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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

This is my last chance to addrass the Coblentz Society
reembership from this forum of the President’s newslet-
ter message. At the Pittsburgh Conference in Maveh, 1
will complete a two-year teem as President, the fivst such
terrmn under the new Society constitution which extended
the tenure from one year to two.

As I do so, it is with a spirit of looking riot back, but
forward, to the new initiatives which the Society is now
undertaking. We have always been active in a program
of educational activities, but these will expand shortly.
Membership contact has indicared the need for programs
in new areas, as well as renewal of programs in certain
fundamentals. Thus, we hope to soon be providing edu-
cational materials in modemn infrared sampling tech-
niques, such as internal and diffuse reflectance. More
details will be forthcoming when plans are set.

The spectro publication program, which has now pro-
duced almost 11,000 high quality, evaluated spectra, and
several special collections of spectra, is enjoying excellent
sales. We have authorized further activity in this area,
and expect that there will be increased use of our data in
various formats. Particularly important have been the
several attempts to digitize the spectra for use in auto-
mated search systems.

Again, we urge all those with interest in vibrational
spectroscopy to bring to the Coblentz Board their sug-
gestions for new activities. We have begun a program of
open meetings with the membership and everyone inter-
ested in infrared and Raman spectroscopy is invited to
participate in these. The meetings are held on Tuesday
afternoons, from 4:00-6:00 pm, at both the Pittsburgh
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Conterence and the FACSS Meeting. The time immedi-
ately precedes the Board of Managers meeting. The first

f these, at the FACSS meeting last fall, was well at-
tended and elicited many useful suggestions.

I have been pleased to have the opportunity to serve
the vibrational spectroscopic community as President of
their Coblentz Society and I will look forward to contin-
uing the things which we have begun together.

BERNARD J. BULKIN

OUR NEW FORMAT

From now on vou will be finding the Coblentz News-
Jetter as a separate section in APPLIED SPECTROSCOPY.
The Coblentz Society has long been affiliated to the
Society for Applisd Spectroscopy, and a considerable
raction of our membership also belongs to it. By this
publishing arrangement, we not only save costs, but we
spread our message to a much larger membership. For
those members of the Coblentz Society who are not also
members of SAS, reprints of these sections will be railed
concurrently.

Our schedule of appearances will therefore be bi-
roonthly, starting with the Merch/April issus of APPLIED
Serctroscory. Our deadline for receipt of materials for
publication will be first day of each odd month.

Please bear with us if Murphy’s law becomes observ-
ablz during this transition. Any change brings new bugs,
even such 2 promising one as this. Good luck to us all.

HI FROM YOUR NEW EDITOR

After 12 years of unremitting toil for our Society, our
Newsletter Editor Lee Smith decided on a well earned
rest, and resigned as of the end of 1980. Our general and
my personal appreciation for an exemplary job is ex-
tended to him.

Having made the mistake of offering some suggestions
about the newsletter at about this time, I was volunteered
into the job. So here is the address of your new editor:

Tomas Hirschfeld

1.-329, Lawrence Livermore Laboratory
P.O. Box 808

Livermore, CA 94550

415/422-6364

How well I do here is largely up to you. I'll be needing
your contributions, in articles. photos, and news of inter-
est. I'll be after some of you for items, but your cooper-
ation is essential. Thanks.

CONFERENCE ON VIBRATIONAL INTENSITIES

A Gordon Research Conference on Vibrational Inten-
sities is being organized for 8-12 June 1981 at Piymouth
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Chris Brown and Hugh Diex slavirnz away while we socialize.

State College in Plymouth. NH. by an ad hoc comirittee
consisting of William T. King (Brown University), John
Overend (University of Minnesota). and Willis B. Person,
Chairman. The subject this vear is primarily infrared
intensities, emphasizing theoreticzl and experimental as-
pects, but Raman intensities mayv be included in discus-
sions, and are planned ez the principal subject for a
future conference. Anyone interested in attending the
conference should write to:

Prof. Willis B. Person

Depertmert of Criemistry

- University of Florida
Gainsville, TL 32511
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SOME ACTIVITIES OF THE COBLENTZ
SOCIETY

The Spectral Evaluation Committee generates stand-
ards for obtaining storing, and reporting infrared spectral
information; and may consider soon the special implica-
tions in this area of extensive computer data processing.

The Archives Committee is charged with collecting
historical information on spectroscopy.

Our Spectral Publications program generates evalu-
ated spectral collections which have seen enthusiastic
public acceptance, and support many zctivities of the
Society.

Short courses, awards, special meetings, student activ-
ities, audio courses, and speakers bureau are some of the
numercus ongoing activities of the Society, with several
new activities being planned.

In future issues of this newsletter each of these activi-
ties will be described by members of the respective
committees.

SPECTROSCOPIC FORECASTS

T. Hirschfeld

Computers have already had & vast impact on infrared
spectroscopy, but the main impact is still ahead. Many
things converge toward this.

it is already clear that the $10,000 micrecomputer of
1960 outperforms the $50,000 minicomputer of 1975. Tt
seems clear that the personal computer of 1985 will be
able to do likewise for $2,000. At this rate, computeriza-
tion will be rule, not the exception, and the fun and
garmes of the FT-IR and CADS aficionados will become
the daily routine of the entire profession. We have the
choice of joining this particular bandwagon or being run
over by it. Are you ready?

As computers grow more ubiquitous, their uses grow
more vearied. By now, FT-IR has conditioned us to exten-
sive mathematics between the raw data and our answers.
Waiting in the wings are correlation spectroscopy, Kra-
mers-Kronig transforms, factor analysis, self-learning al-
gorithms, pattern recognition, etc. These are no longer
electronic equivalents of techniques formerly done “by
hand” but radically new procedures that were never
possible before the computer. Spectroscopy will not only

Tom Malloy and John Casper (IBM) in deep discussion.
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become more powerful, but harder to understand, as  tral scanning will increase the power and efficiency of
more and more of the reasoning and the decision making  spectrometers. Unattended operation will allow a 168

is left to the machine. The next few years in our profes-  hour working week to compensate for the vast increase

sion will be difficult as well as exhilarating. in instrumentation costs, and automation of the periph- ;
Automation will, of ccurse, go beyond mere data proc-  eral aspects of infrared spectrometry will increase the

essing. The virtues of the computer as an instrument  efficiency of the whole laboratory to match that of the

controller will also come to the forefront. Adaptive spec-  spectrometer.
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Announcement: Call for Papers

The 28th Canadian Spectroscopy Symposium will be held 28 to 30 September
1981 at the Government Conference Centre, Ottawa, Canada, sponsored by the
Spectroscopy Society of Canada with the support of Energy, Mines, and Re-
sources Canada. It will consist of invited and submitted oral papecs {from all areas

of atomic and molecular spectroscopies and an instrument exhibmon Prospective
cts to Dr. J. WL
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authors of 20.minute oral papers shoe =
McLaren, Division of f’hemxstxy, National Pe%ecnrch Council of Cdnagd, \Iontreal
Rd., Ottawa, KIA OR9 prior to 30 M,iy L% L

Organized sessions include: AAS, AES, M3, Microbeam and Surface Analysis,
NMR, Molecular Spectroscopies (IR/R‘,LJxan), Analytical FTIR, Spectroscopic
Applications of Microprocessors, Vibrational Spectroscopy in Energy Research,
Atomic Spectroscopy in Energy Exploration and Research, and Dioxin Analysis:
Problems and Pevspectives.
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