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Coblentz Society President, Rachael Barbour (L) presents the Coblentz
Award to Paul Bohn of the University of Illinois at the Ohio State
Molecular Symposium in Columbus this past June.

EDITOR’S COMMENTS

The Newsletter Committee would like to welcome Rich
Dluhy of the University of Georgia. You will see in this
newsletter that he is off to a good start with new and
interesting commentaries. In the issues to come we hope
to be able to spend more time acquiring the kind of
information in which you, the reader, are interested.

We still welcome articles and comments from the
membership; the next due date for submissions is April
1 for the August issue. Regardless of the number of con-
tributions, we will always be printing the events and
progress of the Society so you can keep in touch with the
Board members and officers.

I believe that the new Coblentz Society President, Ra-
chael Barbour, has plans to make Coblentz more of a
“household” word (or should we say “labhold” word), so
you’ll probably see some new ideas come out in the future
via this newsletter. Be sure to look for the “Coblentz
Society Newsletter” in every February and August issue
of Applied Spectroscopy.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As the Coblentz Society approaches its 40th anniver-
sary, I find that Al Harvey’s comments as president dur-
ing the 30th anniversary to still be appropriate: “Many
people frequently ask ‘What is the Coblentz Society?’
and ‘Who was Coblentz?’” One of my goals as current
president of the Coblentz Society is to find ways to see
to it that more people know the answers to those ques-
tions. How to do so and how to commemorate the 40th
anniversary will be topics at the spring Board meeting.

Paul Bohn of the University of Illinois was presented
with the Coblentz Award at the Ohio State Symposium
in Columbus this past June. He gave a fine award address
as one of the plenary lectures on the first day of the
Symposium. The 1992 Coblentz Award winner will be
Tom Rizzo of the University of Minnesota, who will pre-
sent his award address at the 1992 OSU Symposium.

The Coblentz Beer Blast at the Ohio State Symposium
was again a big success, also netting us a profit on T-shirt
sales. Dr. Rao has retired as the chief organizer of this
meeting, and has been replaced by a committee, the head
of which is Dr. Terry Miller of the Chemistry Department
at OSU. Dr. Rao has done an enormous amount of work
in organizing this meeting for many years, and is in many
ways responsible for its success. Dr. Miller has expressed

Many conferees enjoyed the Coblentz Beer Blast at the OSU Molecular
Symposium in Columbus.
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The ever-famous Coblentz T-shirts were a popular item at the Beer
Blast sponsored by the Society at the Molecular Symposium. We made
a good number of sales!

his interest in maintaining close ties with the Coblentz
Society. We look forward to working with him and the
committee in the future.

Dr. Timothy D. Harris of AT&T has been named the
winner of the 1992 Williams-Wright Award. This award
recognizes significant contributions to vibrational spec-
troscopy by an industrial scientist. Dr. Harris will receive
the award at PittCon in New Orleans for his work in-
volving resonance Raman scattering in semiconductors.
The symposium has been arranged by Dr. Arlene Gar-
rison; it will be held in conjunction with the annual mem-
bership meeting of the Coblentz Society, followed by our
traditional wine and cheese social.

Dr. Jyrki Kauppinen will be awarded the 1992 Bomem-
Michelson Award at PittCon. Dr. Kauppinen will be rec-
ognized for his contributions to the design and construc-
tion of high-resolution far-infrared spectrometers, as well
as to far-infrared spectroscopy, optimization of spectral
collection, and spectral decomposition and analysis. The
symposium will be arranged by Dr. William Fateley.

The Coblentz Society will have a booth at PittCon in
New Orleans this year. We will be soliciting member-
ships, displaying our databases, and distributing order
forms for our reference collections.

I would like to welcome new members Dr. Rich Dluhy
and Dr. Dave Haaland to the Board. At the fall Board
meeting, Dr. Robert Hannah filled his last duty as sec-
retary for the Society. Bob has given us many years of
faithful service—sometimes through some very long
meetings; we will miss him. I want to thank him for all
he has done and especially to thank him for finding his
own replacement: Dr. David Schiering of Perkin-Elmer.

RacHAEL L. BARBOUR

T-SHIRT DESIGN CONTEST

The Coblentz Society is holding a T-shirt design con-
test for the next printing of our T-shirts. We are inter-
ested in changing the design and wording on the shirts
for a new era in the Coblentz Society. We will be selling
the remainder of our current-design T-shirts, which we
will have in three colors during the rest of 1992. When
1993 begins and the Coblentz Society is celebrating its
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40th year, we will start the year with a new T-shirt for
distribution. The winner of the design contest will win
a Coblentz Reference Desk Book and one of the first
printings of the new T’s. Send your ideas to: Kathy Ka-
lasinsky, Coblentz Publicity Chairman, at the address at
the end of this newsletter. Remember, the T-shirts are
for publicity purposes and we sell them at cost.

GORDON RESEARCH CONFERENCE
ON VIBRATIONAL SPECTROSCOPY

The biennial Gordon Research Conference on Vibra-
tional Spectroscopy is once again scheduled to be held
during 1992. This year’s conference will take place Au-
gust 3-7 at the Brewster Academy on beautiful Lake
Winnipesaukee in Wolfeboro, New Hampshire.

The chairman of this year’s conference, Tim Keider-
ling of the University of Illinois, and the vice-chairman,
Alan Campion of the University of Texas, are assembling
a program based on exciting new developments in di-
versified areas of spectroscopy. As this newsletter goes
to press, the detailed program is still being assembled;
however, symposia are planned on the vibrational spec-
troscopy of time-dependent phenomena, clusters, sur-
face phenomena, and bio-molecular applications.

One of the traditions of the vibrational spectroscopy
Gordon Conference has always been strong participation
by the conferees. During the 1990 conference, close to
859% of all attendees participated in the conference by
presenting a poster or short talk describing their recent
work. This year’s conference should continue this tra-
dition, as Tim and Alan will be encouraging poster pre-
sentations by the attendees.

The past organizers of this conference have always
tried to encourage participation by young researchers.
This year the conference will continue the practice of
sponsoring graduate students and young post-docs
through grants which partially cover the registration fees.
These grants are contingent upon the researcher’s pre-
senting a poster at the conference and being accompanied
by his or her advisor.

As always, this year’s conference should combine ex-
cellent scientific presentations with a relaxed, informal

Here are the Coblentz Board members hard at work at the last Board
meeting held during the FACSS Conference in Anaheim. From left to
right: Matt Harthcock, Curt Marcott, Rich Dluhy, Rachael Barbour
(President), and FACSS representative Paul Bourassa.
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atmosphere. For more information on this year’s Gordon
Conference on vibrational spectroscopy, call Tim at
(312)996-3156 or Alan at (512)471-3012. Applications for
conference participants may be obtained from the Gor-
don Research Conference office at (401)783-4011. See you
in Wolfeboro!

RicH DLUHY

REQUEST FOR NOMINATIONS

The Coblentz Society requests nominations for the
prestigious awards it supports:

1993 Coblentz Award. The Coblentz Award is pre-
sented annually to an outstanding young spectroscopist
under the age of 36. (The candidate must be under the
age of 36 on January 1 of the year of the award.) Previous
recipients of this award are: John Overend (1964), Wil-
liam Fateley/Robert Snyder (1965), Edwin Becker (1966),
Peter Krueger (1967), Jon Hougen (1968), James Durig
(1969), Guiseppi Zerbi (1970), Clive Perry (1971), George
Leroi (1972), C. Bradley Moore (1973), C. K. N. Patel
(1974), Bernard J. Bulkin (1975), Geoffrey Ozin/George
Thomas, Jr. (1976), Peter Griffiths (1977), Lester An-
drews (1978), Lionel Carreira (1979), Richard Van Duyne
(1980), Laurence Nafie (1981), Christopher Patterson
(1982), Dave Cameron (1983), Steve Leone (1984), John
Rabolt/Graham Fleming (1985), Joel Harris (1986), Alan
Campion (1987), Keith Nelson (1988), Geri Richmond
(1989), Hai-Lung Dai (1990), Paul Bohn (1991), and Tom
Rizzo (1992). The award carries with it a $1000 prize plus
a travel allowance.

Nominations, which should include a detailed descrip-
tion of the nominee’s accomplishments, a curriculum vi-
tae, and as many supporting letters as possible, must be
submitted to the award chairman [Dr. Hai-Lung Dali,
Department of Chemistry, University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, PA 19104, Ph: (215)898-8313] on or before
1 July 1992.

1993 Williams-Wright Award. This award is presented
annually at the Pittsburgh Conference to an industrial
spectroscopist who has made significant contributions to
vibrational spectroscopy while working in industry. The
work may include infrared and/or Raman spectroscopy
and instrumental development, as well as theory and
applications of vibrational spectroscopy. (Government
labs are not considered industry in this definition.) No
restrictions are placed on the selection of the awardee
because of age, sex, or nationality, but the awardee must
still be working at the time the award is presented. The
nominating document should clearly state the signifi-
cance of the contribution made by the nominee, i.e., the
introduction of novel methods, techniques, or theories;
innovative work in the field of vibrational spectroscopy;
significant vibrational spectroscopy arising from the vol-
ume of contributions in a specific area. The nomination
should include a current vitae on the nominee and high-
light any publications and talks. Seconding letters to the
nomination are useful, but not necessary. Files on nom-
inees will be kept active for three years, after which the
candidate must either be renominated with an updated
file or the file will be closed.

Previous recipients of the Williams-Wright Award are:
Norman Wright (1978), Norman Colthup (1979), Jean-

Our two new Board members, Dave Haaland and Rich Dluhy (from
left to right), are introduced to the “after the Board meeting” meeting
at the local refreshment stand. They are joined by Hector Casal and
Curt Marcott (continuing left to right), veterans of the “after the meet-

ing” meeting.

nette Grasselli (1980), Paul Wilks/James Harrick (1981),
Robert Hannah (1982), Harry Willis (1983), Bob Jakob-
sen (1984), Clara Craver/Richard Nyquist (1985), Abe
Savitzky/Joseph Barret (1986), Lee Smith (1987), Dar-
win Wood (1988), Bruce Chase (1989), John Rabolt (1990),
Bob Obremski (1991), and Timothy Harris (1992).

Like the Coblentz Award, the prize includes a $1000
cash prize plus a travel allowance to the Pittsburgh Con-
ference. Nominations should be sent to the Chairman of
the William-Wright Award Selection Committee [Dr.
Barry Streusand, Applied Analytical, Inc., 9909 Burnet
Rd., Austin, TX 78758, Ph: (512)339-1462] on or before
1 May 1992.

1993 Bomem-Michelson Award. This award is dedi-
cated to the memory of Professor A. E. Michelson, de-
veloper of the Michelson interferometer. Bomem spon-
sors the award to honor scientists who have advanced
the technique(s) of vibrational, molecular, Raman, or
electronic spectroscopy. Contributions may be theoret-
ical or experimental, or both. The recipient must be ac-
tively working and may be associated with the academic,
industrial, governmental, or private sector. The awardee
must be 37 years or older. The award consists of a medal
and a $2500 honorarium. The presentation will be made
at the Pittsburgh Conference in March 1992.

In order to assure that the award is based on an in-
dependent evaluation of the candidate’s performance,
the selection is made by a committee chosen by the Co-
blentz Society. A nominating letter and seconding letters
should be sent to: Dr. Dave Haaland, Division 1823, San-
dia National Labs, Albuquerque, NM 87185, Ph: (505)844-
5292. The candidates c.v. should be included, as well as
a description of specific research efforts which make the
candidate eligible for this award. Nominations will close
1 May 1992.

Previous recipients of the Bomem-Michelson Award
are: Tom Spiro (1987), Carl Linberger (1988), Richard
Saykally (1989), William Klemperer (1990), Alan Pine
(1991), and Jyrki Kauppinen (1992).

Ellis R. Lippincott Award. The purpose of the Ellis R.
Lippincott Award is to honor Dr. Lippincott’s memory
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The FACSS conference in Anaheim featured a luau as the conference
banquet. Shown here fulfilling their scientific duty at the luau are
Rachael Barbour (L), and Peter Griffiths (R) with a known personality
in the middle. Could it be someone from Hawaii?, or Donald Duck?,
or could it be, nah, not Bill Fateley!!

by the recognition of significant contributions and no-
table achievements in the field of vibrational spectros-
copy. The medal is sponsored jointly by the Coblentz
Society, Optical Society of America, and the Society for
Applied Spectroscopy. It is awarded annually at an ap-
propriate scientific meeting. The award consists of the
medal and travel allowances to the meeting. The awardee
will present an address related to contributions for which
he/she is being honored. In addition there may be a sym-
_ posium of talks by invited speakers.

Recipients of the medal must have made significant
contributions to vibrational spectroscopy as judged by
their influence on other scientists. Because innovation
was a hallmark of the work of Ellis R. Lippincott, this
quality in the contributions of the candidates will be
carefully appraised. The contributions may be theoret-
ical or experimental or both, and may have been made
in the course of applied as well as basic research.

No restriction is placed on the citizenship or national
origin of candidates. A candidate need not be a member
of any of the sponsoring societies. The award will not be
made posthumously unless an awardee should die after
the procedure of selection has been completed.

Previous recipients include: Richard Lord (1976), Lio-
nel Bellamy (1977), Bryce Crawford, Jr. (1978), E. Bright
Wilson (1979), George Pimentel (1980), Ian Mills (1981),
Michel Delhaye (1982), John Overend (1983), Jon Houg-
en (1984), Ira Levin (1985), Wolfgang Kaiser (1986),
Bradley Moore (1987), Andreas Albrecht (1988), Marilyn
Jacox (1989), and Robert Field (1990).

Nominations should include the name and affiliation
of the nominee and sufficient background information
to justify the nomination. A nominator is expected to
believe strongly enough in the quality of the work of his
or her candidate to provide evidence for that belief. No
restriction is placed on who may nominate, and all nom-
inations received by the committee prior to October 1 in
any given year will be considered for the award to be
oresented in the fall of the following year. Files on nom-
inees are kept active for three years, after which the
candidate must be renominated with an updated file or
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the file will be closed. Nominations should be submitted
to: Dr. Bruce Chase, Chairman, Lippincott Award Se-
lection Committee, % Optical Society of America, 1816
Jefferson Place, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036, Ph:
(202)223-8130.

SOCIETY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Membership. Anyone wishing to join the Society may
do so by sending $5.00 to Dr. James A. de Haseth, Co-
blentz Society Membership Chairman, Department of
Chemistry, University of Georgia, Athens, GA 30602.

Board Meeting. The Coblentz Society Board will hold
its semi-annual meeting the second week in March at
the Pittsburgh Conference in New Orleans. Any article
of business that you want the Board members to consider
needs to be sent in writing to Rachael L. Barbour, Co-
blentz Society President, BP Research 4440 Warrensville
Center Road, Cleveland, OH 44129-2837, prior to the
conference.

Coblentz Society T-Shirt. The last of our popular de-
sign T-shirts will be sold in the coming year. Look for
them on display at various conferences and Coblentz
functions.

Annual Meeting. The annual meeting of the Coblentz
membership will be held prior to the Williams-Wright
Symposium at the Pittsburgh Conference. Be sure to
attend, as the general business of the Society will be
conducted.

COBLENTZ SOCIETY BOARD

Term
Name Expires Telephone
Dr. Hector L. Casal 1992 (216)581-6308

BP Research

4440 Warrensville Center Road

Cleveland, OH 44128-2837

Dr. Geraldine L. Richmond 1992
Department of Chemistry

University of Oregon

Eugene, OR 97403

Dr. Sanford A. Asher 1993
Department of Chemistry

University of Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh, PA 15260

Rachael L. Barbour 1993
BP Research

4440 Warrensville Center Rd.

Cleveland, OH 44128

Dr. Arlene A. Garrison 1993
Department of Chemistry

University of Tennessee

Knoxville, TN 37996-1600

Dr. Matthew A. Harthcock 1994
The Dow Chemical Company

Analytical Sciences

1897 Building

Midland, MI 48667

Dr. Curtis Marcott 1994
Procter & Gamble

P.O. Box 398707

Miami Valley Labs

Cincinnati, OH 45239-8707

Dr. Richard A. Dluhy 1995
Department of Chemistry

University of Georgia

Athens, GA 30602

(503)346-4635

(412)624-8570

(216)581-5562

(615)974-3145

(517)636-6332

(513)245-2806

(404)542-1950
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Dr. David M. Haaland 1995 (505)844-5292
Division 1823

Sandia National Labs

Albuquerque, NM 87185

COBLENTZ SOCIETY OFFICERS

President: Rachael L. Barbour (216)581-5562 Treasurer:
BP Research
4440 Warrensville Center

Road
Cleveland, OH 44128
Secretary: Dr. David Schiering Immediate Past
Perkin-Elmer Corporation President:

761 Main Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06859

Dr. Bruce Chase

CR&D 325/131A

Experimental Station

E. I. DuPont

Wilmington, DE 19898

Dr. Kathryn S. Kalasinsky

Armed Forces Institute of
Pathology

Division of Forensic
Toxicology

Washington, D.C. 20306

(302)695-4434

(202)576-2910
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