














Since there was no funding available, the first set of 1,000
spectra was prepared as a voluntary committee effort for the
Society, and Sadtler Laboratories agreed to bear the initial
printing and marketing costs 1in return for royalty payments
on sales.

The committee members realized that a fully volunteer effort
would be too burdensome to continue indefinitely. To pay for the
spectral collection, evaluation, and editing a budget was based on
a spectral sales price which would yield the Society $5,000 per
volume published, at a sales level of 100 sets. This $5 per
spectrum was to be used to prepare future volumes,

Five thousand spectra were prepared in this fashion, and have
been a useful and profitable effort.

The direction of this program changed significantly in the
mid-1960ts. At the request of the Office of Standard Reference
Data of the National Bureau of Standards, the Board of Managers
established criteria for Research Quality and Analytical Quality
spectra. It then began using these specifications in Volumes 6,
7, and 8 under the combined auspices of the National Standard
Reference Data System and the Joint Committee on Atomic and

Molecular Physical Data,

Tt was evident that preparation of spectra for this higher
quality publication would be more expensive., Four spectra were
being collected and evaluated for each spectrum approved for publi-
cation; formal nomenclature was required; draftsman quality structure
labels were to be prepared; spectra were to be photographically
reduced to nearly uniform size.

The Board of Managers approved a processing cost of up to $25
per published spectrum, and increased the sales price of the spectra
in anticipation of a break-even point at 180 to 200 customers,

At this time, Set 6 has sold 140 sets, Set 7 about 90 sets, and
Set 8 has just become available, Thus the Soclety has assets in
volumes of spectra for sale, but it is showing a cash-flow deficit.
Over the past three years, this deficit has varled from about
$20,000 when & newly prepared volume has not yet been shipped, to
about $11,000 when major sales have occurred for a new volume and
there has not been much effort expended toward a new set.

Tt is projected that it will be at least another year before
Set 6 costs are fully recovered, It can be reasonably projected

that most buyers of Set 6 will also purchase Sets 7 and 8, and
that these volumes will return their initial cost somewhat quicker

than has been realized for Set 6.



