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The secret weapon of the Coblentz Society: enthusiasm.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Although this column is normally used to summarize
upcoming activities, it is appropriate at this time to
acknowledge the considerable contributions made to the
Society by the retiring Board members. Bernie Bulkin
has been a superb president and he departs along with
Abe Savitsky, Dana Mayo, and long-time newsletter
editor Lee Smith. During their tenure on the Board,
significant progress has been made and the Society is
now exceptionally well off financially. New programs
initiated during Bernie’s tenure will be continued and
developed further as appropriate.

Thus, the Society will be involved in the following: (a)
a symposium at the Ohio State Spectroscopy Meeting;
(b) encouragement and support of the International
FTIR meeting that will be held at the University of
South Carolina; (c) support of a course on computerized
infrared spectroscopy at the Pacific Coast Meeting in
October; (d) participate and encourage the computer-
assisted spectroscopy groups and wine and cheese mixers
at the Pacific Coast, FACCS, and Pittsburgh meetings;
(e) initiate professionally prepared audio-visual programs
on attenuated total reflectance, solid state sample han-
dling, and computerized infrared spectroscopy; and (f) a
new spectral collection on regulated chemicals will be
finished.

It looks like a very exciting year.

Please let us hear from you and please take the oppor-
tunity to participate.

Thanks again Bernie, Abe, Dana, and Lee. It’s been a
lot of fun!

WiLLiaM C. HARRIS
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SPECTROSCOPIC FORECASTS

T. Hirschfeld

A dozen years ago, when FT-IR was just trying to
enter the spectroscopic market place, a telling criticism
of its potential ran like this “in 5 min. I can get a
reasonable polystyrene spectrum in a classical instru-
ment; an FT-IR spectrum taken in the same time looks
almost the same; so why go to all the trouble?”

That criticism was valid. It took the advent of com-
puterized and/or quantitative IR, with its demand on
SNR, and GC-IR, with its demands on speed, to make
the new capabilities of FT-IR important, and so start the
long boom in the field.

Whenever a new technology promises order of magni-
tude gains in any direction, these amount to overkill as
far as current laboratory practices are concerned. This
leaves uncompensated many of the constraints as well as
the teething problems of the new technology.

In order to succeed, therefore, new breakthroughs in
spectroscopic instrumentation must develop a new in-
frastructure of methodologies, applications, and support-
ing techniques to suit their new strengths, before they
can prosper enough to find place in the general arma-
mentarium of spectrosocpy.

Another new spectroscopy, tunable laser spectroscopy,
now faces the same bottleneck. Its success now depends
not so much on its intrinsic technology as in that of its
new applications. There is an acute need for spectre-
scopic techniques that not only use but depend on th:
laser’s monochromaticity advantage, and also its higl:
brightness, coherence, and rapid ability to be tuned.

Dave Kendall and Al Melvegger.

APPLIED SPECTROSCOPY

paw




The growth and success of tunable laser spectroscopy
in IR spectroscopy will thus be decided in coming years
by methodological researchers in the deice maker’s ap-
plications laboratories, and in the analytical methods
development laboratories of industry and academia.

COBLENTZ AWARD

The Coblentz Award is given annually to a vibrational
spectroscopist under the age of 36. Nominations for the
1982 award should be sent by 30 June 1981 to Bernard J.
Bulkin, Polytechnic Institute of New York, Brooklyn,
NY 11201.

WORKSHOP ON COMPUTERIZED INFRARED
SPECTROSCOPY /

Sponsored by The Coblentz Society

This workshop is for those new or experienced infrared
spectroscopists who would like to better understand what
the computer does for them, and how to make best use
of it in IR spectroscopy!

Place: The Pacific Coast Conference on Chem-
istry and Spectroscopy
Sheraton-Anaheim Hotel
Anaheim, California

Fee: $100.00

Registration: Send check to: Dr. Jeanette G. Grasselli
The Standard Oil Com-
pany (Ohio)
4440 Warrensville Center
Road
Cleveland, OH 44128
or register at the meeting.
Schedule: 8:30 am. Jenny Grasselli—Introduction
8:35 Abe Savitzky—Bits, Bytes, Bugs
and Buzzwords—The Com-
puter and How It Works

9:50 COFFEE BREAK

10:10 Jack Koenig—Applications of
IR Spectroscopy with a Data
System

10:50 Mike Coleman—Computer As-

sisted Infrared Spectroscopy

of Polymers and Related Ma-

terials

11:30 Dana Mayo—Computer Sys-
tems for IR Spectral Inter-
pretation and Data System

Retrieval

12:15 p.m. LUNCH

2:00 Herb Hoover—A Computer-As-
sisted Spectroscopist

2:30 Bob Obremski—Application of
Computerized Infrared
Spectroscopy

3:00 BREAK

3:30 Chris Brown—Multicomponent
Quantitative Analysis by
Computerized Infrared
Spectroscopy

4:00 Tomas Hirschfeld—The ~Spec-
troscopist vs. Computerized
IR

4:45 Open Discussion

Herb Hoover at our computerized infrared worksho;;.

An old campaigner of the Pittsburgh Conference: Foil Miller.
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COMMENTS ON THE PITTLANTIC
(ATLANBURGH?)

Bigger, better, and more hectic than ever, the Pitts-
burgh Conference convened again in Atlantic City. (You
can always explain to Atlantic City natives that it’s called
Pittsburgh Conference because it came from Cleveland).

No doubt many of you vibrational spectroscopists felt
the same warm glow on seeing booth after booth of the
newest tools in infrared spectroscopy, many of them
unthought of as little as a decade ago. Here, as well as in
the numerous and crowded technical sessions, one could
see that Analytical Chemistry’s editorial of a few years
ago on the “maturity and senescence” of IR spectroscopy
was maybe a trifle premature.

To the observer of many of these singularly successful
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conferences, it seems clear that the continued quantita-
tive growth of the conference eventually will compel
qualitative charges in the operating mode. This year, if
you were looking for anyone in particular at the conven-
tion hall, he was present only at 60 ppm concentration
(one out of 17.000)! In order to see every booth in the
exhibits, if you did nothing else for eight hours a day for
all four days, one had just 128 seconds per booth.

WILLIAMS WRIGHT AWARD

The Williams Wright Award is presented annually to
an active industrial vibrational spectroscopist. Nomina-
tions for the 1982 award should be sent by 30 June 1981
to Jeanette G. Grasselli, The Standard Oil Company,
4440 Warrensville Center Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44128.




