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EDITOR’S COMMENTS

The Coblentz Society is working on getting the
information that you want about the Society to you in
many different ways. This newsletter, our more frequent
electronic communications, and our website (www.
coblentz.org) are your link with the rest of the Society.
You are welcome to contribute articles and comments for
those items or events that you wish to broadcast. The next
due date for newsletter submissions is May 1st for the
August issue. Regardless of the number of contributions,
we will always be printing the events and progress of the
Society so you can keep in touch with the Board
Members and Officers. Newsletter requests can be mailed
directly to the Newsletter Editor as noted in the Officer
section at the end. Be sure to look for the Coblentz
Society Newsletter in every February and August issue of
Applied Spectroscopy.

DAVID A. HEAPS

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR
THE COBLENTZ SOCIETY’S AWARDS

The Coblentz Society requests nominations for the
prestigious awards it supports:

CLARA CRAVER AWARD. The Craver Award is
presented annually to an outstanding young molecular
spectroscopist whose efforts are in the area of applied
analytical vibrational spectroscopy. The candidate must
be under the age of 45 on January 1st of the year of the
award. The work may include any aspect of infrared
(NIR, MIR, or Far), and/or THz, and/or Raman spectro-
scopy in applied analytical vibrational spectroscopy. The
nominees may come from an academic, government lab,
or industrial background. The 2009 winner is Takeshi
Hasegawa.

The award carries with it a $1000 honorarium, a
plaque, and a $500 travel allowance. Files of candidates
will be kept active until the age of eligibility is exceeded.
Annual updates of candidate files are encouraged and will

be solicited from the nomination source by the Award’s
committee chair.

The awardee will also be offered a 25-minute plenary
lecture to the assembled FACSS Conference, at which the
award will be presented. Further, a separate half-day
award symposium honoring the award recipient and
highlighting the interests of the awardee will also occur at
the same conference.

Nominations must include a detailed description of the
nominee’s accomplishments, a curriculum vitae or
resume, and a minimum of three supporting letters.
Nominations should be submitted to the Chairman of the
Craver Award Selection Committee [Dr. Scott C. Little,

Takeshi Hasegawa receiving the Craver Award from Ian R. Lewis, the current
Coblentz Society President.
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Focal Point International, 6350 Pheasant Lane, Verona,
WI 53593, Ph: (608)845-7955, email: scott_little@
charter.net]. Nominations close on July 31.

COBLENTZ AWARD. The Coblentz Award is
presented annually to an outstanding young molecular
spectroscopist under the age of 36. The candidate must be
under the age of 36 on January 1 of the year of the award.
Previous recipients of this award are found on the
Coblentz Society website. The 2010 winner is Timothy
Schmidt.

The award carries with it a $1,000 prize plus a $500
travel allowance. Files of candidates will be kept active
until the date of age eligibility is exceeded. Annual
updates of files of candidates are encouraged.

Nominations, which should include a detailed de-
scription of the nominee’s accomplishments, a curricu-
lum vitae, and as many supporting letters as possible,
must be submitted to the award chairman [Dr. André
Sommer, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry,
Miami University, Oxford, OH 45056; phone: (513)529-
2874; fax: (513)529-7284; e-mail: sommeraj@muohio.
edu] on or before September 1st.

WILLIAMS–WRIGHT AWARD. This award is
presented annually at the Pittsburgh Conference to an
industrial spectroscopist who has made significant
contributions to vibrational spectroscopy while working
in industry. The work may include infrared and/or
Raman spectroscopy and instrumental development, as
well as theory and applications of vibrational spectros-
copy. Government labs are not considered industry in
this definition. No restrictions are placed on the se-
lection of the awardee because of age, sex, or na-
tionality, but the awardee must still be working at the
time the award is presented. The nominating document
should clearly state the significance of the contribution
made by the nominee, e.g., the introduction of novel
methods, techniques, or theories; innovative work in the
field of vibrational spectroscopy; significant improve-
ment on existing methods, theory, or techniques; or
important impact on the field of vibrational spectroscopy
arising from the volume of contributions in a specific
area. The nomination should include a resume of the
nominee’s career and highlight accomplishments and
any publications and talks. Seconding letters to the
nomination are useful, but not necessary. Files on
nominees will be kept active for three years, after which
the candidate must either be renominated with an up-
dated file or the file will be closed. The 2010 winner is
Patrick Treado.

This award includes a $1,000 cash prize plus $500
toward travel expenses to the Pittsburgh Conference.
Nominations should be sent to the Chairman of the
Williams–Wright Award Selection Committee [Dr.
Brian C. Smith, Spectros Associates, 146 Worcester
St. Suite #4, Boston MA 02118, Ph: (508)579-6514; e-
mail: bcsmith@spectros1.com] before May 1st.

BOMEM–MICHELSON AWARD. This award is

dedicated to the memory of Professor A.E. Michelson,
developer of the Michelson interferometer. ABB sponsors
the award to honor scientists who have advanced the
technique(s) of vibrational, molecular, Raman, or elec-
tronic spectroscopy. Contributions may be theoretical,
experimental, or both. The recipient must be actively
working and may be associated with the academic, in-
dustrial, government, or private sector. The awardee must
be at least 37 years of age. The award consists of a crystal
symbol of the Bomem–Michelson award and an hono-
rarium. In order to ensure that the award is based on an
independent evaluation of the candidate’s achievements,
the selection is made by a committee chosen by the
Coblentz Society. The presentation will be made at the
Pittsburgh Conference. The 2010 winner is Richard Van
Duyne.

The nomination should include a resume of the
candidates’ career as well as the special research achieve-
ments that make the candidate an eligible nominee for the
ABB sponsored Bomem–Michelson Award. Files on
nominees will be kept active for three years, after which
the candidate must be renominated with an updated file
or the file will be closed. The nominating letter and
supporting letters should be sent to the Chairman of the
Bomem–Michelson Award Selection Committee [Profes-
sor Robin Garrell, Department of Chemistry & Biochem-
istry, UCLA, Box 951569, Los Angeles, CA 90095-
1569, Ph: (310)825-2496, e-mail: garrell@chem.ucla.
edu]. Nominations will close May 1st.

ELLIS R. LIPPINCOTT AWARD. The purpose of
the Ellis R. Lippincott Award is to honor Dr. Lippincott’s
memory by the recognition of significant contributions
and notable achievements in the field of vibrational
spectroscopy. The Coblentz Society, the Optical Society
of America, and the Society for Applied Spectroscopy
sponsor the medal jointly. It is awarded annually at an
appropriate scientific meeting. The award consists of the
medal and travel allowances to the meeting. The awardee
will present an address related to contributions for which
they are being honored. In addition, there may be a
symposium of talks by invited speakers.

Recipients of the medal must have made significant
contributions to vibrational spectroscopy as judged by
their influence on other scientists. Because innovation
was a hallmark of the work of Ellis R. Lippincott, this
quality in the contributions of the candidates will be
carefully appraised. The contributions may be theoretical,
experimental, or both, and may have been made in the
course of applied as well as basic research.

No restriction is placed on the citizenship or national
origin of candidates. A candidate need not be a member
of any of the sponsoring societies. The award will not be
made posthumously unless an awardee should die after
the procedure of selection has been completed. The 2009
winner is Michael Fayer (OSA).

Nominations should contain the name and affiliation of
the nominee and sufficient background information to
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justify the nomination. A nominator is expected to
believe sufficiently strongly in the quality of the work of
his or her candidate to provide evidence for that belief.
No restriction is placed on who may nominate, and all
nominations received by the committee prior to October
1 in any given year will be considered for the award to
be presented in the following year. Files on nominees are
kept active for three years, after which the candidate
must be renominated with an updated file or the file will
be closed. Nominations should be submitted to: Chair-
man, Lippincott Award Selection Committee, c/o Optical
Society of America, 2010 Massachusetts Ave., N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20036; phone: (202)416-1420; fax:
(202)416-6134.

SOCIETY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Membership. Anyone wishing to join the Society may
do so by sending $20 to Dr. Mark Druy, Coblentz Society
Membership Chairman, Physical Sciences, Inc., 20 New
England Business Center, Andover, MA 01810.

Board Meeting. The Coblentz Society Board will
hold its semi-annual meeting the week of February 28th
at Pittcon in Orlando, Florida. Any article of business
that you want the Board members to consider needs to
be sent in writing to Ian R. Lewis, Coblentz Society
President (see address at end of newsletter), prior to the
conference.

Board Members. Two new board members are elected
by the Society each year. Please send nominations for the
term 2010–2014 to Coblentz Society President, Ian R.
Lewis (see address at end of newsletter) by September 1st.

Honorary Members. The Society is awarding honor-
ary memberships in the Society to people who have made
outstanding contributions to the field of Spectroscopy.
Send your nomination for 2011 to Ian R. Lewis, Coblentz
Society President (see address at end of newsletter) prior
to September 1st

COBLENTZ SOCIETY BOARD

Name
Term

Expires Telephone

Brian J. Marquardt 2010 (206)543-6054
University of Washington – APL
Applied Physics Laboratory
Seattle, WA 98195
marquardt@apl.washington.edu

Michael L. Myrick 2010 (803)777-5264
University of South Carolina
Department of Chemistry
631 Sumter St
Columbia, SC 29208
myrick@mail.chem.sc.edu

Clara Craver 2011 (941)485-8210
500 Park Blvd South #72
Venice, FL 34285
claracraver@comcast.net

Scott C. Little 2011 (608)845-7955
Focal Point International
6350 Pheasant Lane
Verona, WI 53593
scott_little@charter.net

Gloria Story 2012 (513)627-2840
Procter & Gamble Company
Miami Valley Labs
11810 E. Miami River Road
Cincinnati, OH 45252
story.gm@pg.com

Rohit Bhargava 2012 (217)265-6596
Micro and Nanotechnology

Laboratory and
Beckman Institute for Advanced

Science and Technology
University of Illinois at

Urbana-Champaign
405 N. Mathews Ave.
Urbana, IL 61801
rxb@uiuc.edu

Brandye Smith-Goettler 2013 (215)652-5487
Merck and Co., Inc.
WP78-110 PO Box 4
West Point, PA 19486-0004
brandyemichelle_smithgoettler@

merck.com

Linda Kidder 2013 (410)953-6166
Malvern Instruments Inc. Ext. 1102
7221 Lee Deforest Drive,

Suite 300
Columbia, MD 21046
linda.kidder@malvern.com

COBLENTZ SOCIETY OFFICERS

President:
Ian R. Lewis (734)665-8083
Kaiser Optical Systems, Inc. ext.324
371 Parkland Plaza
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
lewis@kosi.com

Secretary:
David Schiering (203)207-9724
Smiths Detection
21 Commerce Drive
Danbury, CT 06810-4131
david.schiering@

smithsdetection.com
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Treasurer:
Andy Sommer (513)529-2874
Dept of Chemistry and

Biochemistry
Miami University
Oxford, OH 45065
sommeraj@muohio.edu

Past President:
Mary Carrabba (541)582-2399
Department of Chemistry
Southern Oregon University
1250 Siskiyou Blvd.
Ashland, OR 97520
carrabba@rrslabs.com

Newsletter Editor:
David A. Heaps (302)885-4595
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals LP
1800 Concord Pike
Wilmington, DE 19850
David.Heaps@astrazeneca.com
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