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Ozaki obtained his Ph.D. (1978) in chemistry from Osaka University 
and is currently a professor in the Department of Chemistry, Kwan-
sei Gakuin University, Sanda, Japan. He has been active in research 
involving a wide variety of molecular spectroscopies, including IR, 
Raman, NIR, and far-ultraviolet (FUV) spectroscopy. For the last four 
decades he has broadened the field of molecular spectroscopy in terms 
of both basic science and applications. Among his contributions, he 
expanded and developed areas of molecular spectroscopy such as NIR 
and FUV spectroscopy. His contributions to NIR spectroscopy include 
the development of NIR spectrometers, experimental techniques, and 
spectral analysis methods, experimental and quantum chemical calcu-
lation of overtones, and applications from basic molecular science to 
applied spectroscopy.

David Jonas from the University of Colorado Boulder was chosen 
by the selection committee to be the 2015 winner of the Coblentz/ABB 
Bomem–Michelson Award. 

Summing Up: My two years as president will be up at the end 
of Pittcon this year. The time has gone quickly and I think we have 
made some significant achievements. The society is only as strong 
as the people who give freely of their time to make being a mem-
ber of the Coblentz Society something to take pride in. I want to 
thank everyone, officers, board members, committee members, and 
volunteers who have helped me with the last two years. You have 
all made it a memorable presidential term for me! You are all very 
talented, honorable and special people and I am proud to be associ-
ated with you all!

Jim Rydzak, President

Coblentz Membership Report 

Contributed by Mark Druy
September 26, 2014

The membership database now stands at 1416, this is up from the 
spring. The following table shows our levels of membership as report-
ed from the membership tracking system.

Level Total Active
Renewal 
Overdue Lapsed Pending

New in 
last 7 
days

New in 
last 30 
days

New Renewal
Emeritus 10 10 — — — — — —
Honorary 15 15 — — — — — —
Regular 1374 422 960 938 12 2 1 9

Student 17 7 7 7 3 — — —

Editor’s Comments

Welcome to 2015—the International Year of Light. With this 
designation, the United Nations recognizes the importance of light 
and light-based technologies in medicine, communications, and our 
everyday lives. As we close out our 60th anniversary celebration, it 
is hard not to see the excitement flux within our Society. Through 
our awards, sponsored technical sessions, and events, we are mak-
ing an impact. We are reaching younger spectroscopists through 
our mentoring program, and Coblentz student and Fateley awards. 
We have an active presence in four major national spectroscopy 
and analytical chemistry conferences. Our investments are wisely 
managed and we keep our expenses within budget. The transition 
to a new website and web-based membership portal streamlines the 
infrastructure burden and costs. Overall, we have the confidence of 
a society who knows it is doing a good job, has long-term stability, 
and is fiscally responsible.

A wise person recently told me that organizations, like relation-
ships, are always in flux. We anticipate that the next 60 years will bring 
challenges and exciting opportunities. The newsletter will continue to 
serve as a historical record of the society’s activities. As newsletter 
editors, we welcome member contributions. Your voice is important. 
Please keep in touch with us on our website, www.coblentz.org. We 
wish a happy and prosperous 2015 for all. 

We wish to thank Jim Ryzdak for his leadership, hard work and 
dedication as the Society’s President. 

Karen Esmonde-White and Katherine Cilwa

President’s Message 

60th Anniversary Celebrations—2014 was the 60th Anniversary 
of the Coblentz Society! I want to begin by thanking everyone who 
contributed his or her valuable time in 2014 to help make the Coblentz 
Society what it is today. 2014 was a great year for the organization 
that started out by teaming up with many donors, both individual and 
corporate, and an anonymous donor that challenged the Society at the 
end of 2013 to raise $10,000 that would be matched for the endowment 
of the Lippincott Award. This was achieved! Additionally, through the 
efforts of our past president Dr. Michael Myrick, both SAS and the 
OSA matched our funds and we were able to fully fund the endowment 
of the Lippincott Award.

I want to welcome our two new board members, Richard Cro-
combe and Mary Tecklenburg, and our new Secretary, Luisa Profeta, 
whose terms began at SciX 2014. 

Thanks to Joel Harris and Jim Durig for putting together the 
Bomem–Michelson award at Pittcon. Yukihiro Ozaki will receive the 
2014 Bomem–Michelson Award at Pittcon 2014 in Chicago. Professor 
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Membership renewal reminders are sent out 60 days prior to the re-
newal date, 30 days prior to the renewal date, and on the renewal date. 
If not renewed within seven days, a “grace” period email is sent out. 
After 30 days of non-renewal, the membership status is set to “lapsed”. 
The following table shows our current membership status.

renewal due 2014 (no amnesty)
renewal due in 2015 or after 
(includes honorary and emeritus)

230 267

We were able to successfully convert a handful of “amnesty” mem-
bers into current dues paying members. The process of getting regular 
updates from SAS is worse than ever. It is impossible for them to give 
us an export of members who have renewed from a given date. They 
can only produce an export of the current membership. This requires 
a manual updating of our database that can take over two hours. I am 
asking that we split the cost of a custom script that will extract the data 
that we need from the SAS database with SAS. The cost to Coblentz 
will be around $1200.

The paper copy of the database was available at the Coblentz booth 
during SciX 2014 and is current as of September 26, 2014.

2014 SCiX ACtivitieS

From Jim Ryzdak and Karen Esmonde-White

Our 60th Anniversary celebration started with Speed Mentoring 
and the Coblentz Challenge on Monday of the SciX conference. The 
Speed Mentoring event had about 10 participants that exchanged 10 
minutes of individual discussion with each group of 10 spectrosco-
pists in speed dating fashion. The participants learned a lot of valuable 
information about a variety of spectroscopic career paths, covering 
industry, academia, and government spectroscopic experiences. We 
remind members about the Coblentz Mentoring program. If you would 
like more information on being either a mentor or mentee please send 
email to mentoring@coblentz.org. A special thanks to Anne Lemon, 
our mentoring program chair, for organizing this event and chairing 
these valuable activities for our membership! 

The Coblentz Challenge is an opportunity to show your knowledge 
about different areas of vibrational spectroscopy. It has the benefit of 
being acknowledged as a knowledgeable spectroscopist in various ar-
eas of vibrational spectroscopy. The science committee chaired by Dr. 
James De Haseth developed the questions for the challenge that will 
be used in 2015. We are happy to report that the Speed Mentoring and 
Coblentz Challenge will be sponsored again by the Coblentz Society 
at SciX 2015 meeting in Providence, RI. 

Coblentz activities continued Monday evening at the Grand Sierra 
Resort bowling alley for the “Bowling for Bill” fundraiser to build 
the Fateley award endowment. The idea came from Karen Esmonde-
White, who also organized the event. We had between 40-50 people at 
the event and we had $935 in donations. We all had a lot of fun! We 
concluded the evening with a coffee and cake celebration of our 60th 
anniversary, which was organized by Sharon Deram. 

We had about many sessions that were organized by Coblentz. 
Thanks to Curt Marcott for serving as the Molecular Section chair 
at SciX. Also, thank you to Brandye Smith-Goettler, Edita Botonjic, 
Richard Crocombe, Brian Marquardt, and Alison Nordon for helping 
me organize the Process Analytical Technologies sessions. 

A highlight of SciX is the presentation of the Craver Award. Prof. 
Lynne Taylor from Purdue University is the 2014 Craver awardee. She 
presented the Thursday plenary on “Improving Drug Delivery with Vi-
brational Spectroscopy”. Later in the morning, a technical session high-
lighted Raman, infrared, and near-infrared applications in drug discov-
ery and development. We thank Luisa Profeta for chairing the session. 

(from top left) Our booth at the exhibit hall featured vintage Coblentz 
t-shirts and special 60th anniversary mementos; Presentation of the 
Coblentz Student Awards to Chris Huber (left) for the Fateley Award, 
Jim Ryzdak, Jay Kitt. Not pictured: Ikhlas Darhalil and Antonio 
Campos; A cake at the “Bowling for Bill” event; A great time was 
had by all at the “Bowling for Bill” event!

(left) Jim Ryzdak presents the Craver Award to Lynne Taylor. (right) Speakers in the special session honoring Lynne Taylor included (from left): 
Anders Sparen, Dor Ben-Amotz, Lynne Taylor, Patrick Marsac, Luisa Profeta (session chair), and Ian Lewis. Not pictured: Saly Romero-Torres.
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2014 Coblentz StUdent AwArdeeS

From Jim Ryzdak 

Jay Kitt graduated from the University of Utah in 2011 with his 
B.S. in Chemistry. While at the

University of Utah, he began working as an undergraduate in Dr. 
Joel Harris’ research group, where his research focused on the use of 
confocal Raman microscopy to investigate partitioning behavior and 
solid-phase extraction within porous chromatographic materials.

Ikhlas Darkhalil has been investigating molecules that have con-
siderable biological interest since they contain alcohol and/or amine 
groups and have relationships to a large number of important biologi-
cal molecules. Darkhalil has been carrying out infrared and Raman 
spectral studies as well as microwave investigations from which she 
obtains structural parameters, conformational stabilities, and other 
physiochemical scientific information.

Antonio Campos received his B.S. from the University of Texas 
at Austin in 2008. While at the University of Texas, he worked as a 
research assistant under the guidance of Dr. Katherine Willets (De-
partment of Chemistry and Biochemistry), where his research focuses 
was on the synthesis and characterization of nanoparticles that were 
studied using super-resolution microscopy.

FAteley StUdent AwArdee

Chris Huber received his bachelor’s degree in 2010 from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin–La Crosse in the field of Chemistry. While at 
UWL he gained undergraduate research experience in both the labora-
tories of Dr. Kris Rolfhus (analytical chemistry) and Dr. Janet Kirsch 
(computational chemistry). He also spent two years working as an in-
tern in the chemistry laboratory at the Trane Co. testing facility. Be-
fore starting graduate school, Chris was a summer researcher at the 
University of Minnesota in Dr. Aaron Massari’s ultrafast vibrational 
spectroscopy lab, where he was trained in two-dimensional infrared 
spectroscopy (2D-IR). In March 2012, Chris earned his M.S. in Chem-

istry at Minnesota while also becoming a Ph.D. candidate in Dr. Mas-
sari’s group. Chris has spent the first couple years of his thesis work 
developing a new route to silica sol-gel films that incorporates a mo-
lecular vibration that not only can be probed with 2D-IR spectroscopy, 
but also is sensitive to the dynamics of its surroundings.

internAtionAl SyMpoSiUM on 
MoleCUlAr SpeCtroSCopy 2014: review

From Matthew Kole

We thank Rohit Bhargava and his lab members for their help. At 
the ISMS picnic, Coblentz sold approximately 30 t-shirts, with some 
people buying several for their friends. While there were no on-site 
registrations that took place that evening, everyone who stopped by 
the booth was given information regarding how to become a mem-
ber of Coblentz and some good conversations were started regarding 
Coblentz’s involvement at various spectroscopy conferences.

eAStern AnAlytiCAl SyMpoSiUM  
2014 review

From Brandye Smith-Goettler and Jim Ryzdak

Jim would like to acknowledge Brandye Smith-Goettler who 
took on the Session coordinator role for EAS this year. We had three 
Coblentz organized sessions at EAS this year:

1.  Coblentz 60th Anniversary Session Development of Vibrational Mi-
cro Spectroscopy and Imaging, organized by Jim Rydzak.

2.  Chemometric and Spectroscopic Applications in Forensics, orga-
nized by Brandye Smith-Goettler.

3.  Pharmaceutical and Biopharmaceutical Applications of Near-Infra-
red Spectroscopy, organized 
by Brandye Smith-Goettler.

We also had our Monday 
evening Coblentz reception 
with over 50 members and new 
members, this year celebrat-
ing our 60th anniversary. On 
Tuesday during the lunch hour 
in the exhibition hall we invited 
conferees to help us celebrate 
our anniversary with a piece of 
anniversary cake. Joanne Lowy 
from J. Y. Horiba and Savitha 
Panikar from Rutgers Universi-
ty were a tremendous help with 
the Coblentz booth.

(from left) Mark Druy and Brandye Smith-Goettler welcome EAS at-
tendees to the Coblentz booth; a cake at the Coblentz member reception 
in honor of our 60th anniversary

(from top left) Chris Huber, Jay Kitt, Antonio Campos, and 
Ikhlas Darkhalil

(above) A cake at the Coblentz member 
reception in honor of our 60th anniversary
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Pittcon 2015 Preview

From Jim Ryzdak and Karen Esmonde-White

Our celebration will continue into Pittcon 2015 where we will 
have a 60th anniversary symposium that Bruce Chase has organized 
that chronicles the milestones in vibrational spectroscopy and the 
roles Coblentz members played the development of vibrational 
spectroscopy. As always, we will present the Williams–Wright 
award and hold our Annual Members Meeting. All members are 
welcome to these events and we look forward to seeing you in New 
Orleans! 

Excerpts from Spectroscopy 
Magazine 

For the past few years, we have enjoyed providing items published 
in Spectroscopy that we believe are of interest to readers. These inter-
views are part of a series with winners of awards presented at SciX 
2014. For more, see the Spectroscopy magazine home page (www.
spectroscopyonline.com). We thank Laura Bush for her ongoing sup-
port of this endeavor. 

Karen Esmonde-White and Katherine Cilwa

Next-Generation Infrared 
Spectroscopic Imaging

Infrared spectroscopic imaging has been advancing significantly 
in recent years. Key to that advance is improving the understanding 
of the underlying mechanisms that influence the ability to achieve 
greater resolution and speed. Rohit Bhargava of the University of Il-
linois, Urbana–Champaign, has been elucidating those mechanisms, 
and won the 2014 Applied Spectroscopy William F. Meggers Award 
for his paper on this topic. He recently spoke to Spectroscopy about 
this work. http://bit.ly/1xpw6YR

Improving Art Analysis with LA-SERS

Lasers have many different scientific uses. Some analytical scien-
tists are advancing the use of laser-based techniques to analyze works 
of art and other ancient artifacts. Laser-ablation surface-enhanced 
Raman microspectroscopy (LA-SERS) can analyze art and artifacts 
to accurately identify the various components inside them. Spectros-
copy recently spoke with Pablo Londero, an Associate Conservation 
Scientist at the Institute for the Preservation of Cultural Heritage 
(IPCH) at Yale University, and Marco Leona, the head of scientific 
research at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, about their work in this 
area. http://bit.ly/1DhOdDh

Raman Imaging of Live Cells

Raman microscopy is a promising technique for visualizing the 
distribution of molecules in cells. However, along with the benefits 
come challenges. This interview with Katsumasa Fujita, an associate 
professor in the Department of Applied Physics at Osaka University 
in Osaka, Japan, discusses his use of this technique for the imaging of 
live cells. http://bit.ly/1wDDmAv

Coblentz LinkedIn Group

If you have not already joined, we encourage all members 
to join the Coblentz LinkedIn group! It is a vibrant, useful tool 
where members can share professional news, articles of inter-
est, or ask questions. We also solicit nominations for Coblentz-
sponsored awards and encourage members to submit items for the 
Newsletter. We hope to see you online! http://www.linkedin.com/
groups?gid=1831157!

Call for Nominations for Coblentz 
Society Awards

In the spirit of rewarding excellence, we would like to take this 
opportunity to encourage you to nominate qualified candidates for 
the Society’s awards. Coblentz honors individuals at all ages and ex-
perience levels, ranging from student awards to honorary member-
ships. Nomination information, requirements for each of the Society’s 
awards, and online nomination forms can be found on the Coblentz 
Society’s website (www.coblentz.org). The awards are a great way to 
recognize scientific achievements or service to the Society. We encour-
age all members to take a look at the awards and consider nominating 
your fellow spectroscopist!

Your editors, Karen Esmonde-White and Katherine Cilwa

Bomem–Michelson Award

This award is dedicated to the memory of Professor A.E. Mi-
chelson, developer of the Michelson interferometer. ABB sponsors 
the award to honor scientists who have advanced the technique(s) 
of vibrational, molecular, Raman, or electronic spectroscopy. Con-
tributions may be theoretical, experimental, or both. The recipient 
must be actively working and may be associated with the academic, 
industrial, government, or private sector. The awardee must be at 
least 37 years of age. The award consists of a crystal symbol of the 
Bomem–Michelson award and an honorarium. In order to ensure that 
the award is based on an independent evaluation of the candidate’s 
achievements, the selection is made by a committee chosen by the 
Coblentz Society. The award is presented each year at the Pittsburgh 
Conference. The ABB sponsored Bomem–Michelson Award Sympo-
sium is held in honor of the awardee and immediately follows the 
presentation.

Previous recipients of the Bomem–Michelson Award are: Thomas 
G. Spiro (1987), Carl Linberger (1988), Richard J. Saykally (1989), 
William Klemperer (1990), Alan Pine (1991), Jyrki Kauppinen (1992), 
Jack L. Koenig (1993), Herbert L. Strauss (1994), Terry Miller (1995), 
Ira Levin (1996), William H. Woodruff (1997), Bruce Chase (1998), 
Sanford Asher (1999), John F. Rabolt (2000), Larry Nafie (2001), Dan 
Neumark (2002), Peter Griffiths (2003), Dave Haaland (2004), Paul 
Bohn (2005), Robert W. Field (2006), David Bocian (2007), Geraldine 
Richmond (2008), Martin Quack (2009), Richard Van Duyne (2010), 
Isao Noda (2011), Joel Harris (2012), and Brooks Pate (2013). Yuki-
hiro Ozaki is the 2014 awardee. 

Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are available 
on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/the-bomem-
michelson-award. 

Coblentz Award

The Coblentz Award is normally presented annually to an outstand-
ing young molecular spectroscopist under the age of 40. The new age 
requirement for the Coblentz Award is that a candidate must be under 
the age of 40 on January 1 of the year of the award. 

Previous recipients of this award are: John Overend (1964), Wil-
liam Fateley/Robert Snyder (1965), Edwin Becker (1966), Peter 
Krueger (1967), Jon Hougen (1968), James Durig (1969), Guiseppi 
Zerbi (1970), Clive Perry (1971), George Leroi (1972), C. Bradley 
Moore (1973), C.K.N. Patel (1974), Bernard J. Bulkin (1975), Geof-
frey Ozin/George Thomas, Jr. (1976), Peter Griffiths (1977), Lester 
Andrews (1978), Lionel Carreira (1979), Richard Van Duyne (1980), 
Laurence Nafie (1981), Christopher Patterson (1982), Dave Cameron 
(1983), Steve Leone (1984), John Rabolt/Graham Fleming (1985), 
Joel Harris (1986), Alan Campion (1987), Keith Nelson (1988), Geri 
Richmond (1989), Hai-Lung Dai (1990), Paul Bohn (1991), Tom 
Rizzo (1992), Peter Felker (1993), Paul Alivisatos (1994), David J. 
Rakestraw (1995), Xiaoliang Sunney Xie (1996), Moungi Bawendi 
(1997), Pat Treado (1998), Brooks Pate (1999), Martin Gruebele 
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(2000), Stacey Bent (2001), Andrei Tokmakoff (2002), Andrea Calle-
gari (2003), Sergey Nizkorodov (2005), Michael Strano (2006), Mar-
tin Zanni (2007), Xiaowei Zhuang (2008), Benjamin McCall (2009), 
and Timothy Schmidt (2010). No award was presented in 2011. Greg 
Engel (2012), Nathalie Picqué (2013), and Peng Cheng (2014) are 
the most recent awardees. 

Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are available 
on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/the-coblentz-
award.

Coblentz Student Award

The Coblentz Society has for many years encouraged young sci-
entists to pursue studies in spectroscopy by seeking nominations of 
outstanding students for the Coblentz Student Awards. The awardees 
receive a copy of the Society’s Deskbook, a certificate, and a year’s 
membership in the Society. Their names and the names of their faculty 
advisors will appear in the Society’s Newsletter published in Applied 
Spectroscopy.

The awardees for 2010 were: Ram Bhatta, Department of Chem-
istry, University of Akron, Professor David S. Perry; Praveenkumar 
Boopalachandran, Department of Chemistry, Texas A&M University, 
Prof. Jaan Laane; Bryon Herbert, Department of Chemistry and Bio-
chemistry, University of Delaware , Professor Karl S. Booksh; Yuliya 
Luzinova, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology, Professor Boris Mizaikoff; and Hajime Okajima, 
Department of Chemistry, the University of Tokyo, Professor Hiro-o 
Hamaguchi.

The awardees for 2011 were: Rohith Reddy, Univ. of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, Professor Rohit Bhargava; Nathaniel R. Gomer, 
Univ. of South Carolina, Professor S. Michael Angel; Esther J. Ocola, 
Texas A&M University, Professor Jaan Laane; Savitha S. Panikar, Uni-
versity of Missouri – Kansas City, Professor James Durig; Megan R. 
Pearl, University of South Carolina, Professor Michael Myrick.

The 2012 class of awardees are: Eduardo Berrios, University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Prof. Martin Gruebele; Marleen 
Kerssens, Biophotonics Research Unit at Gloucestershire Hospi-
tals, Prof. Nick Stone and Prof. Pavel Matousek; Rajesh Maram-
pudi, Cleveland State University; Jonathan Schaefer, University 
of Utah, Prof. Joel Harris; Andreas Wilk, University of Ulm, Prof. 
Boris Mizaikoff; and Xiaohua (Sarah) Zhou, University of Mis-
souri Kansas City, Prof. James Durig. Xiaohua was also awarded 
the 2012 Fateley Award. 

The 2013 Coblentz Student award winners are Rachel Masyuko, 
University of Notre Dame; Tao Liang,  University of Georgia; Tomasz 
Wrobel, Jagiellonian University; and Sarah E. Holton, University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Tomasz was also awarded the 2013 
Fateley Student Award.

The 2014 Coblentz Student award winners are Chris Huber (also 
Fateley Student Award winner), University of Minnesota, Professor 
Aaron Massari; Antonio Campos, University of Minnesota, Professor 
Christy Haynes; Ikhlas Darkhalil, University of Missouri–Kansas City, 
Professor James Durig; Jay Kitt, University of Utah, Professor Joel 
Harris. 

Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are avail-
able on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/coblentz-
student-awards.

Craver Award

The Craver Award is presented annually to recognize young 
spectroscopists for efforts in applied analytical vibrational spec-
troscopy. Nominations for the 2016 Craver Award are being accept-
ed through August 30, 2015. Candidates must be under the age of 
45 on January 1 of the year of the award. The candidate’s work may 
include any aspect of infrared (NIR, MIR, or Far), and/or THz, and/
or Raman spectroscopy in applied analytical vibrational spectros-
copy. The nominees may come from an academic, government lab, 

or industrial backgrounds. Nominations for the Craver Award must 
include a detailed description of the nominee’s accomplishments, a 
curriculum vitae or resume, and minimum of three supporting let-
ters. Nominations for the 2015 award closed on August 30, 2014. 
Files of candidates will be kept active for three years or until the 
age of eligibility is exceeded. Annual updates of candidate files are 
encouraged and will be solicited from the nomination source by the 
award’s committee chair.

Previous recipients of the award are: Katherine A. Bakeev (2007), 
John Conboy (2008), Takeshi Hasegawa (2009), Boris Mizaikoff 
(2010), Michael W. George (2011), Duncan Graham (2012), Rohit 
Bhargava (2013), and Lynne Taylor (2014). The award carries a $1,000 
honorarium, a plaque, plus a $500 travel allowance. Files of candidates 
will be kept active until the age of eligibility is exceeded. Annual up-
dates of candidate files are encouraged and will be solicited from the 
nomination source by the award’s committee chair.

The awardee is also offered a 25-minute plenary lecture during 
the SciX meeting, at which the award will be presented. Further, a 
separate half-day award symposium honoring the award recipient and 
highlighting the interests of the awardee will also occur at the same 
conference. Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are 
available on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/the-
craver-award.

William G. Fateley Student Award

In 2010, a new student award in the name of William G. Fateley 
was created by the family and former group members of Bill Fateley, 
in conjunction with the Coblentz Society and the Society for Applied 
Spectroscopy. Winners of the Coblentz Student Award receive a copy 
of the Society’s Deskbook, a certificate, and a year’s membership in 
the Society. Their names and the names of their faculty advisors will 
appear in the Society’s Newsletter published in Applied Spectroscopy. 
Winners of the William G. Fateley Student Award also receive a $1,000 
prize and are asked to speak in the Student Awards Session at FACSS 
or another appropriate location.

Previous awardees are: Ali Eftekhari-Bafrooei (2010), Rohith Red-
dy (2011), and Xiaohua (Sarah) Zhou (2012). The 2013 awardee was 
Tomasz Wrobel. 

Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are avail-
able on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/william-
g-fateley-student-award. Note that the Fateley Student awardee is 
selected from the top three candidates who receive the Coblentz 
Student Awards, requiring that the students be nominated for the 
Coblentz Student Award prior to consideration for the Fateley Stu-
dent Award.

Ellis R. Lippincott Award

The Ellis R. Lippincott Award is presented annually to an outstand-
ing vibrational spectroscopist. It is co-sponsored by the Coblentz So-
ciety, the Society for Applied Spectroscopy, and the Optical Society 
of America. The award is presented in memory of Professor Ellis R. 
Lippincott to scientists who have made significant contributions to 
vibrational spectroscopy as judged by their influence on other scien-
tists. It is awarded annually at an appropriate scientific meeting. The 
award consists of the medal and travel allowances to the meeting. The 
awardee will present an address related to contributions for which he/
she is being honored. In addition, there may be a symposium of talks 
by invited speakers.

Recipients of the medal must have made significant contributions 
to vibrational spectroscopy as judged by their influence on other sci-
entists. Because innovation was a hallmark of the work of Ellis R. 
Lippincott, this quality in the contributions of the candidates will 
be carefully appraised. The contributions may be theoretical, experi-
mental, or both, and may have been made in the course of applied as 
well as basic research. No restriction is placed on the citizenship or 
national origin of candidates. A candidate need not be a member of 
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any of the sponsoring societies. The award will not be made posthu-
mously unless an awardee should die after the procedure of selection 
has been completed.

Nominations should contain the name and affiliation of the 
nominee and sufficient background information to justify the nomi-
nation. A nominator is expected to believe sufficiently strongly in 
the quality of the work of his or her candidate to provide evidence 
of that belief. No restriction is placed on who may nominate, and 
all nominations received by the committee prior to October 1st in 
any year will be considered for the award to be presented in the 
fall of the following year. Files of nominees will be kept active for 
three years, after which the nominee must be renominated with an 
updated file or the file will be closed. Nominations for the Ellis R. 
Lippincott Award are accepted from January 1st through October 
1st, 2015.

Previous recipients include: Richard G. Lord (1976), Lionel Bel-
lamy (1977), Bryce Crawford, Jr. (1978), E. Bright Wilson (1979), 
George C. Pimentel (1980), Ian Mills (1981), Michel Delhaye (1982), 
John Overend (1983), Jon T. Hougen (1984), Ira W. Levin (1985), 
Wolfgang Kaiser (1986), C. Bradley Moore (1987), Andreas C. Al-
brecht (1988), Marilyn E. Jacox (1989), Robert W. Fields (1990), 
Richard J. Saykally (1992), John F. Rabolt (1993), Herbert L. Strauss 
(1994), Giacinto Scoles (1995), Giuseppe Zerbi (1996), Robin Hoch-
strasser (1997), Takeshi Oka (1998), Mitsuo Tasumi (1999), Donald 
Levy (2000), Lester Andrews (2001), Sanford Asher (2002), Shaul 
Mukamel (2003), Richard Mathies (2004), Jaan Laane (2005), Hai-
Lung Dai (2006), Jonathan Tennyson (2007), Richard Van Duyne 
(2008), Michael Fayer (2009), Martin Moskovits (2010), Isao Noda 
(2011), Keith Nelson (2012), Xiaoliang (Sunney) Xie (2013), and An-
drei Tomakoff (2014). 

Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are available 
on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/the-lippincott-
award.

Williams–Wright Award

This award is presented annually at the Pittsburgh Conference to 
an industrial spectroscopist who has made significant contribution to 
vibrational spectroscopy while working in industry. The Williams–
Wright Award Symposium is held in honor of the awardee and imme-
diately follows the presentation. The work may include infrared and/or 
Raman spectroscopy and instrumental development, as well as theory 
and applications of vibrational spectroscopy. Government labs are not 
considered industry in this definition. No restrictions are placed on the 
selection of the awardee because of age, sex, or nationality, but the 
awardee must still be working at the time the award is presented. The 
award consists of a framed certificate and an honorarium. In order to 
ensure that the award is based on an independent evaluation of the can-
didate’s achievements, the selection is made by a committee chosen by 
the Coblentz Society.

Previous recipients of the Williams–Wright Award are: Norman 
Wright (1978), Norman Colthup (1979), Jeannette Grasselli (1980), 
Paul Wilks/James Harrick (1981), Robert Hannah (1982), Harry Willis 
(1983), Robert Jakobsen (1984), Clara D. Craver/Richard A. Nyquist 
(1985), Abe Savitzky/Joseph J. Barret (1986), A. Lee Smith (1987), 
Darwin L. Wood (1988), D. Bruce Chase (1989), John F. Rabolt 
(1990), Robert J. Obremski (1991), Timothy Harris (1992), Curtis 
Marcott (1993), John M. Chalmers (1994), Michael R. Philpott (1995), 
Bob Messerschmidt (1996), Michael J. Pelletier (1997), Henry Buijs 
(1998), Don Kuehl (1999), John Reffner (2000), Raul Curbelo (2001), 
Isao Noda (2002), Neil Everall (2003), Neil Lewis (2004), Fran Adar 
(2005), Harry Owen (2006), Michael Carrabba (2007), Rina Dukor 
(2008), Jerome J. Workman (2009), Patrick Treado (2010), Howard 
Mark (2011), Richard Crocombe (2012), John Coates (2013). The 
2014 awardee is Mike Doyle.

Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are available 
on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/the-williams-
wright-award.

William G. Fateley Student Award:  
A Special Call for Contributions

The family and former group members of William G. Fateley, in 
conjunction with the Coblentz Society and the Society for Applied 
Spectroscopy, created an endowment supporting a student award in 
his honor in 2010.

A lasting component of Bill’s legacy was his encouragement for 
students to attend professional conferences and meet their peers. He 
made it a goal to introduce young scientists to the “people” in the field 
and to get them personally involved. Fostering this interaction was im-
portant to Bill, perhaps as much as it was for the science. His efforts in-
cluded sending his students to many international conferences. If need 
be, he even went as far as to bring the social interaction center (dis-
guised as a mobile spectroscopy lab) directly to the conference. Bill’s 
commitment to encouraging students to attend conferences, meet and 
interact with their colleagues, and contribute to the field of spectros-
copy has produced a whole new generation of spectroscopists. These 
actions have enriched the groups and societies that Bill championed 
so strongly and this is the legacy that we hope to continue with the 
establishment of this award.

The inaugural award was presented during the two special ses-
sions at FACSS 2010 honoring Bill Fateley. These sessions consisted 
of a mixture of presentations from Bill’s colleagues and former group 
members. The William G. Fateley Student Award is being administered 
by the Coblentz Society. The Society is currently accepting contribu-
tions to the initial endowment of the Fateley Award. Please consider 
contributing to the formation of this award, and continuing the positive 
impact Bill Fateley had on the spectroscopic community.

Due to his worldwide impact on the field of spectroscopy, tax-
deductible donations to the award fund are encouraged from all of 
“Wild” Bill’s friends, colleagues and professional societies. Funds 
may be sent to:

“The Coblentz Society / The William G. Fateley Award”,
acct: 469576552
JPMorgan Chase Bank
243 E Main Street
Ashland, OR 97520

For those who prefer to send a check, please mark it as a contribu-
tion to the William G. Fateley Award and send it to the treasurer of the 
Coblentz Society.

Society Announcements

Membership. Anyone wishing to join the Society may do so by 
submitting an application at the Coblentz web site (www.coblentz.
org/Membership) or by contacting Dr. Mark Druy, Coblentz Soci-
ety Membership Chairman, Physical Sciences, Inc., 20 New Eng-
land Business Center, Andover, MA 01810. Phone: (978) 738-8195, 
Fax: (978) 689-3232, e-mail: druy@psicorp.com. Dues can also be 
paid online at the Coblentz web site (http://www.coblentz.org/pay-
ments). We also welcome suggestions for honorary memberships 
in the Society.

Board Meeting. The Coblentz Society Board of Managers will 
hold its semi-annual meeting at the 2014 PittCon conference. Please 
consult the Coblentz LinkedIn site for further information. Any article 
of business that you want the Board members to consider must be sent 
in writing to Jim Ryzdak, Coblentz Society President (see address at 
end of newsletter), prior to the conference.
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Coblentz Society Board

Term Expires March 2016
Francis W.L. Esmonde-White
University of Michigan,
Department of Chemistry
930 North University Ave., Room 4638
Ann Arbor, MI 48109
phone: (734) 531-9153
email: francis@esmonde-white.com

Christina R. Young
U.S. Food and Drug Administration
9200 Corporate Blvd.
Rockville, MD 20850
email: christina.young@fda.hhs.gov

Term Expires March 2017
Ellen Miseo
Analytical Answers, Inc
4 Arrow Drive
Woburn, MA 01801
Tel: (781) 938-0300
email: ellen.miseo@gmail.com

John Kauffman
Food and Drug Administration
Division of Pharmaceutical Analysis
1114 Market St. Room 1002
St Louis, MO 63101
Tel: (314) 539-2168
email: john.kauffman@fda.hhs.gov

Term Expires March 2018
Mary Tecklenburg
Central Michigan University
Dow Science Complex 353
Mount Pleasant, MI 48859
email: teckl1mm@cmich.edu

Richard Crocombe 
Thermo Fisher Scientific
900 Middlesex Turnpike, Building 8
Billerica, MA 01821 USA
phone: (978) 215 1419
email: richard.crocombe@thermofisher.com

Coblentz Society Officers

President
Jim Rydzak
GlaxoSmithKline
709 Swedeland Road MS UW2940
King of Prussia, PA 19406-0390
phone: (610) 270-5242
email: James.W.Rydzak@gsk.com

Secretary
Luisa Profeta
Alakai Defense Systems
PO Box 10405
Largo, FL 33773
phone: (727) 541-1600 ext 123
email:Luisa.Profeta@AlakaiDefense.com

Treasurer
Mary W. Carrabba
955 Drew Lane
Ashland, OR 97520
phone: (541) 261-9800
email: carrabba@rrslabs.com

Newsletter Editors
Katherine Cilwa
Advanced Surgical Imaging Program
Department of Regenerative Medicine
Naval Medical Research Center
503 Robert Grant Avenue, Room 1N85
Silver Spring, MD 20910
phone: (301) 319-3215
email: Katherine.Cilwa.CTR@med.navy.mil

Karen A. Esmonde-White
University of Michigan Medical School
Department of Internal Medicine, Rheumatology Division
1150 West Medical Center Drive MSRB II Room 3554
Ann Arbor, MI, 48109
phone: (734) 531-9154
email: karen@esmonde-white.com
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