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Fig. l' Kathy Kalasinsky (L) presents the Williams-Wright Award to
Bob Obremski of Beckman Instruments at the Pittsburgh Conference
in Chicago this past March.

EDITOR'S COMMENTS

This is the last Newsletter that I will be editing while
filling the roles of both Newsletter Editor and Society
President. In the issues to come I hope to be able to
spend more time acquiring the kind of articles that main-
tain your reader interest. During the past year it may
have been difficult to locate me, as I have relocated three
times. (See the last line of my President's Message.) The
address that is listed in the Officers Directory at the end
of the Newsletter is my current address, and I plan to
be there for the next 20 years.

We still welcome articles and comments from you the
member, and the next due date for submissions is Oc-
tober 1st for the February 1992 issue. Regardless of the
number of contributions, we will always be printing the
events and progress of the Society so you can keep in
touch with the Board members and Officers.

I believe that the new Coblentz Society President, Ra-
chael Barbour, has plans to appoint some new people to
the Newsletter Committee, so you'll probably see some

new ideas and articles in the future. Be sure to look for
the Coblentz Society Newsletter in every February and
August issue of Applied Spectroscopy'

KerHv KnleslNsxv

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The Society's revenue from the sale of reference spec-
tra is expected to increase now that new contract agree-
ments for distribution of our databases are in place.

The Coblentz Society is the prime sponsor for the 1993
International Conference on Fourier Transform Spec-
troscopy to be held in Calgary. A proportionate return
of any profit from that meeting will allow the Coblentz
Society to continue to be a major supporter of such events
in the future. The Western Spectroscopy Association
meeting that we have continued to support for the past
few years was held in January. The Coblentz Speaker
was Professor Nicholas J. Turro of Columbia University.

At the annual general membership meeting, held in
Chicago at the Pittsburgh Conference, we presented Dick
Nyquist and Clara Craver with honorary membership

Fig. 2. Bob Obremski smiles a Iittle bigger when he receives the check

for the Williams-Wright Award.
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Fig. 3, Coblentz Society President, Kathy Kalasinsky (L), presents
Honorary Coblentz Membershlp to Dick Nyquist (R), during the an-
nual membership meeting in Chicago at the Pittsburgh Conference this
past March.

into the Society. Subsequently, the Williams-Wright
Award symposium was held, honoring Bob Obremski of
Beckman Instruments. This was followed by our annual
Wine and Cheese Reception, open to all Pittsburgh Con-
ference conferees.

Paul Bohn of the University of Illinois was presented
with the Coblentz Award at the Ohio State Symposium
this past June. His award address was one of the plenary
lectures on the first day of the Symposium in Columbus.
The Coblentz Society again sponsored the ever-popular
Beer Blast on Tuesday evening of that conference week.

The Coblentz Society still administers the selection
process for the Bomem-Michelson Award, which was pre-
sented to Alan Pine of NIST on Wednesday of the Pitts-

Fig. 5. The Williams-Wright Award Symposium at the Pittsburgh
Conference in Chicago featured (left to right) Bob Obremski (Awardee,
Beckman Instruments); Peter Griffiths (speaker, University of Idaho);
Chris Brown (speaker, University of Rhode Island); a Bill Harris clone--
Bruce Chase (speaker, E. L du Pont Experimental Station); and Arlene
Garrison (Symposium Chairman, University of Tennessee).

burgh Conference. The Coblentz Society continues to be
one of three sponsoring societies for the Lippincott Award.
This year the Society of Applied Spectroscopy is the
prime organizer, and SAS has selected the FACSS Con-
ference of 1992 as the award presentation site.

Following a favorable vote at the Coblentz Board meet-
ing a year ago, we will be sponsoring a memorial Dick
Lord Lectureship at the Bowdoin Spectroscopy Course
each year. This move is to honor the memory of a man
who offered a great deal to us through science, as well
as to the Society. The first of these lecturers was Foil
Miller, Dick Lord's first graduate student. This year, the
second lecturer was, appropriately, Dana Mayo.

As the prime organizer in trying to find financial sup-
port to enable the ACS to produce an Eminent Chemist
documentary of Gerhard Herzberg and Bryce Crawford,
the Coblentz Society donated half the cost for produc-

Fig. 6. Bob Obremski was honored by the presence of his family at
the presentation of the Williams-Wright Award. (Left to right) Bob's
father-in-1aw, Bob, his wife Arlene, and his two daughters Chris and
Robin.

Fig.4. Clara Craver (R) receives Honorary Membership into the Cob-
lentz Society from Coblentz President, Kathy Kalasinsky.
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Fig. 7. Arlene Garrison (L), Peter Griffiths (C), and John Lephardt
(R) take advantage of the break at the Williams-Wright Symposium
in Chicago at the Pittsburgh Conference.

tion, to see that this educational video would be pro-
duced; it should be ready for distribution soon.

John Rabolt has just completed his term on the Board
of Managers. Many thanks for his four years of service.
Newly elected members of the Board are Rich Dluhy of
the University of Georgia and Dave Haaland of Sandia
National Labs. Rachael Barbour will be taking over as

President of the Coblentz Society at the next Board
meeting in Anaheim at FACSS.

As the retiring President, I want to thank the mem-

^ bership for the volunteers who were available for various
:ommittee assignments during my two-year term in office

Fig. 8. A pair of spectroscopists-Dave and Senja Compton-enjoy
some refreshments at the Coblentz Wine and Cheese Reception, open
to all conferees each year at the Pittsburgh Conference.

Fig. 9. Henry Buijs (L) of Bomem, Inc. presents the Bomem-Mi-
ch"elson Award cryslal and check to Alan Pine (R) of NIST' (Notice

Alan smiled real big when he got his check too.)

and for all the support the Board members have given
me. I appreciate everyone's patience over the past two
yea.s while I have relocated twice professionally and once
personally. I believe we were able to survive as a Society
during those times without loss of a single Coblentz busi-
ness file.

Kersv KnlnslNsxv

AN UPDATE ON COBLENTZ DIGITIZED
REFERENCE SPECTRUM LIBRARIES

Project. We are building a digitized spectral library of
evaluated data for useful common compounds and ma-
terials. Our goal is to provide good databases at afford-
able costs!

We Need Your Help. Your contribution of spectra is
needed now to help us have a database large enough for
low-cost effective distribution. Spectra are most easily
processed in JCAMP.DX format. For your convenience,
we will also accept data disks from any spectrometer and
arrange for conversion. Please call Clara Craver, at 314-
962-6704, for details or ship your data to her at 761 West
Kirkham Avenue, Glendale, MO 63122.

Fig. 10. The Bomem-Michelson Award Symposium at the Pittsburgh
Cirference in New York featured (left to right) Bob Curl (speaker,

Rice University), Greg Rosasco (speaker, NIST), 4l Pine (Awardee,

NIST), Henry'tiuijs (iward presentation, Bomem, Inc'), and Takashi

Oka (speaker, University of Chicago).
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Availability of Coblentz Data. Spectra for Analect (La-
ser Precision) are available directly from the Coblentz
Society, P.O. Box 9952, Kirkwood, MO 63122 ($1200).

Displayable digitized Coblentz spectra are available
now for Perkin-Elmer's 7000 series computers. Perkin-
Elmer sells the database directly under part number
N187-0027 ($1280).

It came to our attention at the Pittsburgh Conference
that many Perkin-Elmer users were not aware that this
new database is different from another popular Perkin-
Elmer system which is based on a searchable library and
three Coblentz Society reference data books at the same
price and identified as "SP LIB." These two systems
cover different Coblentz Society collections and are largely
complementary. Perkin-Elmer users will find abundant
answers to unknowns in both files.

Coblentz Society digitized spectra are available for PC
searches by both Analect and Perkin-Elmer and directly
from the Society coupled with the IRGO search program.

Let us help you get the most answers out of your IR
equipmentt.

Clane D. Cnevnn Manager,
Coblentz Spectral
Data Publications

COBLENTZ STUDENT AWARDS, I99I
The Coblentz Society is pleased to announce its Stu-

dent Awards for 1991. These awards are presented yearly
to outstanding students of molecular spectroscopy and
consist of a copy of the Deskbook of Infrared Spectra
and a year's membership in the Society. The awardees
for 1991 are listed below. (Graduate and undergraduate
students are indicated by G and U, respectively.)

PAUL S. BARTEK, Department of Chemistry, State
University of New York at Farmingdale (Prof. Yeshwant
K. Purandare). (U)

WILLIAM E. BREWER, Department of Chemistry,
University of South Carolina (Prof. James R. Durig). (G)

STEPHANE BRIENNE, Department of Chemistry,
University of Auckland, New Zealand (Prof. Ralph Coo-
ney), Characterization of colored radical films on work-
ing electrodes. (G)

DIPING CHE, Department of Chemistry, Syracuse Uni-
versity (Profs. Laurence A. Nafie and Teresa B. Freed-
man), Inuestigations ot' Raman optical actiuity. (G)

YOUNG-JUN CHOI, N.Y. State College of Ceramics,
Alfred University (Prof. Robert A. Condrate), Infrared
and Raman spectral inuestigation of the sol-gel prep-
aration of lithium niobate. (G)

HELEN deCLERCQ, Department of Chemistry, Tow-
son State University (Prof. Nordulf Debye), IR line in-
tensities in low-pressure CO. (U)

REBECCA M. DITTMAR, Department of Chemistry,
Duke University (Prof. Richard A. Palmer), Photoacous-
tic FT-IR for depth proftle analysis of polymeric ma-
tertals. (G)

CHARLES SHERMAN ELMORE, Department of
Chemistry, Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology (Prof.
Frank A. Guthrie). (U)

KATHRINE GOLD, Department of Chemistry, Long
Island University (Prof. Joan E. Shields). (U)

LARRY JENNINGS, Department of Physics and As-
tronomy, University of Tennessee (Prof. William E.
Blass), Analysis and interpretation ot' infrared spectra
of methyl cyqnide. (G)

WEI KAO, Department of Physics and Astronomy, Mis-
sissippi State University (Prof. David L. Monts), CARS
spectroscopy of HCI in high-temperature combustion
enuironments. (G)

WILLIAM B. LACY, Department of Chemistry, Uni-
versity of Utah (Prof. Joel M. Harris), Vibrational spec-
tra and surface hinetics of molecules at liquid/solid in-
terfaces. (G)

HAROLD R. MARTIN, Department of Chemistry, Ten-
nessee Technological University (Prof. Robert J. Glin-
ski), Emisslon spectra of small molecules generated in
gas- phase chemiluminescence resctions. (G)

ROBERT MENTORE, Department of Chemistry, Rens-
selaer Polytechnic Institute (Profs. Gerald M. Korenow-
ski and Samuel C. Wait, Jr.), Characterization of inter-
facial structure and dynamics of polymers by nonlinear
optical spectroscopy. (G)

DIANA MUSTILLO, Department of Chemistry, College
of Saint Elizabeth (Prof. Emil W. Ciurczak), Use of NIR
in thin-layer chromatography. (U)

LAWRENCE MUZIWARA NXUMALO, Department
of Chemistry, University of the Witwatersrand, South
Africa (Prof. Tony A. Ford), Matrix isolation IR und ab
initio MO studies of molecular complexes of boron ha-
lides. (G)

CORY A. SZAFRANSKI, Department of Chemistry,
University of Pittsburgh (Prof. Robin L. Garrell), ,In-
teractions of thiols and disulfides with noble-metal sur-
faces by IR and surt'ace-enhanced Ruman spectroscopy.
(G)

JAMES D. TATE, Department of Chemistry, Kansas
State University (Profs. W. G. Fateley and R. M. Ham-
maker), Optical design and data computation for a sta-
tionary Hadamard int erf erome ter. (G)

SHELLY TREF'FERT, Department of Chemistry, Car-
thage College (Prof. Dennis P. Strommen, Carthage Col-
lege;and Prof. James R. Kincaid, Marquette University),
Spectral analysis of modifications of tris-bipyridyl ru-
thenium (III). (U)

FREDERICK WEINERT, Department of Chemistry,
San Jose State University (Prof. Kevin Ashley), Vibra-
tional frequency calculations for pseudohalide ions ad-
sorbed on electrode surfaces. (U)

DENISE WHYTE, Department of Chemistry, Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley (Prof. Herbert L. Strauss),
Raman and inelastic neutron scattering spectroscopy
of H" dissolued in water and ice. (G)
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JAY WILNER, Department of Chemistry, University of
Missouri-Kansas City (Prof. Charles J. Wurrey),Isomer-
specific IR analysis of polychlorinated biphenyls. (G)

vIANSOUR ZAHEDI, Chemistry Department, Oregon
State University (Prof. Joseph W. Nibler), Rouibrational
spectra and internal energy distributions of photofrag-
ments by coherent Raman spectroscopy. (G)

WAYNE ZUNIC, Department of Chemistry, University
of South Carolina (Prof. Joann F. Sullivan) , FT-Raman
spectroscopy of Persian Gulf crude oils. (G)

SOCIETY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Membership. Anyone wishing to join the Society may
do so by sending $5.00 to Dr. James A. de Haseth, Co-
blenlz Society Membership Chairman, Department of
Chemistry, University of Georgia, Athens, GA 30602.

Board Meeting. The Coblentz Society Board will hold
its semi-annual meeting the second week in October at
the FACSS Conference in Anaheim. Any article of busi-
ness that you want the Board members to consider needs
to be sent in writing to Rachael Barbour, Coblentz So-
ciety President, BP Research, 4440 Warrensville Center
Road, Cleveland, OH 44128, prior to the conference.

Board Memtlers. Two new board members are elected
by the Society each year. Please send nominations for
the term 1992-1996 to Coblentz Society President, Ra-
chael Barbour (see address above), by September 1st.

Honorary Members. As mentioned in the President's

Name

Dr. Hector L. Casal
BP Research
4440 Warrensville Center Road
Cleveland, OH 44128-283?

Dr. Geraldine L. Richmond
Department of Chemistry
University of Oregon
Eugene, OR 97403

Term
Expires Telephone
1992 (216)581-6308

(503)346-4635

COBLENTZ SOCIETY OFFICERS
President:

Dr. Sanford A. Asher
Department of Chemistry
University of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, PA 15260

Rachael L. Barbour
BP Research
4440 Warrensville Center Rd.
Cleveland, OII 44128

Dr. Arlene A. Garrison
Department of Chemistry
University of Tennessee
Knoxville, TN 37996- 1600

Dr. Matthew A. Harthcock
The Dow Chemical Company
Analytical Sciences
189? Building
Midland, MI 48667

Dr. Curtis lV1arcott
Procter & Gamble
P.O. Box 398707
Miami Valley Labs
Cincinnati, OH 45239-8707
Dr. Richard A. Dluhy
Department of Chemistry
University of Georgia
Athens, GA 30602

Dr. David M. Haaland
Division 1823
Sandia National Labs
Albuquerque, NM 87185

1994 (513)245-2806

(404)542- 1950

(505)844-5292

(2 16)581-5562

(203)834-1628

(302)695-4434

(202\572-2910

1995

1995

Rachael L. Barbour
BP Research
4440 Warrensville Center

Road
Cleveland, OH 44128

Dr. Robert W. Hannah
Perkin-Elmer Corporation
761 Main Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06859-0284

Dr. Bruce Chase
cR&D 325/131A
Experimental Station
E. L du Pont
Wilmington, DFI 19898

Dr. Kathryn S. Kalasinsky
Armed Forces Institute of Pa-

thology
Division of Forensic Toxicol-

ogy
Washington, D.C. 20306

1993

1993

1993

1994

(412)624-8570

(216)581-5562

(615)974-3145

(517)636-6332

Message, the Society is awarding honorary memberships
in the Society to people who have made outstanding
contributions to the field of spectroscopy. Send your
nomination for 1991 to Rachael Barbour, Coblentz So- o _^

ciety President (see address above), tv S!pt"*i".1.t. secretarv:

Coblentz Society T-Shirts. The last of our popular-
design T-shirts will be sold in the coming year. Look for
them on display at various conferences and Coblentz Treasurer

functions.

COBLENTZ SOCIETY BOARD
Immediate Past

President:
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