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I. New Officers

Freeman Bentley was chosen as the new president of the Society by

the Board of Managers, at their meeting on March 6, 1968.

The newly elected Board members are Charles Angell and Jeanette
Grasselli. Nelson Fuson remains on the Board as Past President. The
Board is grateful for the contributions of retiring members Nelson Fuson

and Jack Mortimer.

11, Changes in Specifications for Evaluation of Infrared Spectra
(R. N. Jones)

During a meeting of the Board of Management on December 1, 1967,
a number of minor revisions were made in the Class II specifications. Al-
though the specifications themselves are substantially unchanged, some
possible ambiguities were eliminated by rewording. Anyone wishing a
copy of the revised Class II specifications should write to Dr. R. N. Jones,

Division of Pure Chemistry, National Research Council, Ottawa 2, Canada.

III. 1968 Coblentz Award

The award was presented at the Coblentz Symposium on March 7 to
Dr. Jon T. Hougen, who spoke ‘‘The Vibrational Problem in Floppy Mole-
cules, ’” Dr. Hougen, a native of Wisconsin, received his B. S. degree
from the University of Wisconsin. He attended graduate school at Harvard
University as a National Science Foundation Fellow, earning his A. M. and
Ph. D. degrees in 1958 and 1960, respectively. He was awarded member-
ship in both Phi Beta Kappa and Phi Lambda Upsilon. Following 6 years
with Dr. G. Herzberg’s molecular spectroscopy group at the National Re-
search Council in Ottawa, Canada, Dr. Hougen accepted his present position
as a part of David Lide’s microwave and infrared group at the National

Bureau of Standards.

Iv. 1968 Coblentz Society Symposium

A poll taken at the 1967 membership meeting showed considerable
interest in a ‘‘spectroscopist vs chemist’’ debate. Sentiment also ran high

for a session on ‘‘obtaining good spectra, ’’ while a sizeable minority




expressed interest in exploring ‘‘combined methods for structure deter-
mination. '’ Thus, the three topics were merged under the title ‘‘Infrared
Spectrometer to Chemaical Structure: A Giant Step.’’ The talk on pre-
paring good spectra was capably given by Bill Potts; evaluation of spectra
was discussed by Mrs. Clara D. Smith. The use of combined techniques
was explored by R. A. ‘‘Gus’’ Freidel, who showed several examples of
ingenious solutions to difficult problems using infrared along with other
chemical and instrumental techniques. The debate between the chemist
(Prof. Pierre Laszlo, Princeton University) and the spectroscopist
(Norman Colthup) did not erupt into anything more violent than a good-
natured verbal exchange; both speakers offered some thought-provoking
ideas, and it was apparent that neither the chemist nor the spectroscopist

is in a position to claim a monoply on interpretation of infrared spectra.

V. General Meeting - March 7, 1968, Parlor 32 of the Cleveland-Sheraton

Hotel
A Announcements (N. Fuson)
1s New Board members were introduced.
2. The resignation of H. B, Kessler, Secretary for the past

6 years, was announced. Because of a change in job duties away from the
field of infrared spectroscopy, Heinie felt that he could not continue on the
Board. His resignation was regretfully accepted, and Robert W. Hannah

of Perkin Elmer was appointed to replace him.

3 Committee membership is as follows:
Membership - C. L. Angell and R. W. Hannah
1969 Coblentz Symposium: Ron Kagarise
Auditing Committee - C. L. Angell and J. G. Grassellil
Evaluation of Spectra : R. N, Jones, R. Hannah, K.
Stine, A. C. Jones, W. J. Potts,
H. Sloane

B. Treasurer’s Report (appended) (W. J. Potts)
C. Membership Committee Report (F. Bentley)

Brochures are being circulated to SAS local chairmen and infra-
red schools. A Coblentz Society booth was set up at the Cleveland meeting,

Each Society member is asked to recruit one additional member during 1968.

For additional application forms please contact Dr. C. L. Angell, Union
Carbide Corporation, P. O. Box 278, Tarrytown, New York 10591.



D. Newsletter (A. Lee Smith)
Suggestions for improvements, features, etc., would be wel-
comed. The Newsletter will be published quarterly (April, July, October,

January).

E. Joint Committee on Atomic and Molecular Physical Data
(A. Lee Smith)

This group is presently engaged in processing infrared spectra
to be evaluated and published. About 13, 000 spectra have been collected;
2000 have been evaluated, and 600 agcepted for publication as meeting
Class III specifications. The Joint Committee would like to publish these
as a part of the Coblentz Spectra collection, and is exploring ways of doing

this. Cost will be 20 to 25 cents per spectrum.

The Board of Managers and the Joint Committee are also sponsoring
a pilot study to generate Class II spectra; 8 laboratories will run 25 spectra
each and will be paid $250 each.

F. 1969 Coblentz Symposium (R. Kagarise)

Suggestions were offered from the floor. Those topics receiving

the most votes were:

1, Working computer systems in spectroscopy
2s Vibrational spectra of single crystals
G. Other

Copies of the revised Class II specifications were distributed

to Coblentz members attending this meeting.

Paul Wilks asked, ‘‘What can the Coblentz Society do to increase
knowledge of good I. R. techniques?”’

Lee Smith suggested a film showing experimental techniques.
Bob McDonald suggested a booklet illustrated with numerous

sketches.

VI. Coblentz Board of Managers Meeting March 6, 1968

Besides the items reported above, the following were considered:

A, Tax exempt status for the Society. Bill Fateley and Nelson

Fuson are working on this matter.

B. Dues from members., A sizeable number of members have



not paid their dues. A remainder will be inserted in the

next mailing (No. 38).

iy Committee memberships. Suggestions for personnel to
serve on the following committees were made by the board
of management: Nominations, Coblentz Award, Member-

ship.

D. It was suggested that the article by Potts and Smith on
operating infrared spectrometers be made available to
each of the summer schools offering short courses in in-
frared spectroscopy. Copies may be obtained by writing
Dr. W. J. Potts, 1603 Bldg., Dow Chemical Company,
Midland, Michigan 48640.

VII. Operatingjan Infrared Spectrometer

The President of the Society has requested that a copy of the paper
“Optimizing the Operating Parameters of Infrared Spectrometers’’ be

sent to each member. It is enclosed.

VIII. Codata Conference

The first international conference on the generation, collection,
evaluation, and dissemination of numerical data for science and technology
will be held at Ev. Akademie Arnoldshain, Germany, on June 30 - July 5,
1968. The Panel on I.R. Spectroscopy will be moderated by R. N. Jones,
who will also report on automation of spectral data. Further information
may be obtained from Dr. Guy Waddington, Executive Director, Central
Office, ICSU Committee on Data for Science and Technology, 2101 Constitu-
tion Avenue, N, W., Washington, D, C. 20418.



THE COBLENTZ SOCIETY

TREASURER’S REPORT

March 1, 1968

Balance on hand March 1, 1967
Receipts:

Royalty payments from Sadtler:
Sale of Coblentz Reprints
Dues

Payments:

Payments to Clara Smith for
editing Coblentz spectra
Microfilming Coblentz Spectra

Coblentz Award: Travel expenses
and preparation of award
scroll

Travel expenses (N. Fuson)

Printing costs and stationery

Advertising: Coblentz Society
and Coblentz spectra

Reprints: Future of Infrared
Spectroscopy

Miscellaneous

Balance on hand March 1, 1968

Respectfully submitted,

FJ fos

W. J. Potts, Treasurer

$4,830.00
24,50
766,30

$5, 620. 80

$1, 000. 00
102. 98

293.23
102.75
433.41

80.00

67.15
28.45

$2,107.97

$ 7,318.95

$10,831.178



