THE COBLENTZ SOCIETY
Mailing No. 3 January 4, 1957

1. Minutes of Meeting - Chio State University, June 14, 1956

Formal minutes are not presented. There was discussion of various matters
of interest to the Society, but rather than covering them at this point it seems
better to cover the points in some detail as they stand today.

24 Report of the Registrar

Membership Listing - 936
Treasury - Solvent (see item 3)

3. Explanation of THE DOLLAR (Mistakenly called '"dues')

The Board has had considerable questioning by the membership as to the dues
for The Coblentz Society. The situation is this: The original one dollar requested
was more in the sense of a registration fee than annual dues. The Coblentz Society
is still a very informal group with no expenses other than these periodic mailings.
It seemed best that we use the initial money to cover mailing costs while it lasted
and then face the problem. The word 'problem' is used advisedly. It would be a
difficult and a very heavy burden for the Registrar to try to keep formal books on
member eligibility, exclusion of defaulting members, etc., on the basis of one dollar
per year. At the same time, so long as expenses stay at the present low level, dues
of even one dollar per year would more than cover expenses.

4. Meeting at Pittsburgh

Arrangements have been made for a discussion meeting of interested Coblentz
Society members at the Pittsburgh Conference Meeting on March 7th, 1957 at 8 p.m.
The purpose of the meeting is to discuss some of the points brought up in this
mailing as well as other aspects of the program.

5. Submission of Quantitative Infrared Data

The results of this project to date are disappointing. It is the feeling
of the Board that the project was well conceived, and the initial survey showed
both enthusiastic response and a willingness on the part of the membership to make
the submissions. The project was discussed thoroughly with ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY.
Their enthusiasm was kindled and they have set aside a page budget for it. So far,
the total submissions, I believe, are twelve in number and these were contributed
by two laboratories. '

Certain of the sites have made submissions to their management, but have not
had them approved. This is clearly a barrier, but I think a barrier which could
be diminished by a direct approach to management, perhaps with the help of ANALY-
TICAL CHEMISTRY, where such situations occur. A tremendous aid would be some publi-
cation of this type of data so that management could appreciate its value, If any
member is facing this problem and wants help, please let me know and I will see if
I can get help from Drs. Murphy and Hallett of ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY.
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The filling out of the data form does not require much effort. In fact, the
data shown must be standard with any analysis and its transfer to a piece of paper
would not take over ten minutes per item. The one non-recorded data may be the
spectral slit width. Recognizing this difficulty, the Reviewing Committee is sup-
plied with basic data for all commercial instruments so that the reviewer himself
could easily £ill in this blank from the mechanical slit width values shown. The
only inference that can be drawn from the results to date is that the membership,
although expressing interest and enthusiasm, did so on the basis of 'this thing is
fine, if someone else will make the effort.' The Reviewing Committee has been asked
to abstract the data already in the literature which would give them an appreciable
backlog of entries. However, these should be combined with new data. If there is
not evidence of submission of data in the near future, The Coblentz Society has to
face the problem of deciding whether or not there is any real interest in a group
effort on projects that seem to be of value to the field.

There had been comments that the membership might fill out some forms if the
Coblentz Society would make blanks available to them. It is the reaction of the
Board that since the form is requested for submission in quintuplicate and many of
the members are not doing the type of work which results in quantitative analytical
data, the general mailing of blank forms to each individual member would be an ex-
tremely uneconomical thing. If, however, members who want to submit data feel that
forms should be supplied, The Coblentz Society will have blank forms made up which
can be obtained from the Registrar or the Chairman of the Reviewing Committee, R. C.
Wilkerson, Celanese Corporation of America, P. O. Box 8, Clarkwood, Texas.

6. Infrared Spectral Collections and Bibliographies

As noted in the discussions at Columbus, the membership felt that it would be
of value to them if The Coblentz Society could compile brief rstatements of all the
various spectral and infrared collections that are available giving intent of each
project, its present-day status and expected future performance. The Board was also
requested to study these materials and make a recommendation in this general respect
for the Society's consideration. As an initial step in this, Mrs. Clara Smith of
Battelle Memorial Institute has contacted the following agencies in order to acquire
the preliminary information.

Mr. Philip Sadtler - Sadtler Spectrogram Catalogue
Dr. Carrol Creitz - NBS - NRC

Dr. Frederick Rossini - API and Association of Manufacturing Chemists

Dr. Carl Clark, Biological Chemical Spectrum Program of the Naval
Aviation Medical Acceleration Laboratory

Mr. Henry - Butterworth Publishers, Inc., DMS (Copy to H.W. Thompson)
Dr. Marshall Otis - ASTM

It is hoped to have a preliminary report at Pittsburgh.
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7s Speakers Bureau

There has been discussion that The Coblentz Society might provide a service to
the infrared field by setting up and maintaining a Speakers Bureau listing. The
essential aim would be that one person maintain a file by geographic area, listing
those members of The Coblentz Society who feel interested and qualified to talk on
particular aspects of infrared spectroscopy. Any group interested in obtaining
speakers for a specific purpose could apply to the person maintaining the file and
he would provide a list of people in the area who are registered.

The applicant group could then approach the speakers directly and arrangements
could be made between them without The Coblentz Society's taking further part in it.
Mr. Harry Bowman, of Reaction Motors, Ford Road, Denville, N. J., has agreed to main-
tain this file. There is enclosed a blank form (Exhibit A) and we would appreciate
those people who would provide their services to the infrared field, £illing out the
blank and returning it to Mr. Bowman. The Board can judge the interest of the mem-
bers by the returns and The Coblentz Society will not commit this project until the
returns can be judged.

The Board would request there be more thoughtful consideration of this project
than was evidently given to the quantitative spectral data aspect. If the member-
ship is interested and has criticisms of the scheme, they should be submitted. If
a member feels that this is good and wants to make an individual submission of his
name, that is fine, but let us not fill out forms indiscriminately if we have no
intent of providing the service later if it is requested.

8. Regular Mailing

It has also been suggested by the membership that mailings such as this be
made up and sent out on a regular basis, perhaps every three months. The Board is
in agreement that this would probably be a desirable feature. It would, however,
entail two things:

(1) An increase in expense which, of course, could be covered by annual dues
of $1.

(2) There would also be required an kditorial Board to ensure that information
is compiled and prepared in order to meet a regular schedule. The Registrar would
still carry out the mechanics of the mailing since this is a straightforward procedure.

Again, the Board would appreciate a reaction from the membership to be sent to
the Registrar. Is such a regular mailing desired? Will people interested in this
aspect of the Society's contribution volunteer to help with the editorial aspect?
This is also a topic for Pittsburgh discussion.

9. Councils

Many members have expressed a desire to take a more active part in the projects
of the Society, and it is true that the Executive Board must have plenty of assistance.
After a good deal of consideration, it has been decided to set up a number of 'Coun-
cils" devoted to different fields, each comprising twenty to thirty individuals active
in the field. It is planned that the first of these will be an "Analytical Council”
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which will include people active in the use of infrared spectroscopy for qualitative —
and quantitative analysis. This Council will have the responsibility of pushing

the Society's projects relating to analysis, such as the publication of infrared
methods (item 5). (The already established reviewing committee will be included

in the membership of this Council.) Other councils may be a Chemical Physics Council
and a Theoretical Spectroscopy Council. Perhaps still other councils may be useful.
Your suggestions and comments are solicited. Discussion of these councils will be

part of our program at Pittsburgh, March 7th.

10. Members Working in Non-Chemical Fields

It is evident from the various programs that emphasis is being laid on the
chemical applications of infrared. There may well be services which The Coblentz
Society could provide to people working in non-chemical fields. Dr. E. D. McAlister,
Eastman Kodak Company, 121 Lincoln Avenue Rochester 11, New York, is the Board member
concerned. Anyone who wishes should submit suggestions to him.

11. Election of Two New Board Members

According to our constitution, it is required each year that two or three of
the members of the Executive Board will cease from office and be replaced by new
members elected by the membership of the Society. This year, the two members who
are stepping down are Mr. Howard Cary and Professor Bryce L. Crawford. A nominating
committee consisting of Dr. R. A. Friedel, chairman, Dr. R. R. Brattain, and Professor
R. S. Halford has been appointed to prepare nominations. Society members wishing to
make nominations should submit these within one month after the date of this mailing.
Any such nominations supported by twenty-five members shall be included on the ballot
which will be submitted to the membership before March 15th, 1957. Send nominations
to: Dr. R. A, Friedel, Chief, Spectrometric Section, U.S. Dept. of the Interior,
Bureau of Mines, 4800 Forbes Street, Pittsburgh 13, Penn.

Van Zandt Williams
Registrar

VZW/akr
Attachment
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EXHIBIT A
SPEAKERS BUREAU FILE

It is proposed that The Coblentz Society might provide a service to the infrared
field by setting up and maintaining a Speakers Bureau listing. The essential aim
would be that one person maintain a file by geographic area, listing those members
of The Coblentz Society who feel interested and qualified to talk om particular
aspects of infrared spectroscopy. Any group interested in obtaining speakers for
a specific purpose could apply to the person maintaining the file and he would pro-
vide a list of men in the area who are registered.

The applicant group could then approach the speakers directly and arrangements could
be made between them without The Coblentz Society's taking further part in it.

Mr. Harry Bowman, of Reaction Motors, Ford Road, Denville, N. J., has agreed to main-
tain this file if there is evidence of its value.

If you wish to contribute to the infrared field in this way, please fill out the
information below and send it to Mr. Bowman.

1. Name

2. Address

3. Position

4. Would be willing to speak on general topics as:
(a) General survey of infrared in organic chemistry
(b) Quantitative analysis
(c) Qualitative analysis
(d) Instrumentation
(e) Other
(£) "
(g) "

5. Could provide own expenses within a radius of miles.
6. Would travel within radius of miles if expenses provided.

7. Comments, qualifications, etc.



