an honorarium and a plaque

with a prism from the periscope of a World War II Navy submarine.

Prof. Engel was a graduate student at Harvard with James Anderson

and a postdoctoral researcher at UC-Berkeley with Graham Fleming.

His research at Chicago focuses on new approaches to observe,

measure, and control excited state reactivity. His group specifically

focuses on excitonic transport, open quantum dynamics, and

photochemical reaction dynamics.

He has received many notable recognitions, including a Searle

Scholar, a PECASE Award, DARPA Young Faculty Award recipient,

AFOSR Young Investigator, DTRA Young Investigator, and the

Dreyfus New Faculty Award. He is a very deserving recipient of the

Coblentz Award!

THE ABB-SPONSORED BOMEM–MICHELSON
AWARD ANNOUNCEMENT

Professor Joel Harris will receive the 2012 ABB-sponsored

Bomem–Michelson Award from the Coblentz Society. Dr. Harris’s

research has focused on analytical chemistry and spectroscopic studies

of low concentrations of molecules in liquids and at liquid/solid

interfaces. He and his students have developed new measurement

concepts in photothermal spectroscopy, methods to analyze multi-

dimensional spectroscopic data, Raman spectroscopy and microscopy

techniques, and quantitative analysis at the single-molecule level.

They have applied these methods to investigate chemistry of liquid/

solid interfaces and dispersed particles and kinetics of molecular

transport, adsorption, and binding that govern chemical separations

and chemical analysis at interfaces.

Joel is a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement

of Science and of the Society for Applied Spectroscopy. For 12 years,

he served as Editor-in-Chief of Applied Spectroscopy. He is the

recipient of an Alfred P. Sloan Fellowship, the Coblentz Award in

Molecular Spectroscopy, the University of Utah Distinguished

Research Award, the ACS Division of Analytical Chemistry Award

in Chemical Instrumentation, the SAS New York Section Gold Medal

Award in Spectroscopy, the Pittsburgh Analytical Chemistry Award,

the University of Utah Robert W. Parry Teaching Award, the ACS

Utah Award in Chemistry, the Society for Applied Spectroscopy

Distinguished Service Award, the Benedetti-Pichler Award in

Microchemistry, and the ACS Award in Analytical Chemistry.

The Award will be presented at the Bomem–Michelson award

symposium at Pittcon 2012 in Orlando, Florida. The session will be

held on the morning of Tuesday March 13, 2012:

8:00 Introductory Remarks, Peter R. Griffiths

8:05 Presentation of the Bomem–Michelson Award to Joel M.

Harris, University of Utah by Henry Buijs, ABB

8:10 Confocal Raman Microscopy of Particles in Liquids:

Vibrational Spectroscopy in Femtoliter Volumes, Joel M.

Harris, University of Utah

8:45 Eukaryotic Membrane Lipid Asymmetry: What a New

Analytical Technique Can Tell Us About an Old Problem,

John Conboy, University of Utah

9:20 Vibrational Optical Activity in the Pharmaceutical Industry:

Chiral Necessity Meets Vibrational Opportunity, Laurence

A. Nafie, Syracuse University, and Rina K. Dukor, Bio-

Tools

10:10 Completely Automated Open-Path FT-IR Spectroscopy: The

Impact of Innovative Chemometrics, Peter R. Griffiths,

University of Idaho and Limin Shao, University of Science

and Technology of China

10:45 Tracking Atomic Ions Through an ICP-MS with Photons,

Paul B. Farnsworth, Alisa Edmonds, Nicholas Taylor, and

Ross L. Spencer, Brigham Young University

CONFERENCE NEWS

The News from FACSS 2011 in Reno, NV. From the salvo of

excitement at Monday night’s opening exhibit to Prof. Bonner

Denton’s conference-closing talk (replete with 256 slides in 25

minutes: perhaps breaking another Bonneville land speed record?) on

Friday morning, the 2011 FACSS conference provided excellent talks

at the forefront of analytical chemistry technology and ample

opportunities for networking and socializing. Coblentz was very

active at FACSS: we sponsored technical sessions, presented awards

and manned a booth in the Exhibit Hall.(Left) Greg Engel. (Right) Joel M. Harris.
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Honorary Membership. Through honorary memberships the

Society recognizes ‘‘individuals who are deemed to have made

outstanding contributions to the field of vibrational spectroscopy or to

any other field related to the purposes of the Society.’’ 2011 was a banner

year for honorary memberships because, for the first time in many years,

eight honorary Coblentz memberships were awarded. Honorary

Membership certificates were formally presented at FACSS 2011 to

four of the ‘‘Class of 2011’’who were able to attend the meeting, Peter R.

Griffiths, Kathryn S. Kalasinsky, D. Bruce Chase, and David W.

Schiering. The Society congratulates them and the four honorary

members, James de Haseth, Ira Levin, Dana Mayo, and Kathleen

Dittman, who were unable to attend the presentation at FACSS 2011.

Craver Award Lecture. FACSS attendees were treated to a

plenary lecture by Prof. Michael George, the 2011 recipient of the

Clara Craver Award for his research on the development and

application of fast time-resolved infrared spectroscopy for the

characterization of excited states and the detection of short-lived

intermediates and the elucidation of reaction mechanisms (www.

coblentz.org/awards/the-craver-award). We knew that we were in store

to hear a talk on ‘‘Photochemistry, Spectroscopy and Supercritical

Fluids.’’ But, we were pleasantly surprised to discover that Prof.

George is just as adept in the kitchen as he is in the laboratory! He

revealed this hidden talent during the plenary lecture when he shared

‘‘Mike’s recipe for scientific survival’’, complete with corollaries for

the corporate environment. John Rabolt and Curt Marcott were

credited in helping Mike in perfecting the recipe:

Mike’s recipe for scientific survival:

� Have faith in your choice of research
� Avoid pursuing instant glory at the expense of incremental progress

in less ‘‘glamorous’’ research areas
� Pursue more than one research area simultaneously
� Do not be afraid of playing visionary
� Avoid overextending your efforts
� Establish a good relationship through honesty in your work
� Have fun!

Corollaries for the corporate environment:

� Pursue both long- and short-term research projects at the same time
� Develop collaborations and networks
� All research projects, including long-term ones, should have a clear

business connection
� Success is not an entitlement

Coblentz-Sponsored Technical Sessions at FACSS 2011 in

Reno, NV. Coblentz organized nine invited technical sessions, two

awards sessions, and one contributed technical session at FACSS 2011

in Reno, Nevada. Over $8000 in sponsorship money was raised to

support complementary registrations and travel for invited speakers.

We thank the Coblentz session sponsors for their support: Agilent,

Anasys, Coherent, Council for NIR Spectroscopy, Daylight Solutions,

Fiveash Data Management, LaserVision, Mitsubishi Chemical,

Opotek, and ThermoFisher Scientific.

Bernhard Lendl presided over the Monday afternoon ‘‘Emerging

Applications of QCL in Analytical Chemistry and Spectroscopy’’

session.

From Chieu D. Tran who presided over the Monday morning ‘‘Ionic

Liquids for and by Spectroscopy’’ symposium: The symposium was

well attended with a lot of questions as it covered many aspects of

ionic liquids including photophysical processes, protein structure,

plasmonics, sensors for explosives, and NMR as well as separation of

isotopic molecules.

Sergei Kazarian presided over the Tuesday afternoon ‘‘Pushing the

Limits of Mid-IR Imaging: Dynamics and Spatial Resolution’’ session

that he co-organized with Rohit Bhargava.

Jean Guilmet presided over the Tuesday afternoon session entitled

‘‘New Advances in Vibrational Spectroscopy,’’ organized by Dana

Garcia.

From Tahei Tahara who presided over the Tuesday morning

‘‘Molecular Spectroscopy at Interfaces: Advances and Application’’

session that he co-organized with Rob Walker: Six talks about the

recent advances and results of molecular spectroscopy at interfaces,

mainly those obtained with second-order nonlinear spectroscopy, were

given. They covered a variety of the topics in the field, including new

methods, water structures, ultrafast processes, solvation, imaging and

the analysis of the data. The symposium was compact but very intense

and hot!

Wei Zhao and Michael George presided over the Wednesday

afternoon ‘‘Coherent Two-Dimensional Spectroscopy I’’ session.

Ian Lewis presided over the Wednesday morning Craver Award

Session Honoring Mike George.

Clay Harris presided over the Wednesday morning ‘‘Applications of

NIR Spectroscopy’’ session.

Richard Palmer presided over the Wednesday morning session

‘‘The Development of Modern-Scan FTS and its Legacies: In

Memoriam, Matt Smith’’.

Wei Zhao and Mike George presided over the Thursday morning

‘‘Coherent Two-Dimensional Spectroscopy II’’ session.

(Left) Left to right, past society president Ian Lewis, Honorary Membership recipients Peter R. Griffiths, Kathryn S. Kalasinsky, D. Bruce Chase, and David W.
Schiering, and current society president Michael Myrick. (Right) Michael George receives the Craver Award from Micky Myrick.
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Lippincott Award. The Ellis R. Lippincott Award is presented

annually to an outstanding vibrational spectroscopist. It is co-

sponsored by the Coblentz Society, the Society for Applied

Spectroscopy, and the Optical Society of America. The award is

presented in memory of Professor Ellis R. Lippincott to scientists who

have made significant contributions to vibrational spectroscopy as

judged by their influence on other scientists (www.coblentz.org/

awards/the-lippincott-award).

Dr. Isao Noda, was awarded the 2011 Lippincott Award in

recognition of his pioneering contributions to 2D infrared analysis of

polymeric materials. Mitsuo Tasumi and Jaan Laane presided over the

Lippincott award session at FACSS 2011, where Dr. Noda gave a

plenary lecture and was presented the award during a special technical

session honoring his work. Prior to Dr. Noda’s plenary lecture,

FACSS attendees were given a button with Dr. Noda’s photo and the

words ‘‘Dr. Isao Noda, Lippincott 2011’’. This personal and

memorable tribute was created and distributed by Gloria Story.

Coblentz Society Student Awards. The Society encourages young

scientists to pursue studies in spectroscopy through the Student

Awards. The 2011 Coblentz Student Awards were presented by the

Society’s president at FACSS 2011 during the Sunday evening poster

session (the Society once again offers its thanks to SAS for allowing

us to ‘‘share the stage’’ during their sponsored event). We congratulate

Rohith Reddy from Prof. Rohit Bhargava’s group, Esther Ocola from

Prof. Jaan Laane’s group, Nathaniel Gomer from Prof. Michael

Angel’s group, Megan Pearl (Baranowski) from Prof. Micky Myrick’s

group, and Savitha Panikar from Prof. James Durig’s group.

Coblentz Society William G. Fateley Student Award. Honoring

the late Prof. William (Bill) Fateley’s dedication to promoting student

participation at national meetings such as PittCon and FACSS, family,

friends and colleagues established the William G. Fateley Student

Award. The 2011 award was presented to Rohith Reddy, at the 2011

FACSS meeting.

Changes for FACSS: The FACSS, Just the FACSS or ‘‘A Short

Summary of the Announcement Made During the Exhibit Opener

with Commentary.’’ More details on this exciting change can be

found in the December 2011 Issue of Applied Spectroscopy.

The FACSS conference has been an integral part of the Coblentz

Society since the first meeting in Atlantic City in 1974. It is a premier

venue promoting the research and education at the core of the

Society’s mandate. As FACSS has maintained a commitment to new

technologies, the breadth of the conference has increased while still

maintaining a strong spectroscopy focus. However, as the Federation

Coblentz-Sponsored Technical Session Speakers. (Top Left) Ionic Liquids session speakers, from left to right, Profs. Mark Maroncelli (Penn State), Chieu Tran
(Marquette Univ.), Guillermo Moyna (Univ. Science in Philadelphia), Xiangqun Zeng (Oakland Univ.), Frank Bright (Univ. Buffalo), and Gary Baker (Univ.
Missouri-Columbia). (Bottom Left) Interface session speakers, from left to right, Robert Walker, John Conboy, Heather Allen, Eric Vauthey, Tahei Tahara, James
Patterson (speakers), and Hirohisa Matsuda (from Mitsubishi, a session sponsor). (Top Right) Craver Award Session Honoring Mike George. From left to right,
Keith Gordon, Andrew Beeby, Mike George, Anthony Parker, Neil Everall, Bernhard Lendl, Ian Lewis, and Hiro-o Hamaguchi. (Bottom Right) NIR session
speakers, from left to right, Heinz Siesler, Takuma Genkawa, Barry Lavine, Robert W. Bondi, Jr., Yang Liu, James de Haseth, and J. Clay Harris.

Dr. Isao Noda, winner of the Lippincott Award.
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continues to grow—encompassing new societies and areas of

expertise, expanding offerings around the globe, and embracing new

technologies to bring the conference to a wider audience—the name

FACSS no longer seems to capture the essence of what people

experience when they attend the conference.

After extraordinary efforts by the FACSS Governing Board and the

Member Societies, a new name, and a new brand, for the conference

was chosen. In 2012, the annual meeting will officially be the SCIX

conference (pronounced Sci-Ex), presented by FACSS. The choice of

the name came from the realization that the true spirit of the

conference is Scientific Exchange. By focusing on this key aspect, it is

envisioned that the conference can draw new people while energizing

the people who already appreciate the value the conference brings.

For those unfamiliar with the Coblentz Society’s current FACSS-

related activities, you may be pleasantly surprised to discover the

depth and breadth of Coblentz society involvement! Since 2006, the

Society has formally organized the molecular spectroscopy section of

FACSS’s Technical Program. The number of sessions each year may

vary but the average is about eight sessions, representing a significant

presence in the Technical Program. The Society also has robust

activity in presenting awards and FACSS is currently where we

present four Coblentz-sponsored awards. From the inception of the

Craver award in 2007, it has been tied to FACSS. The Lippincott

award, which the Society presents with OSA and SAS, appears

regularly at FACSS. Starting in 2007 the Student awards and in 2010

the Fateley award are presented there. Additionally, the Society’s

Board meets at FACSS, and finally the Society has representation on

the FACSS Governing Board. These activities all contribute towards

achieving the aims of the Society to foster the understanding and

application of vibrational spectroscopy.

What does this change mean to Coblentz members? At its core, the

meeting will continue to attract the very best scientists from across the

world and across existing broad topical areas. As new areas emerge in

spectroscopy and chemical analysis, new symposia will be added with

the best and brightest, providing new scientists an opportunity to gain

experience, build their professional network, and highlight their

research activities and interests by organizing technical sessions.

Coblentz will continue to have a robust presence at SCIX, and we

think that this change represents a unique opportunity to further

advance the Society’s aims.

The inaugural SCIX conference, presented by the Federation of

Analytical Chemistry and Spectroscopy Societies will be in Kansas

City from September 30 to October 4, 2012. The organizing team for

Kansas City already has much of the conference program set,

including the Plenary Speakers, symposia in strong traditional topics,

and offerings in new areas. Kansas City is conveniently located in the

center of the USA, accessible to our international attendees, with great

facilities, and a convenient downtown area. Building on the success of

2011 and the new SCIX brand, the 2012 meeting promises to be the

best meeting that FACSS has presented. For the latest information on

the meeting please visit either www.facss.org or www.
scixconference.org. We hope to see many members in Kansas City!

News from the Eastern Analytical Symposium and Exposition
(EAS) 2011 in New Brunswick, NJ. In 2011, EAS celebrated its 50th

anniversary. In support of this, Dave Russell (EAS President 2011)

and others published a history of the organization: from the founding

of the Eastern Analytical Conference, its founding participation in

FACSS, the re-establishment of a separate meeting, finding a home at

the Garden State convention center in Somerset, New Jersey, the move

to Atlantic City, and the subsequent return to Somerset among other

notable milestones. The 50th anniversary celebrations included a post-

exhibit mixer, a cake cutting, and an exhibition of historic scientific

equipment (organized by Sheri Gold).

After approximately 10 years the Society joined EAS as a society

member, an affiliation championed by Jim Rydzak. Through the

Society’s involvement on the EAS Board, the Program committee, and

its events, the Society continues to ‘‘foster the understanding and

application of vibrational spectroscopy’’ for EAS participants. Our

participation in EAS represents our most prominent activity in the

Northeast spectroscopy community. The Society held its annual

member Monday night mixer in the Doubletree hotel ballroom.

Approximately 60 members attended the Society’s event which was

open to all members irrespective of whether they were registered for

EAS. The event was once again organized by Brandye Smith-Goettler.

Speeches were given by Brandye who thanked the reception sponsors

(Block Engineering, Kaiser Optical Systems, Horiba Scientific, and

Thermo Scientific) and Ian Lewis who, on behalf of the Board,

thanked the various volunteers who organized the Society’s activities

at EAS (Brandye, mixer and Governance activities; Linda Kidder,

program; Stu Farquarhson and Gary McGeorge, program sessions; and

Jim Rydzak, Governance activities).

The Coblentz society organized two technical sessions: SERS for

real-world trace analysis and spectroscopy in the pharmaceutical field.

The session ‘‘Surface-Enhanced Raman Spectroscopy: Application

to Real-World Trace Chemical and Biological Analysis’’, held on the

Tuesday morning was chaired by Stuart Farquharson, with presenta-

tions by John Lombardi, Steve Christesen, Carl Meinhart, Francesca

Casadio, and Frank E. Inscore.

Members at the Monday night reception. (Left) From left to right, Mike Doyle, Steve Best, and Mike Powers. (Right) From left to right, Brandye Smith-Goettler,
Katherine Bakeev, Emil Ciurczak, Mark Druy, Ian Leiws, Nancy Jestel, Linda Kidder, Neil Everall, and Neil Lewis discussing light over drinks.
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Gary McGeorge presided over the Tuesday afternoon ‘‘Advances in

Spectroscopic Techniques for the Pharmaceutical Industry’’ session.

Highlights from the session included details on measuring the

spectrum from collagen fibers during electrospinning and properties

of electrospun bioscaffolds, spectroscopy and imaging of trace

contaminants on metal surfaces using quantum cascade lasers,

determining the region which is spectroscopically sampled in

pharmaceutical tablets, the many ways in which morphological and

spectroscopic information can provide more information together than

simply a sum of the parts, and method development for bulk

quantification of the morphological form of a drug in pharmaceutical

capsules.

A number of interesting award sessions and other sessions centered

on vibrational spectroscopy also occurred at EAS. Of note to Society

members will be that Jonathon Sweedler received the EAS award for

Outstanding Contributions in the Fields of Analytical Chemistry

(sponsored by BMS), Chuck Miller received the EAS award for

Outstanding Contributions to NIR (sponsored by FOSS) and Neil

Lewis (former Society’s Board of Managers member) received the

New York Microscopical Society Ernst Abbe Award for contributions

to micro-vibrational spectroscopy.

COBLENTZ BOOTH REPORT

2011 brought much change for the Coblentz booth. We saw

changes to the booth appearance and in who coordinates booth

activities. Andy Sommer and Kathy Dittman at Miami University,

Oxford, Ohio, decided to take a much deserved retirement from the

Society’s booth coordination (with our thanks for many years of

service). Coblentz President Micky Myrick decided to create a booth

committee with three volunteers beginning with FACSS 2011, with

the vision that the committee chair would rotate off after serving one

year and a new member recruited. In recognition of her outstanding

work in coordinating booth volunteers for Pittcon and FACSS, he

chose Gloria Story to lead the committee. Steve Barnett and Norman

Wright round out the committee membership. Norm graciously

volunteered to be chair last; hence, he will be on the committee for

three years! Thanks Norm!

The roving Coblentz booth travels to FACSS, EAS, PittCon, and

the OSU symposium. Perhaps the Coblentz booth travels to

professional meetings as often as some spectroscopists! The Society

has invested in a new booth made in banner form to improve shipping,

set-up and storage. The new booth has already established itself as an

intrepid world traveler, with an appearance at FACSS 2011, EAS 2011

and soon in PittCon 2012. The old booth has found a new home with

Dr. Terry Miller at Ohio State University and it will continue in its

duties at the OSU June meeting each year.

This committee will continue to coordinate booth volunteers during

the four meetings, make arrangements to get the booth and sale items

to each meeting, set up, pack up, perform a merchandise inventory,

and coordinate storage. Micky practically lived in the booth at FACSS

2011 and EAS 2011. Following the EAS 2011 meeting Linda Kidder

then took the booth to the SAS office where it will hitch a ride to

Pittcon 2012 because SAS drives to conferences, when possible. We

thank SAS for helping us out because it nearly eliminates shipping

expenses to Coblentz (unless you consider the couple of drinks we will

buy the SAS office members as a ‘‘thank you!’’).

Booth activities would not be possible without the help of

volunteers! Ryan Priore has volunteered to handle the merchandise

inventory. At FACSS 2011 we added polo shirts and had member

stickers to place on meeting badges. Jon Scaffidi provides a digital

version of any flyers/handouts before each meeting. So far it has been

easiest to bring one copy of each flyer to the meeting and then make

the needed copies at a local duplication resource. We thank SAS for

their help with storing and shipping the booth. We hope to continue

to be blessed with a willing Coblentz member or vendor at FACSS

who will also be attending EAS to assist with transport. Even if that

logistical help is unavailable, it is our hope that the Coblentz Society

will only have to pay to transport material to EAS and back to SAS

each year.

Any other ideas or suggestions for our booth are welcome! The

booth committee will be soliciting volunteers for Pittcon 2012 booth

activity in January using our LinkedIn group and our Constant Contact

membership email resource.

Gloria Story, Booth Committee Chair

Steve Barnett

Norman Wright

IRDG NEWS AND COLLABORATION

The UK-based Infrared and Raman Discussion Group (IRDG) has

been serving the vibrational spectroscopic community for slightly

longer than the Coblentz Society (founded in 1954). The IRDG was

formed on 20th January 1950 as a national society focused on infrared

and Raman spectroscopy. Over the years the IRDG has organized

scientific meetings and training course for vibrational spectroscopists

in the UK and recently in Europe (remaining 2011 activities can be

seen on the IRDG’s website, www.irdg.org). During 2012, the IRDG

plans to celebrate its 200th meeting. In 2011, FACSS agreed to

support a North American speaker to attend the Christmas IRDG

meeting (#197th) and present an invited lecture. The IRDG meeting,

(Left) Pharmaceutical session speakers Fred Haibach, Mike Claybourn, Gary McGeorge (session chair), Neil Everall, D. Bruce Chase, and E. Neil Lewis. (Right)
Members at the Coblentz booth during FACSS, from left to right, Norman Wright, Michael Pelletier, Karen Esmonde-White, and society president Michael Myrick.
The new booth is visible in the background.
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which was held in London on December 20th, therefore included Dr.

Boris Mizaikoff (whose title was ‘‘Of Mice and Men’’). Boris, as many

of you will know, has received several awards including the 2010

Clara Craver award from the Coblentz Society, which was presented

to Boris at the FACSS meeting in Raleigh in 2010 [Newsletter No.

152]). The aims of FACSS and the Society’s involvement in FACSS

as a member society were promoted.

We are excited to foster a collaboration between the Coblentz

Society and the IRDG. These societies will present a session ‘‘120

years of the Coblentz and IRDG’’ at the 2012 SCIX meeting,

presented by FACSS, in Kansas City, Missouri, in 2012. Professor

Mike George on behalf of the IRDG and Ian Lewis and Professor

Micky Myrick on behalf of the Coblentz Society generated the

preliminary proposal. We believe that this collaborative effort will

promote technological developments and applications in vibrational

spectroscopy.

Submitted by Ian Lewis

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR COBLENTZ
SOCIETY AWARDS

In the spirit of rewarding excellence, we would like to take this

opportunity to encourage you to nominate qualified candidates for the

Society’s awards. Coblentz honors individuals at all ages and

experience levels, ranging from student awards to honorary member-

ships. Nomination information, requirements for each of the Society’s

awards, and online nomination forms can be found on the Coblentz

Society’s website (www.coblentz.org). The awards are a great way to

recognize scientific achievements or service to the society. We

encourage all members to take a look at the awards and consider

nominating your fellow spectroscopist!

Your editors, Francis and Karen Esmonde-White

Bomem–Michelson Award. This award is dedicated to the

memory of Professor A.E. Michelson, developer of the Michelson

interferometer. ABB sponsors the award to honor scientists who have

advanced the technique(s) of vibrational, molecular, Raman, or

electronic spectroscopy. Contributions may be theoretical, experimen-

tal, or both. The recipient must be actively working and may be

associated with the academic, industrial, government, or private

sector. The awardee must be at least 37 years of age. The award

consists of a crystal symbol of the Bomem–Michelson award and an

honorarium. In order to ensure that the award is based on an

independent evaluation of the candidate’s achievements, the selection

is made by a committee chosen by the Coblentz Society. The award is

presented each year at the Pittsburgh Conference. The ABB-sponsored

Bomem–Michelson Award Symposium is held in honor of the

awardee and immediately follows the presentation.

Previous recipients of the Bomem–Michelson Award are: Thomas

G. Spiro (1987), Carl Linberger (1988), Richard J. Saykally (1989),

William Klemperer (1990), Alan Pine (1991), Jyrki Kauppinen

(1992), Jack L. Koenig (1993), Herbert L. Strauss (1994), Terry

Miller (1995), Ira Levin (1996), William H. Woodruff (1997), Bruce

Chase (1998), Sandy Asher (1999), John F. Rabolt (2000), Larry Nafie

(2001), Dan Neumark (2002), Peter R. Griffiths (2003), Dave Haaland

(2004), Paul Bohn (2005), Robert W. Field (2006), David Bocian

(2007), Geraldine Richmond (2008), Martin Quack (2009), Richard

Van Duyne (2010), and Isao Noda (2011).

Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are available

on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/
the-bomem-michelson-award. Note that the nomination period has

been extended, and will close June 30th 2012.

Coblentz Award. The Coblentz Award is normally presented

annually to an outstanding young molecular spectroscopist under the

age of 36. The Award is presented and the Coblentz Award Lecture is

delivered each June at the Ohio State University International

Symposium on Molecular Spectroscopy (www.molspect.mps.
ohio-state.edu/symposium/). The candidate must be under the age

of 36 on January 1 of the year of the award.

Previous recipients of this award are: John Overend (1964), William

Fateley/Robert Snyder (1965), Edwin Becker (1966), Peter Krueger

(1967), Jon Hougen (1968), James Durig (1969), Guiseppi Zerbi

(1970), Clive Perry (1971), George Leroi (1972), C. Bradley Moore

(1973), C.K.N. Patel (1974), Bernard J. Bulkin (1975), Geoffrey Ozin/

George Thomas, Jr. (1976), Peter R. Griffiths (1977), Lester Andrews

(1978), Lionel Carreira (1979), Richard Van Duyne (1980), Laurence

Nafie (1981), Christopher Patterson (1982), Dave Cameron (1983),

Steve Leone (1984), John Rabolt/Graham Fleming (1985), Joel Harris

(1986), Alan Campion (1987), Keith Nelson (1988), Geri Richmond

(1989), Hai-Lung Dai (1990), Paul Bohn (1991), Tom Rizzo (1992),

Peter Felker (1993), Paul Alivisatos (1994), David J. Rakestraw (1995),

Xiaoliang Sunney Xie (1996), Moungi Bawendi (1997), Pat Treado

(1998), Brooks Pate (1999), Martin Gruebele (2000), Stacey Bent

(2001), Andrei Tokmakoff (2002), Andrea Callegari (2003), Sergey

Nizkorodov (2005), Michael Strano (2006), Martin Zanni (2007),

Xiaowei Zhuang (2008), Benjamin McCall (2009), and Timothy

Schmidt (2010). No award was presented in 2011.

Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are available

on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/
the-coblentz-award.

Coblentz Student Award. The Coblentz Society has for many years

encouraged young scientists to pursue studies in spectroscopy by

seeking nominations of outstanding students for the Coblentz Student

Awards. The awardees receive a copy of the Society’s Deskbook, a

certificate, and a year’s membership in the Society. Their names and the

names of their faculty advisors will appear in the Society’s Newsletter

published in Applied Spectroscopy.

The awardees for 2010 were: Ram Bhatta, Department of

Chemistry, University of Akron, Professor David S. Perry; Praveen-

kumar Boopalachandran, Department of Chemistry, Texas A&M

University, Prof. Jaan Laane; Bryon Herbert, Department of

Chemistry and Biochemistry, University of Delaware, Professor Karl

S. Booksh; Yuliya Luzinova, Department of Chemistry and

Biochemistry, Georgia Institute of Technology, Professor Boris

Mizaikoff; and Hajime Okajima, Department of Chemistry, University

of Tokyo, Professor Hiro-o Hamaguchi.

The awardees for 2011 were: Rohith Reddy, Univ. of Illinois at

Urbana-Champaign, Professor Rohit Bhargava; Nathaniel R. Gomer,

Univ. of South Carolina, Professor S. Michael Angel; Esther J. Ocola,

Texas A&M University, Professor Jaan Laane; Savitha S. Panikar,

University of Missouri – Kansas City, Professor James Durig; and

Megan R. Pearl, University of South Carolina, Professor Michael

Myrick.

Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are available

on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/
coblentz-student-awards.

Clara Craver Award. The Craver Award is presented annually to an

outstanding young molecular spectroscopist whose efforts are in the area

of applied analytical vibrational spectroscopy. The candidate must be

under the age of 45 on January 1st of the year of the award. The work

may include any aspect of infrared (NIR, MIR, or Far), and/or THz, and/

or Raman spectroscopy in applied analytical vibrational spectroscopy.

The nominees may come from an academic, government lab, or

industrial background.

Previous recipients of the award are: Katherine A. Bakeev (2007),

John Conboy (2008), Takeshi Hasegawa (2009), Boris Mizaikoff

APPLIED SPECTROSCOPY 91A



(2010), and Michael W. George (2011). The award carries with it a

$1000 honorarium, a plaque, plus a $500 travel allowance. Files of

candidates will be kept active until the age of eligibility is exceeded.

Annual updates of candidate files are encouraged and will be solicited

from the nomination source by the award’s committee chair.

The awardee will also be offered a 25-minute plenary lecture during

the SCIX meeting, at which the award will be presented. Further, a

separate half-day award symposium honoring the award recipient and

highlighting the interests of the awardee will also occur at the same

conference. Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are

available on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/
the-craver-award.

William G. Fateley Student Award. In 2010, a new student award

in the name of William G. Fateley was created by the family and

former group members of Bill Fateley, in conjunction with the

Coblentz Society and the Society for Applied Spectroscopy. Winners

of the Coblentz Student Award receive a copy of the Society’s

Deskbook, a certificate, and a year’s membership in the Society. Their

names and the names of their faculty advisors will appear in the

Society’s Newsletter published in Applied Spectroscopy. Winners of

the William G. Fateley Student Award also receive a $1000 prize and

are asked to speak in the Student Awards Session at FACSS or another

appropriate location.

The recipient of the inaugural 2010 Fateley Student Award was Ali

Eftekhari-Bafrooei. The recipient of the 2011 William G. Fateley

Student Award was Rohith Reddy of the University of Illinois at

Urbana-Champaign, working with Professor Rohit Bhargava.

Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are available

on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/
william-g-fateley-student-award. Note that the Fateley student

awardee is selected from the top three candidates who receive the

Coblentz Student Awards, requiring that the students be nominated for

the Coblentz Student Award prior to consideration for the Fateley

Student Award.

Ellis R. Lippincott Award. The Ellis R. Lippincott Award is

presented annually to an outstanding vibrational spectroscopist. It is

co-sponsored by the Coblentz Society, the Society for Applied

Spectroscopy, and the Optical Society of America. The award is

presented in memory of Professor Ellis R. Lippincott to scientists who

have made significant contributions to vibrational spectroscopy as

judged by their influence on other scientists. It is awarded annually at

an appropriate scientific meeting. The award consists of the medal and

travel allowances to the meeting. The awardee will present an address

related to contributions for which he/she is being honored. In addition,

there may be a symposium of talks by invited speakers.

Recipients of the medal must have made significant contributions to

vibrational spectroscopy as judged by their influence on other

scientists. Because innovation was a hallmark of the work of Ellis

R. Lippincott, this quality in the contributions of the candidates will be

carefully appraised. The contributions may be theoretical, experimen-

tal, or both, and may have been made in the course of applied as well

as basic research. No restriction is placed on the citizenship or national

origin of candidates. A candidate need not be a member of any of the

sponsoring societies. The award will not be made posthumously

unless an awardee should die after the procedure of selection has been

completed.

Previous recipients include: Richard G. Lord (1976), Lionel Bellamy

(1977), Bryce Crawford, Jr. (1978), E. Bright Wilson (1979), George C.

Pimentel (1980), Ian Mills (1981), Michel Delhaye (1982), John

Overend (1983), Jon T. Hougen (1984), Ira W. Levin (1985), Wolfgang

Kaiser (1986), C. Bradley Moore (1987), Andreas C. Albrecht (1988),

Marilyn E. Jacox (1989), Robert W. Fields (1990), Richard J. Saykally

(1992), John F. Rabolt (1993), Herbert L. Strauss (1994), Giacinto

Scoles (1995), Giuseppe Zerbi (1996), Robin Hochstrasser (1997),

Takeshi Oka (1998), Mitsuo Tasumi (1999), Donald Levy (2000), Lester

Andrews (2001), Sandford Asher (2002), Shaul Mukamel (2003),

Richard Mathies (2004), Jaan Laane (2005), Hai-Lung Dai (2006),

Jonathan Tennyson (2007), Richard Van Duyne (2008), Michael Fayer

(2009), Martin Moskovits (2010), and Isao Noda (2011).

Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are available

on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/

the-lippincott-award.

Williams–Wright Award. This award is presented annually at the

Pittsburgh Conference to an industrial spectroscopist who has made

significant contribution to vibrational spectroscopy while working in

industry. The Williams–Wright Award Symposium is held in honor of

the awardee and immediately follows the presentation. The work may

include infrared and/or Raman spectroscopy and instrumental

development, as well as theory and applications of vibrational

spectroscopy. Government labs are not considered industry in this

definition. No restrictions are placed on the selection of the awardee

because of age, sex, or nationality, but the awardee must still be

working at the time the award is presented. The award consists of a

framed certificate and an honorarium. In order to ensure that the award

is based on an independent evaluation of the candidate’s achieve-

ments, the selection is made by a committee chosen by the Coblentz

Society.

Previous recipients of the Williams–Wright Award are: Norman

Wright (1978), Norman Colthup (1979), Jeannette Grasselli (1980),

Paul Wilks/James Harrick (1981), Robert Hannah (1982), Harry Willis

(1983), Robert Jakobsen (1984), Clara D. Craver/Richard A. Nyquist

(1985), Abe Savitzky/Joseph J. Barret (1986), A. Lee Smith (1987),

Darwin L. Wood (1988), D. Bruce Chase (1989), John F. Rabolt

(1990), Robert J. Obremski (1991), Timothy Harris (1992), Curtis

Marcott (1993), John M. Chalmers (1994), Michael R. Philpott

(1995), Bob Messerschmidt (1996), Michael J. Pelletier (1997), Henry

Buijs (1998), Don Kuehl (1999), John Reffner (2000), Raul Curbelo

(2001), Isao Noda (2002), Neil Everall (2003), Neil Lewis (2004),

Fran Adar (2005), Harry Owen (2006), Michael Carrabba (2007), Rina

Dukor (2008), Jerome J. Workman (2009), Patrick Treado (2010),

Howard Mark (2011), and Richard Crocombe (2012).

Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are available

on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/

the-williams-wright-award.

WILLIAM G. FATELEY STUDENT AWARD: A
SPECIAL CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS

The family and former group members of William G. Fateley, in

conjunction with the Coblentz Society and the Society for Applied

Spectroscopy, created an endowment supporting a student award in

his honor in 2010.

A lasting component of Bill’s legacy was his encouragement for

students to attend professional conferences and meet their peers. He

made it a goal to introduce young scientists to the ‘‘people’’ in the field

and to get them personally involved. Fostering this interaction was

important to Bill; perhaps as much as it was for the science. His efforts

included sending his students to many international conferences. If

need be, he even went as far as to bring the social interaction center

(disguised as a mobile spectroscopy lab) directly to the conference.

Bill’s commitment to encouraging students to attend conferences,

meet and interact with their colleagues and contribute to the field of

spectroscopy has produced a whole new generation of spectroscopists.

These actions have enriched the groups and societies that Bill
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championed so strongly and this is the legacy that we hope to continue

with the establishment of this award.

The inaugural award was presented during the two special sessions

at FACSS 2010 honoring Bill Fateley. These sessions consisted of a

mixture of presentations from Bill’s colleagues and former group

members. The William G. Fateley Student Award is being

administered by the Coblentz Society. The Society is currently

accepting contributions to the initial endowment of the Fateley award.

Please consider contributing to the formation of this award and

continuing the positive impact Bill Fateley had on the spectroscopic

community.

Due to his worldwide impact on the field of spectroscopy, tax

deductible donations to the award fund are encouraged from all of

‘‘Wild’’ Bill’s friends, colleagues and professional societies. Funds

may be sent to:

‘‘The Coblentz Society / The William G. Fateley Award’’,
acct: 5310712830

First Financial Bank

335 South College Avenue

Oxford, OH 45056

For those who prefer to send a check, please mark it as a contribution

to the William G. Fateley Award and send it to the treasurer of the

Coblentz Society.

SOCIETY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Membership. Anyone wishing to join the Society may do so by

submitting an application at the Coblentz web site (www.coblentz.org/

Membership) or by contacting Dr. Mark Druy, Coblentz Society

Membership Chairman, Physical Sciences, Inc., 20 New England

Business Center, Andover, MA 01810. Phone: (978) 738-8195, Fax:

(978) 689-3232, e-mail: druy@psicorp.com. Dues can also be paid

online at the Coblentz web site (http://www.coblentz.org/payments).

Coblentz society memberships can also be obtained in tandem with

Society for Applied Spectroscopy memberships through the SAS web

site (www.s-a-s.org).

Board Meeting. The Coblentz Society Board will hold its semi-

annual meeting at the 2012 Pittcon conference. Please consult the

Coblentz LinkedIn site for further information. Any article of business

that you want the Board members to consider must be sent in writing

to Michael Myrick, Coblentz Society President (see address at end of

newsletter), prior to the conference.

COBLENTZ SOCIETY BOARD

Rohit Bhargava

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Department of Bioengineering and Beckman

Institute for Advanced Science and Technology

405 N. Mathews Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801

phone: (217) 265-6596

email: rxb@uiuc.edu

Term Expires March 2012

Gloria Story

Procter & Gamble Company

Miami Valley Labs

11810 E. Miami River Road

Cincinnati, OH 45252

phone: (513) 627-2840

email: story.gm@pg.com

Term Expires March 2012

Linda Kidder

Malvern Instruments Inc.

7221 Lee Deforest Drive, Suite 300

Columbia, MD 21046

phone: (410) 953-6166

email: linda.kidder@malvern.com

Term Expires March 2013

Brandye Smith-Goettler

Merck and Co., Inc.

WP78-110

P. O. Box 4

West Point, PA 19486-0004

phone: (215) 652-5487

email: brandyemichelle_smithgoettler@merk.com

Term Expires March 2013

Christian Pellerin

University of Montreal

Department of Chemistry

CP 6128, Succ. Centre-ville

Montréal, QC, H3C 3J7

phone: (514) 340-5762

fax: (514) 340-5290

email: c.pellerin@umontreal.ca

Term Expires March 2014

Luisa T.M. Profeta

Midwest Research Institute

425 Volker Boulevard

Kansas City, MO 64110-2299

phone: 816-753-7600 3 1372

fax: 816-531-0315

email: lprofeta@mriresearch.org

Term Expires March 2014

Karl Booksh

University of Delaware

Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry

Lammot du Pont Laboratory

Newark, DE 19716

Tel: (302) 831-2561

email: kbooksh@udel.edu

Term Expires March 2015

Heather Brooke

Naval Research Laboratory

4555 Overlook Ave SW

Washington, DC 20375

email: heather.brooke.ctr@nrl.navy.mil

Term Expires March 2015

Francis W.L. Esmonde-White

University of Michigan,

Department of Chemistry

930 North University Ave., Room 4638

Ann Arbor, MI 48109

phone: (734) 531-9153
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email: francis@esmonde-white.com

Term Expires March 2016

Christina R. Young

U.S. Food and Drug Administration

9200 Corporate Blvd.

Rockville, MD 20850

email: christina.young@fda.hhs.gov

Term Expires March 2016

COBLENTZ SOCIETY OFFICERS

President
Michael Myrick

University of South Carolina

Department of Chemistry

631 Sumter Street

Columbia, SC 29208

phone: (803) 777-6018

email: myrick@sc.edu

President-Elect
Jim Rydzak

GlaxoSmithKline

709 Swedeland Road MS UW2940

King of Prussia, PA 19406-0390

phone: (610) 270-5242

email: James.W.Rydzak@gsk.com

Secretary
Richard Crocombe

Thermo Fisher Scientific

900 Middlesex Turnpike, Building 8

Billerica, MA 01821 USA

phone: (978) 215 1419

email: richard.crocombe@thermofisher.com

Treasurer
Andre J. Sommer

Miami University,

Molecular Microspectroscopy Laboratory, Department

of Chemistry and Biochemistry

Oxford, OH 45056

phone: (513) 529-2874

fax: (513) 529-5715

email: sommeraj@muohio.edu

Treasurer-Elect (2012–2016)
Mary W. Carrabba

Southern Oregon University,

Science 258

1250 Siskiyou Blvd.

Ashland, OR 97520

phone: (541) 552-6405

fax: (541) 552-6415

email: carrabbam@sou.edu

Newsletter Editors
Francis W.L. Esmonde-White

University of Michigan,

Department of Chemistry

930 North University Ave., Room 4638

Ann Arbor, MI 48109

phone: (734) 531-9153

email: francis@esmonde-white.com

Karen A. Esmonde-White

University of Michigan Medical School

Department of Internal Medicine, Rheumatology Division

1150 West Medical Center Drive MSRB II Room 3554

Ann Arbor, MI, 48109

phone: (734) 531-9154

email: karen@esmonde-white.com
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